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John F. Parker, Robert A. Hall and David H. Locke for legislation to
authorize the State Treasurer to accept donations for the benefit of vic-
tims of violent crimes. Ways and Means (Joint).
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-nine.

An Act authorizing the state treasurer to accept donations
FOR THE BENEFIT OF VICTIMS OF VIOLENT CRIMES.

Be it enacted by theSenate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section six of Chapter two hundred fifty-eight Aof the
2 General Laws, as added by section one of chapter eight hun-
-3 dred fifty-two of the acts of 1967, is hereby amended by
4 striking out the first paragraph and writing in place thereof
5 the following two paragraphs:
6 For the purpose of determining the amount of compensa-
-7 tion payable pursuant to this chapter, the chief justice of
8 the district court and the chief justice of the municipal court
9 of the city of Boston shall, insofar as practicable, formulate

10 standards for the uniform application of this chapter. The
11 court shall take into consideration the provisions of this
12 chapter, the rates and amounts of compensation payable for
13 injuries and death under other laws of the commonwealth
14 and of the United States, excluding pain and suffering, and
15 the availability of funds appropriated and donated for the
16 purpose of this chapter. All decisions of the court on claims
17 heard under this chapter shall be in writing, setting forth
18 the name of the claimant, the amount of compensation and
19 the reasons for the decision. The clerk of the court shall
20 immediately notify the claimant in writing of the decision
21 and shall forward to the state treasurer a certified copy of
22 the decision. The state treasurer without further authoriza-
-23 tion shall, subject to appropriation and donation, pay the
24 claimant the amount determined by the court.
25 The state treasurer is hereby authorized to accept any
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26 donation from any individual in furtherance of the expressed

27 purposes of this chapter, and which donation shall be im-
-28 mediately added into, and considered a part of, the funds
29 made available by appropriation for the purpose of this chap-
-30 ter.


