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2 SENATE — No. 1916. [May
SHir (Eommmtuiraltlt of fUasaariiitBrttB

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-nine.

An  Act making changes in the taxation of real property
BY USAGE CLASSIFICATION.

Be it enacted by the Senate amd House of Representatives in General 
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter fifty-eight of the General Laws as most
2 recently amended by section one of chapter five hundred and
3 eighty of the acts of nineteen hundred and seventy-eight, is
4 hereby further amended by striking out section one and in-
5 sorting in place thereof the following sections: —
6 Section 1. The commissioner of revenue in chapters fifty-
7 eight to sixty-five C, inclusive, shall make, and from time to
8 time revise, such reasonable rules, regulations and guidelines,
9 not inconsistent with law, as may be necessary to establish

10 minimum standards of assessment performance. The specific
11 areas to which such standards shall relate shall include but
12 not be limited to: (1) the administration of all laws providing
13 for the assessment and classification of property; (2) the
14 several acceptable methods of determining the actual fair
15 cash valuation of different kinds of property for tax purposes;
16 (3) the types of qualifications of assessing personnel; and (4)
17 the adequacy of tax maps and other records.
18 Section 1A. The commissioner of revenue in chapters fifty-
19 eight to sixty-five C, inclusive, called the commissioner, in
20 addition to exercising the powers or performing the duties
21 otherwise assigned to him, shall enforce all laws relating to
22 the valuation, classification and assessment of property and
23 shall supervise the administration of such laws by locai (
24 assessors in accordance with the rules, regulations and guide-
25 lines made under the provisions of section one.
26 In the performance of such duties, he may visit any city or
27 town, inspect the work of its assessors and require of them
28 any information he shall deem necessary regarding the pro-
29 cedures used in keeping records, in maintaining tax maps and
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30 in determining the valuation and classification for taxation
31 of the property or any part thereof in such city or town. He
32 shall require of them such action as will tend to produce
33 uniformity within such city or town and throughout the com-
34 monwealth in the valuation, classification and assessment of
35 property for local taxation.
36 He may require from state and town officers such returns
37 and statements relative to the amount and value of taxable

' 38 property in the several towns he deems necessary. Infor-
39 mation provided by said assessors shall include: (1) the total
40 of all property subject to local taxation in each city and town,
41 (2) the amount, if any, of tax abatements for the preceding
42 year, and (3) such other information as may be required to
43 aid the commissioner in the discharge of his responsibility in
44 respect to the preparation of the equalization and apportion-
45 ment report as provided in sections nine and ten.
46 He shall, at the request of the assessors of any city or town
47 or upon his own initiative, give his opinion to assessors and
48 collectors upon any question arising under any statute re-
49 lating to the assessment, classification and collection of taxes
50 or he may obtain the opinion of the attorney general upon
51 such question. In either case, the opinion of the commissioner
52 or the opinion of the attorney general, if any, shall be bind-
53 ing until the same shall be revised by either of them, respec-
54 tively, declared invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction,
55 or superseded by the enactment of another statute.
56 He shall issue, and may from time to time revise, a list of
57 private firms or individuals qualified to perform appraisals or
58 reappraisals of property for tax purposes in the common-
59 wealth and shall make such list available to the assessors. In
60 any case where a city or town proposes to contract with any
61 such private firm or individual for such appraisal or re-
62 appraisal services, such contract shall be with a firm or indi-
63 vidual determined by the commissioner to be qualified to per-
64 form such services and said contract shall be approved as to
65 form and content by the commissioner. He shall insure that
66 any such appraisal or reappraisal of property for tax pur-
67 poses by any such firm in the commonwealth is performed in
68 accordance with guidelines established under section one. Firms
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69 or individuals aggrieved by a decision of the commissioner
70 that they are not qualified to perform appraisals or reap-
71 praisals of property for tax purposes in the commonwealth
72 may appeal such decision to the appellate tax board.
73 He may cause an assessor to be prosecuted, either in the
74 county where said officer resides or in an adjoining county,
75 for any violation of law relative to assessment or classifica-
76 tion of taxes for which a penalty is imposed. He may appear
77 before any court or before any board of county commissioners
78 sitting for the abatement of taxes, or before the appellate tax
79 board.
1 Section 2. Said chapter fifty-eight is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section three, as most recently
3 amended by chapter five hundred and eighty of the acts of
4 nineteen hundred and seventy-eight, and inserting in place
5 thereof the following section: —
6 Section 3. In order to assist the assessors in the performance
7 of their duties, the commissioner shall prepare, issue and
8 periodically revise guides for local assessors. Such guides shall
9 include the rules, regulations, and guidelines of the commis-

10 sioner relative to the assessment, classification and adminis-
11 tration of local taxes, an appraisal manual and, in addition,
12 may include special studies, cost and price schedules, news
13 and reference bulletins and digests of laws relating to local
14 taxation. He shall prepare and issue such other printed in-
15 structions to the assessors which are adapted to varying local
16 circumstances and to differences in the character and condi-
17 tion of property subject to local taxation as he shall deem
18 necessary.
19 He shall conduct or sponsor in-service, pre-entry, and intern
20 training programs on the technical, legal, and administrative
21 aspects of the assessment process and may require assessors
22 to attend such programs. Such programs shall include but not
23 be limited to training required to meet minimum standards
24 of assessment and classification performance established in
25 accordance with section one. The commissioner may contact
26 with educational institutions or appropriate professional asso-
27 ciations to provide such training programs. He shall develop,
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28 prescribe, and require the use of all forms necessary for ad-
29 ministration of the laws relating to the taxation of property.
30 So far as practicable, the forms shall be uniform, but nothing
31 herein shall be deemed to prevent the prescribing of substitute
32 or additional forms where special circumstances require.
33 He shall annually, on or about January first, furnish to
34 each board of assessors all the information relating to the
35 assessment, classification, valuation and ownership or prop-
36 erty taxable in their town that has come into possession of
37 his department, particularly under chapter sixty-five and
38 sixty-five C.
39 He shall cause a representative of his office to visit every
40 city or town to give to the assessors such assistance as may
41 be authorized or required by law.
1 Section 3. Said chapter fifty-eight is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section four, as amended by chapter
3 five hundred and eighty of the acts of nineteen hundred and
4 seventy-eight, and inserting in place thereof the following
5 sections:
6 Section 4- Whenever it appears to the commissioner that
7 the property or any part thereof in any town is not valued for
8 taxation according to the first paragraph of section thirty-
9 eight of chapter fifty-nine, and that such failure to comply

10 with the law is the result of failure of its assessors, or any of
11 them, to meet the minimum standards prescribed by the com-
12 mission under the provisions of section one, including but not
13 limited to minimum standards for keeping records of valua-
14 tion, classification and ownership, production and mainte-
15 nance of tax maps, and use of the opinion, guides, manuals
16 or other information furnished the assessors under the pro-
17 visions of sections one A and three by the commissioner, or
18 is due to failure on the part of its assessors or any of them,
19 to properly examine the records of the registry of deeds and
20 probate court, he shall forthwith direct said assessors to meet
21 the minimum standards required, to make use of the opinions,
22 guides, manuals or other information furnished by him, and
23 to make such examinations of the records of the registry of
24 deeds and probate court as he deems necessary to correct the
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25 failure of the town to value any or all of the property for
26 taxation according to law. On failure by the assessors, or any
27 of them, to comply with such directions of the commissioner,
28 he shall forthwith notify the mayor or the selectmen, in
29 writing, of said failure with any requirements which he deems
30 necessary or expedient to require proper performance, valua-
31 tion and classification of property for taxation according to
32 law. Such notice shall contain a statement that failure of the
33 town to comply with the requirements will result in court ac-
34 tion.
35 At the request of local assessors, he shall provide engineer-
36 ing, professional or technical services for the installation of
37 such record keeping system, the production and installation of
38 tax maps, the appraisal or reappraisal of property, or such
39 other action as he has required for the town to meet the mini-
40 mum standards prescribed.
41 Section IfA. If such city or town fails, at the earliest op-
42 portunity, to comply with the notice and requirements of the
43 commissioner and continues to fail to meet the minimum
44 standards provided in section one and to value property for
45 taxation in violation of section thirty-eight of chapter fifty-
46 nine, the supreme judicial or superior court may, on the
47 petition of the commissioner, order the mayor or selectmen
48 to comply with the requirements of the commissioner or or-
49 der its assessors to value property for taxation at its fair
50 cash valuation and to classify real property according to use
51 and to meet the minimum standards necessary to accomplish
52 this within a definite period of time to be determined by the
53 court. The commissioner shall file with his petition copies
54 of his directions to the assessors and of his notice to the
55 mayor or selectmen under the provisions of section four, to-
56 gether with such other evidence in his possession which he
57 has collected in accordance with sections one A and six as
58 will be helpful to the court in determining whether or not
59 such an order should be issued.
60 Section JfB. A city or town whose mayor or selectmen and
61 assessors have been ordered under section four A to comply
62 with the requirements of the commissioner may request him
63 to provide engineering, professional or technical services for
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64 the installation of such record keeping systems, the produc-
65 tion and installation of tax maps, the appraisal or reappraisal
66 of property, the classification of property, or such other ac-
67 tion as may be necessary for it to comply with the court68 order.
69 Section lfC. Whenever the commissioner provides any serv-
70 ice under the provisions of section four to assist a city or
71 town to comply with his requirements or under the provisions
72 of section four B to comply with a court order issued under
73 the provisions of section four A, the costs of such services
74 shall be paid primarily by the commonwealth; and, upon cer-
75 tification by the commissioner of the expense of providing or
76 contracting for such services, the state treasurer shall issue
77 his warrant requiring the assessors of the cities and towns
78 concerned and of the towns in which a district is located to
79 assess a tax to the amount of said expense, and such amounts
80 shall be collected and paid to the state treasurer as provided
81 by section twenty of chapter fifty-nine. Any balance due
82 shall be assessed, collected and paid in succeeding years in
83 like manner.
84 Whenever, in the opinion of the commissioner, it is neces-
85 sary for an assessor to attend any training program under the
86 provisions of section three, the registration fees, costs of study
87 material and necessary travel expense will be paid by the as-
88 sessor’s city, town or district.

*

1 Section 4. Said chapter fifty-eight is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section six, as appearing in the Ter-
3 centenary Edition, and inserting in place thereof the follow-
4 ing section: —
5 Section 6. The commissioner may collect and tabulate in-
6 formation as to the classification, sales price and fair cash
7 value of real estate in the several towns. For this purpose he
8 may require assessors to furnish him with any information
9 in their possession, may consult persons likely to have knowl-

10 edge as to the classification, sales price and fair cash value
11 of separate parcels of real estate, and may examine probate
12 and other records.

I  Section 5. Said chapter fifty-eight is hereby further
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2 amended by striking out sections seven A through seven E,
3 inclusive.
1 Section 6. Chapter fifty-eight of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by striking out section ten, as most recently
3 amended by section seven of chapter five hundred and eighty
4 of the acts of nineteen hundred and seventy-eight, and insert-
5 ing in place thereof the following section: —
6 Section 10. In determining the equalized valuations required
7 by section nine, the commissioner shall make and issue such
8 comprehensive assessment ratio studies of the average level
9 of assessment, the degrees of assessment, uniformity, and

10 over-all compliance with assessment and classification re-
11 quirements for each major class of property in each city and
12 town of the commonwealth as he shall deem appropriate to
13 indicate the degree of compliance with the law and rules and
14 regulations for the assessment and classification of property
15 in each city and town.
16 For the purposes of this section, the commissioner shall
17 collect and tabulate information relative to all sales of real
18 estate and shall also cause appraisals to be made of properties
19 of various classes in each city and town sufficient in number
20 and so selected, by random sampling or otherwise, as to (a)
21 confirm the assessment ratio derived from selling prices, (b)
22 assist in determining assessment ratio wherever the number
23 of sales is insufficient to represent all properties of any specific
24 class in a city or town, (c) provide a substitute for selling
25 prices of properties of a unique character or which are sold
26 at infrequent intervals, and (d) establish an assessment ratio
27 for personal property assessed in each city or town.
28 The commissioner may require from state, city and town
29 officers and from individual property owners such returns and
30 statements relative to the amount and value of taxable prop-
31 erty and the income derived therefrom in the several cities
32 and towns as he deems necessary. If a city or town fails to
33 submit such information in its possession or which it can
34 reasonably be expected to obtain as the commissioner requests
35 in writing for use in determining the equalized valuations re-



1979.] SENATE — No. 1916. 9
36 quired by section nine and such failure continues for thirty
37 days after such written request, such city or town shall not
38 have a right to submit testimony to the commissioner as pro-
39 vided under section ten A and the decision of the commissioner
40 with respect to such city or town shall be final.
1 Section 7. Notwithstanding any provisions of section one
2 of chapter fifty-eight of the General Laws, as inserted by this
3 act, any person who on the effective date of this act shall
4 have been elected or appointed an assessor in any city or
5 town and who is continuing to perform such duties on the
6 date the commission establishes the minimum standards for
7 qualifications of assessing personnel required by said section
8 one shall have one year from such date to acquire the neces-
9 sary qualifications.
1 Section 8. Chapter forty-one of the General Laws is here-
2 by amended by inserting after section thirty A the follow-
3 ing section: —
4 Section SOB. Any two or more cities and towns may enter
5 into an agreement for joint or cooperative assessing, classifica-
6 tion and valuation of property. Such agreement shall pro-
7 vide for: —
8 (1) the division, merger or consolidation of administra-
9 five functions between or among the parties, or the perform-

10 mances thereof by one city or town on behalf of all the
11 parties;
12 (2) the financing of the joint or cooperative undertaking;
13 (3) the rights and responsibilities of the parties with re-
14 spect to the direction and supervision of the work to be per-
15 formed and with respect to the administration of the assessing
16 office including the receipt and disbursement of funds, the
17 maintenance of accounts and records and the auditing of ac-
18 counts;
19 (4) annual reports of the assessor to the constituent par-
20 ties;21 (5) the duration of the agreement and procedures for
22 amendment or termination thereof; and
23 (6) any other necessary or appropriate matter.
24 Unless the agreement provides for assessing by one city or
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25 town on behalf of the other cities and towns parties thereto,
26 the agreement shall provide for the designation of an appoint-
27 ing authority representing all of the cities and towns in the
28 district, which shall be responsible for the appointment of an
29 assessor who shall serve as the assessor for each and all cities
30 and towns in the district. Subject to the rules and regulations
31 established by the commissioner of revenue pursuant to sec-
32 tion one of chapter fifty-eight, the agreement shall provide
33 for qualifications, terms and conditions or employment for V!
34 the assessor and employees of his office. The agreement may
35 provide for inclusion of the assessor and said employees in
36 insurance, retirement programs and other benefit programs
37 of one of the constituent parties; and any city or town party
38 to such an agreement may include employees of an assessing
39 district in such programs.
40 No agreement for joint or cooperative assessing made pur-
41 suant to this section shall take effect until it has been ap-
42 proved in writing by the commissioner of revenue.

1 Section 9. Section seventeen B of said chapter fifty-eight,
2 as most recently amended by section eight of chapter five
3 hundred and eighty of the acts of nineteen hundred and kev-
4 enty-eight, is hereby further amended by striking out the
5 second sentence and inserting in place thereof the following
6 sentence: —
7 Such losses of taxes as determined by the commissioner
8 shall be based on the then current tax rate in each town in
9 which property has been taken for flood control reservoirs

10 and on the average assessed valuation for a period of five
11 years prior to the acquisition of said land; provided, that
12 whenever a town wherein a flood control reservoir or por-
13 tion thereof is located shall have made a general revaluation
14 of property subject to the annual municipal taxes for such
15 town, the commissioner may use such revaluation for de-
16 termining the taxes for which payment shall be made.
1 Section 10. The second paragraph of section one of chap-
2 ter fifty-eight A of the General Laws, as most recently amend-
3 ed by section nine of chapter five hundred and eighty of the
4 acts of nineteen hundred and seventy-eight is hereby further
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5 amended by striking out the third sentence and inserting in
6 place thereof the following sentence: —
7 The majority of the members of the board shall constitute
8 a quorum for the transaction of its business, except that the
9 board may provide by rule for the decision by a single mem-

10 ber on appeals from a board of assessors where the assessed
11 value of the property involved in the appeal does not exceed
12 fifty thousand dollars and also in cases where the assessed
13 value exceeds fifty thousand but does not exceed one hundred
14 thousand dollars when the appellant gives written consent to
15 a decision by a single member.

1 Section 11. Section ten of chapter five hundred and eighty
2 of the acts of nineteen hundred and seventy-eight is hereby
3 further repealed.
1 Section 12. Section seven of said chapter fifty-eight A, as
2 most recently amended by section eleven of chapter five hun-
3 dred and eighty of the acts of nineteen hundred and seventy-
4 eight, is hereby further amended by striking out the ninth
5 and tenth sentences and inserting in place thereof the fol-
6 lowing sentences: —
7 The party taking the appeal shall at the time of filing the
8 petition pay to the clerk an entry fee of thirty dollars for
9 each appeal from a decision of the commissioner, or, in the

10 case of an appeal from a decision of a board of assessors, an
11 entry fee of ten dollars where the assessed value of the real
12 property or personal property, or both, the tax on which is
13 sought to be abated, is fifty thousand dollars or less; or, where
14 such assessed value is in excess of fifty thousand dollars, an
15 entry fee equal to thirty cents on each one thousand dollars
16 of said assessed value. Except as provided in section twelve
17 C, the board shall not consider, unless equity and good con-
18 science so require, any issue of fact or contention of law not
19 specifically set out in the petition upon appeal or raised in the
20 answer.

1 Section 13. Section seven A of said chapter fifty-eight A,
2 as most recently amended by section twelve of chapter five
3 hundred and eighty of the acts of nineteen hundred and sev-
4 enty-eight, is hereby further amended by striking out the
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5 third, fourth, fifth, sixth and seventh sentences and inserting
6 in place thereof the following five sentences: —
7 An appellant desiring to be heard under the informal pro-
8 cedure shall pay to the clerk the entry fee provided in section
9 seven, except that the minimum entry fee shall be two dollars

10 if the assessed valuation of the property on which the tax
11 appealed from was assessed does not exceed twenty thousand
12 dollars and such property is occupied in whole or in part
13 by the appellant as his dwelling, contains no more than three
14 units designed for dwelling purposes and is in no part used
15 for any other purposes, or if the assessed valuation of the
16 property on which the tax appealed from was assessed does
17 not exceed five thousand dollars and such property is within
18 the class of tangible personal property described in clause
19 twentieth of section five of chapter fifty-nine, and shall file
20 a written waiver of the right to appeal to the supreme ju-
21 dicial court, except upon questions of law raised by the plead-
22 ings or by an agreed statement of facts or shown by the re-
23 port of the board, an election of the informal procedure and
24 a written statement of the facts in the case and of the amount
25 claimed in abatement together with such additional informa-
26 tion as the clerk may require. The statement last referred
27 to may be made on forms to be supplied by the board and,
28 if the appellant so requests and the assessed valuation of the
29 property concerned does not exceed twenty thousand dollars,
30 shall be made out for the appellant by the clerk or an em-
31 ployee of the board designated by the board. The clerk shall
32 then serve a copy of such statement upon the appellee. No
33 further pleadings shall be required under this procedure if
34 the appellee intends to offer no other defense than that the
35 property was not overvalued or that the property was not
36 improperly classified; otherwise it shall file with the board
37 within thirty days of the service of such statement an answer
38 similar to that required under the procedure provided by sec-
39 tion seven, hereinafter referred to as the formal procedure.
40 If the assessed valuation of the property concerned exceeds
41 twenty thousand dollars, the appellee, within ten days of the
42 date of the service of such statement, may elect to have the
43 appeal heard under the formal procedure by so notifying the
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44 clerk in writing and by paying him a transfer fee of ten dol-
45 lars, in which case the said statement shall be considered to
46 be a petition and such service to be service of the petition
47 and the waiver of the right of appeal by the appellant shall be48 void.
1 Section 14. Section thirteen of chapter five hundred and
2 eighty of the acts of nineteen hundred and seventy-eight is
3 hereby repealed.
1 Section 15. Section twelve B of said chapter fifty-eight A,
2 as most recently amended by chapter five hundred and eighty
3 of the acts of nineteen hundred and seventy-eight, is hereby
4 further amended by striking out the first sentence and in-
5 serting in place thereof the following sentence: —
6 At any hearing relative to the assessed valuation or classi-
7 fication of property, evidence as to the valuation or classifica-
8 tion of property at which assessors have assessed other prop-
9 erty of a comparable nature or class shall be admissible.
1 Section 16. Said chapter fifty-eight A is hereby further
2 amended by inserting after section twelve B the following
3 section: —
4 Section 12C. In any appeal to the assessed valuation of
5 property, the ratios which assessments in the city or town
6 bear to the fair cash value of each class of property therein
7 and the ratio which the total assessed value bears to the total
8 fair cash value therein as determined by the state tax com-
9 mission pursuant to section ten C of chapter fifty-eight shall

10 be judicially noticed by the appellate tax board and shall be
11 prima facie evidence of the assessment practices of the city
12 or town and the ratios at which property is assessed for the
13 year for which said determination is reported by the state
14 tax commission and for each following year until a new de-
15 termination is reported by said commission under said section
16 ten C.17 The board may give an abatement on the basis of a dis-
18 proportionate assessment even though that issue has not been
19 raised by the pleadings, provided the evidence so warrants.

1  Section 17. Section thirteen of said chapter fifty-eight A
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2 is hereby amended by striking out the first sentence, as ap-
3 pearing in section fifteen of chapter five hundred and eighty
4 of the acts of 1978, and inserting in place thereof the follow-
5 ing:— The board shall make a decision in each case heard
6 by it and may make findings of fact and report thereon in
7 writing; provided, that every decision granting an abatement
8 without findings of fact and report which relates to a tax on
9 land with one or more buildings thereon shall, if so requested

10 by the appellee in writing at the commencement of the hear-
11 ing, state separately the value of the land of each building.
1 Section 18. Chapter fifty-nine of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by inserting after section two, the following
3 two sections: —
4 Section 3 (a) Real property for the purpose of taxation
5 shall include all land within the Commonwealth and all build-
6 ings and other things thereon or affixed thereto, unless other-
7 wise exempted from taxation under other provisions of law.
8 The assessors of each city and town shall determine the fair
9 cash valuation of such real property for the purposes of taxa-

10 tion on the first day of January of each year.
11 Mortgages upon buildings or other things, which with' the
12 land upon which they are erected or to which they are af-
13 fixed are taxable as real estate defined herein, shall be deemed
14 mortgages of real estate for the purpose of taxation, and shall
15 be taxed under sections eleven to fourteen, inclusive.
16 (b) The assessors shall determine the fair cash valuation
17 of such real property according to section thirty-eight; and
18 if the city or town has been certified by the commissioner
19 under this section, it shall classify such real property accord-
20 ing to the following uses:— “Class One, Residential”, property
21 used or held for human habitation containing one or more
22 dwelling units with facilities designed and used for living,
23 sleeping, cooking and eating on a non-transient basis. Such
24 property includes accessory land, buildings or improvements
25 incidental to such habitation and used exclusively by the
26 residents of the property or their guests. Such property shall
27 not include a hotel, or motel. Such property may be expressly
28 exempt from taxation under other provisions of this chapter.
29 “Class Two, Commercial”, property used or held for use for
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30 business purposes and not specifically includible in another
31 class, including but not limited to any commercial, business,
32 retail, trade, service, recreational, agricultural, artistic,
33 sporting, fraternal, governmental, educational, medical or re-
34 ligious enterprise, for non-profit purposes. Such property
35 may be expressly exempt from taxation under other provi-
36 sions of this chapter.
37 “Class Three, Industrial”, property used or held for use for

<| 38 manufacturing, milling, converting, producing, processing or
39 fabricating materials; the extraction or processing of mate-
40 rials unserviceable in their natural state to create commercial
41 products or materials; the mechanical, chemical or electronic
42 transformation of property into new products; the storage,
43 transmission and generation of utilities regulated by the de-
44 partment of public utilities; and any use that is incidental to
45 or an integral part of such use, whether for profit or non-
46 profit purposes. Such property may be expressly exempt from
47 taxation under other provisions of this chapter.
48 “Class Four, Open-Space”, land of not less than five acres in
49 area which is not otherwise taxable under the provisions of
50 chapter sixty-one or sixty-one A, or taxable under a perma-
51 nent conservation restriction or lands otherwise taxed for
52 recreational purposes under other provisions of law, and
53 which land is not held for the production of income but is
54 maintained in an open or natural condition and which con-
55 tributes significantly to the benefit and enjoyment of the
56 public.57 Where real property is used or held for use for more than
58 one purpose and such uses result in different classifications,
59 the assessors shall allocate to each classification the percent-
60 age of the fair cash valuation of the property devoted to each
61 use according to the guidelines promulgated by the eom-

$ 62 missioner.63 Real property which is exempt from taxation under section
64 five shall be classified according to said guidelines.
65 (c) Classification of real property shall not be implemented
66 in any city or town until the commissioner has certified in
67 writing to the assessors of such city or town that the assess-
68 ments upon real property that they propose to make are at
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69 fair cash valuation as required by section thirty-eight and
70 that a majority of its assessors are qualified to classify its
71 real property. If such proposed assessments and the qualifi-
72 cations of its assessors are so certified by the commissioner,
73 either upon application of the assessors or upon his initiative,
74 the city or town shall classify its real property in accordance
75 with the provisions of this chapter.
76 Section 3A. Except as otherwise provided in section three E, v
77 real estate owned in fee or otherwise or held in trust for the
78 benefit of the United States, the commonwealth, or a county,
79 city or town, or any instrumentality thereof, if used in con-
80 nection with a business conducted for profit or leased or oc-
81 cupied for other than public purposes, shall for the privilege
82 of such use, lease or occupancy, be valued, classified, assessed
83 and taxed annually as of January first to the user, lessee or
84 occupant in the same manner and to the same extent as if
85 such user, lessee or occupant were the owner thereof in fee,
86 whether or not there is any agreement by such user, lessee or
87 occupant to pay taxes assessed under this section; provided,
88 however, that whenever under the constitution of laws of the
89 United States the privilege of such use, lease or occupancy
90 of real estate owned by the United States cannot be taxed as
91 aforesaid, but a leasehold or other interest in such real estate
92 or the ownership of or an interest in buildings and other
93 things erected thereon or affixed thereto, may be taxed, such
94 interest or ownership shall be valued, classified, assessed and
95 taxed to the holder thereof to the extent permitted by such
96 constitution and laws. Except as otherwise provided, a pay-
97 ment purporting to be in lieu of a local tax for a particular
98 year on real estate subject to this section shall be applied in
99 reduction of the tax assessed under this section for such year

100 with respect to such real estate. Notwithstanding any con-
101 trary provision of section fifteen, unless there is a different
102 agreement, no tax assessed under this section shall be re-
103 tained out of rent or recovered under section fifteen.
104 No tax assessed under this section shall be a lien upon the
105 real estate with respect to which it is assessed; nor shall any
106 such tax be enforced by any sale or taking of such real estate;
107 but the interest of any lessee therein may be sold or taken
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108 by the collector of the town in which the real estate lies for
109 the non-payment of such tax in the manner provided by law
110 for the sale or taking of real estate for non-payment of annual
111 taxes. Such collector shall have for the collection of taxes
112 assessed under this section all other remedies provided by
113 chapter sixty for the collection of annual taxes upon real114 estate.
115 This section shall not apply to a use, lease or occupancy
116 which is reasonably necessary to the public purpose of a pub-
117 lie airport, port facility, Massachusetts Turnpike, transit
118 authority or park, which is available to the use of the general
119 public or to easements, grants, licenses or rights of way of
120 public utility companies; to the property of the United States,
121 or any instrumentality thereof, for which payments are made
122 in lieu of taxes in amounts equivalent to taxes which might
123 otherwise be lawfully assessed, in behalf of the United States
124 or any instrumentality thereof; or to the property of the
125 United States, or any instrumentality thereof, which is used
126 by a manufacturing corporation so classified under chapter
127 fifty-eight.

1 Section 19. Sections seventeen to twenty-nine, inclusive,
2 of chapter five hundred and eighty of the acts of nineteen
3 hundred and seventy-eight as hereby repealed.
1 Section 20. Said chapter fifty-nine is hereby amended by
2 inserting, after section five, the following three sections:—
3 Section 6. Property held by a city, town or district includ-
4 ing the metropolitan water district, in another city or town
5 for the purpose of a water supply, the protection of its
6 sources or a sewage disposal, or of a public airport if yielding
7 no rent, shall not be liable to taxation therein; but the city,
8 town or district so holding it shall, annually on July first, pay
9 to the city or town where it lies an amount equal to that

10 which such city or town would receive for taxes upon the
11 average of the assessed taxable valuation of the land, which
12 shall not include buildings or other structures except in the
13 case of land taken for the purpose of protecting the sources
14 of an existing water supply, for the three years last preceding
15 the acquisition thereof, the valuation for each year being re-
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16 duced by all abatements thereon. Whenever a city or town in
17 which such land is located shall have made a general revalu-
18 ation of all its real property for purposes of taxation, the
19 valuation of such land for the purpose of payments authorized
20 by this section shall be determined by the commission of rev-
21 enue as of January first, between January first and June first,
22 in the year succeeding such revaluation and in every fifth
23 year thereafter, so that the payment with respect to such
24 land shall remain substantially the same as that made prior
25 to such revaluation. The city, town or district owning such
26 land, if aggrieved by the determination of the commissioner,
27 may within six months after written notice thereof appeal to
28 the appellate tax board. Any part of such land or buildings
29 from which any revenue in the nature of rent is received shall
30 be subject to taxation. Revenue received for the use of such
31 areas of land within the property so held for the purpose of
32 a public airport as are used for the take-off and landing of
33 aircraft, including runways and taxi strips, or for the use of
34 buildings on such property which are used as a terminal or
35 administration building or for housing, servicing and repair-
36 ing aircraft, shall not be deemed to be rent or revenue in the
37 nature of rent within the meaning of this paragraph.
38 If such land is part of a larger tract which has been as-
39 sessed as a whole, its assessed valuation in any year shall be
40 taken to be that proportional part of the valuation of the
41 whole tract which the value of the land so acquired, exclusive
42 of buildings, bore in that year to the value of the entire estate.
43 Section 7. The assessors of a city or town where land is
44 acquired by such other city, town or district for water supply
45 or sewage disposal or for a public airport shall, within one
46 year after such acquisition, determine the average valuation
47 of such land under the preceding section and certify the
48 amount so determined to such other city, town or district.
49 The mayor or selectmen, the commissioners or prudential
50 committee of a district, or the metropolitan district commis-
51 sion, within six months after receipt of said certificate, may
52 appeal from such determination to the appellate tax board;
53 and said board shall determine the valuation in the manner
54 provided in the preceding section, and section sixty-five, so
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55 far as applicable, shall govern such appeal.
56 if land within any city or town shall have been taken from
57 it for said purposes, and for any one of the three years prior
58 to the taking shall have been used for any public purpose,
59 and for that reason no taxes have been collected thereon, the
60 city or town and the board or officer having charge of the
61 land so taken may within six years after the taking agree as
62 to the value of the land upon which the annual payment is
63 to be made as aforesaid from the time of the taking, and if
64 they cannot agree the board or officer shall notify the city or
65 town thereof, and thereupon the value shall be determined by
66 the appellate tax board under said section sixty-five, and said
67 notice shall be deemed to be the notice referred to in said
68 section sixty-five. This and section six shall apply to property
69 held for the purposes of the metropolitan water supply, ex-
70 cept property situated in Ashland, Boylston, Holden, Hopkin-
71 top, Sterling or West Boylston, but shall apply only to prop-
72 erty acquired by a city, town or district, including the metro-
73 politan water district, prior to January first, nineteen hun-
74 dred and forty-six.
75 Section 1A. Land acquired on or after January first, nine-
76 teen hundred and forty-six, by a municipality or a district,
77 including the metropolitan water district, and held on Jan-
78 uary first in any year for any public purpose by such munici-
79 pality, in this section referred to as the holding municipality,
80 or by such district, if such land lies in a municipality other
81 than such holding municipality, or, in the case of land so ae-
82 quired and held by a district, in a municipality other than the
83 municipality or municipalities in which the district lies or
84 which constitute the district, shall, with all buildings and
85 other things erected thereon or affixed thereto, be exempt
86 from taxation for the next following fiscal year except as
87 hereinafter otherwise provided; but such holding municipality
88 or district shall, on July first of such year, pay to the munic-
89 ipality where such land lies the amount which would be as-
90 sessable for the next following fiscal year upon a valuation
91 equal to the average of the assessed taxable valuations of the
92 land and all buildings and other things erected thereon or af-
93 fixed thereto on the three assessment dates next preceding the
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94 acquisition of the land, the assessed valuation for each as-
95 sessment date being reduced by all abatements, if any. If land
96 subject to this section was not separately assessed or was
97 exempt from taxation on any of said assessment dates, the
98 fair cash value of the land and all buildings and other things
99 erected thereon or affixed thereto on such assessment date

100 shall for the purposes of this section be deemed to be the as-
101 sessed valuation thereof on such date. Whenever a city or
102 town in which such land is located shall have made a general
103 revaluation of all its real property for purposes of taxation,
104 the valuation of such land for the purpose of payments au-
105 thorized by this section shall be determined by the commis-
106 sioner of revenue as of January first, between January first,
107 and June first, in the year succeeding such general revalua-
108 tion and in every fifth year thereafter. The holding munic-
109 ipality or district, if aggrieved by the determination of the
110 commissioner, may within six months after written notice
111 thereof appeal to the appellate tax board.
112 The assessors of the municipality where land subject to
113 this section lies shall determine the average valuation in ae-
114 cordance with this section and certify such valuation to the
115 holding municipality or district liable under this section.
116 Such holding municipality or district, if aggrieved by such
117 determination, may within three months, after such certifica-
118 tion appeal to the appellate tax board, which shall determine
119 the average valuation in accordance with this section.
120 If rent or any revenue in the nature of rent is received
121 from any part of any real estate subject to this section, the
122 party yielding such rent or revenue shall be subject to taxa-
123 tion. The tax shall be in addition to the amount payable un-
124 der this section. Revenue received for the use of such por-
125 tions of a public airport as are used for the taking-off and
126 landing of airplanes, including runways, taxi and transition
127 strips, or revenue received for the use of buildings on a pub-
128 lie airport, which are actually and exclusively used for serv-
129 icing and repairing airplanes, shall not be deemed to be rent
130 or revenue in the nature of rent within the meaning of this
131 paragraph.

1 Section 21. Said chapter fifty-nine is hereby amended by
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2 inserting, after section eight A, the following section: —
3 Section 8B. All real and personal property of an electric
4 or gas utility company subject tx> rate regulation by the de-
5 partment of public utilities or the federal energy regulatory
6 commission, unless such property is otherwise exempted by
7 law, situated in a city or town that has been certified under
8 section three (c) shall be exempt from real and personal prop-
9 erty tax under this chapter; provided, however, that such

10 utility company shall be subject to a local excise for the privi-
11 lege of doing business in a city or town. To compute such
12 excise, the assessor of each city and town in which such util-
13 ity company property exists shall multiply the current tax
14 rate by the current assessed value of such property, as de-
15 termined by the commissioner of revenue. The current as-
16 sessed value of such property of such electric or gas utility
17 company in each city or town shall be determined by mul-
18 tiplying the current net book value of such property by the
19 assessment factor computed by use of the following for-
20 mula: —
21 F EQUALS AVU TIMES CVN
22 CVU AVN
23 As used in the foregoing formula the following letters shall
24 have the following meanings: —
25 F, excise assessment factor
26 AVU, actual assessed value for the base fiscal year, as final-
27 ly determined under the appeal procedures of this chapter, of
28 all real and personal property of a utility company within the
29 city or town.
30 CVU, Net Book Value for the base fiscal year of all real
31 and personal property of said utility company within the city
32 or town, as determined by the commissioner of revenue.
33 CVN, taxable valuation for the base fiscal year of all real
34 and personal property within the city or town, except real
35 and personal property of utility companies subject to this
36 section, determined as though chapter fifty-nine A had been
37 applicable thereto.
38 AVN, actual assessed valuation for the base fiscal year of
39 all real and personal property within the city or town except
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40 real and personal property of all utility companies subject
41 to this section.
42 As used in the foregoing paragraphs, the words “the base
43 fiscal year” shall mean the fiscal year preceding the first
44 fiscal year in which taxes are assessed on the basis of the
45 classication under section three (c).
46 Excises so assessed by such city or town for such privilege
47 of doing business shall be paid in accordance with the ap-
48 plicable provisions of this chapter.
49 Every such utility company shall, on or before January
50 thirty-first in each year, make a return to the commissioner
51 signed and sworn to by its treasurer. This return shall be in
52 the form and detail prescribed by the commissioner and shall
53 contain all information necessary to establish the net book
54 values of its real and personal property located in each city
55 and town which has been certified under section three (c)
56 as of January first of such year and any prior year. If any
57 company, or any treasurer thereof, shall in any year refuse
58 or neglect to make such return, the commissioner shall esti-
59 mate the book values of the property of the company, and in
60 such case the values determined shall not be less than twice
61 the values determined in the previous year.
62 On or before March fifteenth in each year, the commis-
63 sioner shall determine and certify to each such utility com-
64 pany and to the board of assessors of every city and town
65 certified under section three (c) and where such utility com-
66 pany’s real and personal property is located the net book
67 values of such property for the purpose of computing the ex-
68 cise imposed by this section.
69 Every board of assessors shall, as and when required by
70 the commissioner, furnish him with any and all information
71 in its knowledge or possession relating to any property, the
72 value of which the commissioner is required to determine un-
73 der this section.

1 Section 22. Said chapter fifty-nine is hereby amended by
2 inserting, after section twelve, the following six sentences:
3 Section 13. If the holder of such mortgage fails to file in
4 the assessor’s office a sworn statement of all bis estate liable
5 to taxation under the preceding section, including a state-
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6 menit of the full amount remaining unpaid upon such mort-
7 gage and of his interest therein; the amount stated in the
8 mortgage shall be inclusive as to the extent of such interest;
9 but his interest in such real estate shall not be assessed at a

10 greater sum than the fair cash valuation of the land and the
11 structures thereon or affixed thereto; and the amount of a
12 mortgage interest in an estate divided after the creation of
13 such mortgage need not be apportioned upon the several parts
14 of such estate, except as provided in sections seventy-nine to
15 eighty-one, inclusive. Whenever, in any case of mortgaged
16 real estate, such statement is not brought in, no tax on such
17 real estate for the year then current shall be invalidated for
18 the reason that a mortgagee’s interest has not been assessed
19 to him.
20 Section Uf. Mortgagors and mortgagees referred to in the
21 two preceding sections shall for the purpose of taxation be
22 deemed joint owners until the mortgagee takes possession;
23 and until such possession is taken by a first mortgagee, an
24 assessor or the collector of taxes, upon application, shall give
25 to any such mortgagee or mortgagor a tax bill showing the
26 whole tax on the mortgaged estate and the amount included
27 in the valuation thereof as the interest of each mortgagee and
28 of the mortgagor respectively. If the first mortgagee is in
29 possession, he shall be deemed sole owner; and any other
30 mortgagee in possession shall be deemed joint owner with
31 prior mortgagees.
32 Section 15. If a tenant paying rent for real estate is taxed
33 therefor he may retain out of his rent the taxes paid by him,
34 or may recover the same in an action against his landlord,
35 unless there is a different agreement between them.
36 Section 16. The undivided real estate of a deceased person
37 may be assessed to his heirs or devisees, without designating
38 any of them by name, until the names of such heirs or de-
39 visees appear in the probate court records in the county in
40 which said real estate lies; and each heir or devisee shall be
41 liable for the whole of such tax, and when paid by him he may
42 recover of the other heirs or devisees their respective pro-
43 portions thereof.
44 Section 17. The real estate of a person deceased, the right
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45 or title to which is doubtful or unascertained by reason of
46 litigation concerning the will of the deceased or the validity
47 thereof, may be assessed in general terms to his estate, and
48 said tax shall constitute a lien upon the land so assessed and
49 may be enforced by sale of the same or a part thereof, as
50 provided for enforcing other liens for taxes on real estate.
51 Section 17A .Wherever real estate has been unassessed be-
52 cause the right or title thereto has been doubtful or unas-
53 certained because of missing records or otherwise, and a
54 municipality has conducted a search and has determined the
55 record ownership of said real estate, the said real estate shall
56 become subject to a lien for the expenditures incurred by said
57 municipality in the determination of said ownership. The as-
58 sessor of said municipality shall forthwith cause to be re-
59 corded in the registry of deeds for the county or district in
60 which the real estate is located a statement containing the
61 name of the owner or owners of said real estate, an adequate
62 description thereof, and the amount of said expenditures in-
63 curred, for which amount a lien on said real estate shall be-
64 come effective as of the time and date of its recording. No
65 such lien shall be effective against a bona fide purchaser or
66 other transferee without notice of such lien. The recording
67 fee for such statement shall be added to and become a part
68 of the expenditures constituting said lien.
1 Section 23. Said chapter fifty-hine is hereby amended by
2 striking out section thirty-eight, as amended by chapter eight
3 hundred and fifty-three of the acts of 1975, and inserting in
4 place thereof the following section: —
5 Section 38. The assessors of each city and town shall at
6 the time appointed therefor make a fair cash valuation of all
7 the estate, real and personal, subject to taxation therein, and
8 such determination shall be the assessed valuation of such
9 estate. In cities, the assessors may, in any year, divide the

10 city into convenient assessment districts.
11 In cities and towns certified under section three (c), the
12 proportion of the assessed valuation of real property subject
13 to taxation under this chapter and classified under said sec-
14 tion three shall be as follows: —
15 Class One, Residential, forty per cent;
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1® Class Two, Commercial, fifty per cent;
17 Class Three, Industrial, fifty-five per cent; and
18 Class Four, Open-Space, twenty-five per cent.
19 The resulting amount shall be the taxable valuation of the
20 property to which the assessor shall apply the tax rate of
21 the city or town, after deducting any exemptions that may be
22 applicable, to determine the tax due and payable on such23 property
24 With respect to real property classified as Class One, Resi-
25 dential, there shall be exempt from property taxation, except
26 special assessments, five thousand dollars of the taxable val-
27 uation. Only one such exemption shall be allowed to any one
28 parcel. This exemption shall be in addition to any exemp-
29 tions allowable under section five; provided, however, that in
30 no instance shall the taxable valuation of such property after
31 all applicable exemptions be reduced below ten per cent of its
32 fair cash valuation, except through the applicability of
33 clauses eighteen of section five. Where, under section five,
34 the exemption is based upon an amount of tax rather than
35 valuation, the reduction of taxable valuation for purposes of
36 the preceding sentence shall be computed by dividing the said
37 amount of tax by the tax rate of the city or town and multi-
38 plying the result by one thousand dollars. For purposes of
39 this paragraph, “parcel” shall mean a unit of real property as
40 defined by the assessors in accordance with the deed for such
41 property and shall include a condominium unit.

1 Section 24. Said chapter fifty-nine is hereby amended by
2 inserting, after section thirty-eight A, the following four sec-
3 tions: —
4 Section 38B. A board of assessors may request the owner
5 or lessee of any real property to make a written return un-
6 der oath within sixty days containing such information as
7 may reasonably be required by it to determine the actual fair
8 cash valuation of such property.
9 Failure of an owner or lessee of real property to comply

10 with such request within sixty days after it has been made
11 shall bar him from any statutory appeal under this chapter,
12 unless the owner or lessee of such real property was unable
13 to comply with such request for reasons beyond his control.
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14 If any owner or lessee of real property in a return made under
15 this section makes any statement which he knows to be false
16 in a material particular, such false statement shall bar him
17 from any statutory appeal under this chapter.
18 Section 38C. A board of assessors may require testimony
19 under oath of a taxpayer relative to his written return filed
20 under section thirty-eight B and may also require testimony
21 under oath of any applicant for abatement under section fifty-
22 nine.
23 Section 38D. The eligibility of real property for classifica-
24 tion as Class Four property under section thirty-eight shall
25 be determined by the assessors for each fiscal year. Applica-
26 tion for such classification shall be submitted by the owner
27 of the real property to the assessors of the city or town in
28 which such land is situated on or before October first of the
29 year preceding the fiscal year for which such classification
30 is being sought. If a city or town is first certified under sec-
31 tion three (c) after July first of any year, such application
32 may be filed within ninety days of the date of the certification
33 of the commissioner. Application shall be made on a form
34 prescribed by the commissioner and provided for the use of
35 the applicant by the assessors. Such form shall provide for
36 the reporting of such information as the assessors may re-
37 quire in determining whether such land qualifies as Class
38 Four property and shall be signed and certified under the pen-
39 allies of perjury as to the accuracy of the information sub-
40 mitted.
41 Failure to file an application for classification within the
42 time and in the manner prescribed in this section shall con-
43 stitute a waiver of right to the classification being sought.
44 Section 38E. An application for classification of property
45 as Class Four property shall be allowed or disallowed by the
46 assessors of the city or town in which such land is located
47 within three months of the filing thereof. Such application
48 shall be disallowed by the assessors of the city or town in
49 which such land is located if, in their judgment, such land
50 does not qualify thereunder. The failure of the assessors to
51 allow or disallow any such application within three months
52 following the filing thereof, shall be deemed to be an allow-
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53 ance of such application. The assessors shall, within ten days
54 of an allowance or disallowance, send written notice of such
55 allowance or disallowance by certified mail to the landowner
56 applicant and shall set forth therein the reason or reasons for
57 disallowance together with a statement advising the land-
58 owner of his right to appeal therefrom as provided in section
59 fifty-nine.

1 Section 25. Said chapter fifty-nine is hereby amended by
2 striking out section forty-four, as most recently amended by
3 section thirty-one of chapter five hundred and eighty of the
4 acts of nineteen hundred and seventy-eight, and inserting in
5 place thereof the following section: —
6 Section hh- The list shall exhibit the valuation, classifica-
7 tion and assessment of the estates of the inhabitants assessed;
8 and the valuation, classification and assessment of the estates
9 of non-resident owners, and shall contain the names of the 

10 non-resident owners of the property assessed, or such de
l l  scription of them as can be given, their places of abode, if 
12 known, the description of their estate, and the tax thereon.
1 Section 26. Section thirty-four of chapter five hundred
2 and eighty is hereby repealed.
1 Section 27. Said chapter fifty-nine is hereby amended by
2 inserting, after seventy-eight, the following sections: —
3 Section 79. If real property is divided by sale, mortgage,
4 upon a petition for partition or otherwise after a tax has been
5 assessed thereon and such division has been duly recorded
6 in the registry of deeds, the assessors, at any time before
7 said real property has been advertised for sale for nonpay-
8 ment of taxes, upon the written request of the owner or
9 mortgagee of any portion thereof, shall apportion said tax,

10 with costs and interest upon the several parcels thereof, in
11 proportion to the value of each, and only the portion of said
12 tax, interest and costs so apportioned upon any such parcel
13 shall continue to be a lien upon it; and the owners or mort-
14 gagees shall be liable for the tax apportioned upon the parcel
15 owned in whole or in part by them respectively. If a tax so
16 apportioned upon any parcel remains unpaid after such a
17 commitment to the collector, it may be recovered in an ac-
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18 tion of contract or in any other appropriate action, suit or
19 proceeding brought by the collector either in bis own name or
20 in the name of the town against said owners and mortgagees.
21 Section 80. Assessors shall send notice of the request for
22 such apportionment and of the time appointed therefor, by
23 mail, to every person interested in said real property whose
24 address is known to them.
1 Section 28. Section thirty-eight of chapter five hundred
2 and eighty of the acts of nineteen hundred and seventy-eight
3 is hereby repealed.
1 Section 29. Section three A of chapter sixty of the Gen-
2 eral Laws, as most recently amended by section thirty-nine
3 of chapter five hundred and eighty of the acts of nineteen hun-
4 dred and seventy-eight, is hereby further amended by strik-
5 ing out the third and fourth sentences and inserting in place
6 thereof the following two sentences: — Every bill or notice
7 for real or personal property tax shall have printed thereon
8 in a conspicuous place the school tax rate, the general tax
9 rate and the total tax rate of the town, as determined by the

10 assessors. In addition, every bill or notice for a tax upon
11 real property shall, by street and number, or, if no street
12 number has been assigned, by lot number or by name of prop-
13 erty or otherwise, describe in a manner sufficient to identify
14 it each parcel of real property separately assessed and shall
15 state for each such parcel the assessed valuation of the land,
16 the aggregate assessed valuation of the buildings and other
17 things erected thereon or affixed thereto, the total assessed
18 valuation, the classification of the property, if applicable,
19 total taxable valuation of the property, if applicable, the five-
20 thousand dollar residential exemption, if applicable, and the
21 tax due and payable on such property; provided, however,
22 that if there are three or more buildings or structures on any
23 such parcel, a bill or notice for a tax on such parcel shall also
24 state, or be accompanied by a paper stating, the assessed val-
25 uation of each building or structure on such parcel.
1 Section 30. Sections forty, forty-one and forty-two of
2 chapter five hundred and eighty of the acts of nineteen hun-
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3 dred and seventy-eight are hereby repealed.
1 Section 31. This act shall be applicable to property taxes
2 assessed for the fiscal year commencing July first, nineteen
3 hundred and seventy-nine and succeeding fiscal years.
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