
SENATE No. 283
By Mr. Buell, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 283) of the

Massachusetts Association of Private Career Schools, Inc., by Benjamin
B. Bush, executive director, and Robert C. Buell for legislation to regulate
the licensing of private trade, business and correspondence schools in the
Commonwealth. Education.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-one.

An Act regulating the licensing of private trade, business
AND CORRESPONDENCE SCHOOLS IN THE COMMONWEALTH OF

MASSACHUSETTS.

Be it enactedby theSenate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section 1A of chapter 75C of the General Laws,
2 as added by chapter 826 of the acts of 1977, is hereby further
3 amended by striking out the second paragraph and inserting
4 in place thereof the following paragraph:
5 If, after investigation, the state auditor finds the applicant
6 is financially qualified to operate a correspondence school, he
7 shall certify to the commissioner of education the financial
8 eligibility of the applicant to apply for a license to operate a
9 correspondence school. Such certification shall establish the

10 eligibility of the applicant for a single license period of three
11 years. Renewal of license for any succeeding three year period
12 shall be issued only after such an investigation has been made
13 by the state auditor, and every such applicant for renewal
14 shall submit to the said state auditor the financial information
15 required under this section. Financial statements shall be sub-
-16 mitted to the state auditor thirty days prior to the expiration
17 of the school license.

1 Section 2. Section 3of chapter 75D as most recently amend-
-2 ed by chapter 826 of the acts of 1977, is hereby further
3 amended by striking out the second paragraph and inserting
4 in place thereof the following paragraph:
5 If after investigation, the state auditor finds that the appli-
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cant is financially qualified to operate a private business
school, he shall certify to the commissioner the financial
eligibility of the applicant to apply for a license to operate a
private business school. Such certification shall establish the
eligibility of the applicant for a single license period of three
years. Renewal of such license for any succeeding three year
period shall be issued only after such an investigation has been
conducted and certificaton of the financial eligibility of the
applicant for renewal has been made by the state auditor.
Every such applicant for renewal shall submit to the said state
auditor the financial information required under this section.
Financial statements shall be submitted annually to the state
auditor and thirty days prior to the expiration of the school
license. Notwithstanding the provisions of section twelve of
chapter eleven pertaining to maintenance of the records in
the department of the state auditor, such financial informa-
tion submitted to the state auditor shall be retained in the
office of the state auditor and shall not be classified as public
records.
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1 Section 3. Section 4 of said chapter 75D, as so appearing,
is hereby amended by striking out the fourth paragraph and
inserting in place thereof the following paragraph:

2
3
4 The commissioner shall also approve each separate course

of instruction offered by a licensee according to such standards
or guidelines as may be established by the commissioner.
A licensee shall submit course changes, improvements and
modifications to the commissioner. Course approval shall be
valid for three years from the date of issue, but may be re-
voked or suspended if the commissioner finds that the form
or content of the course substantially differs from standards
or guidelines established by him.
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1 Section 4. Section 5 of said chapter 75D, as so appearing
is hereby further amended by striking out the words “one
year” as appearing in line 1 and inserting in place thereof the
following words: —three years.
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Section 5. Section 7 of said chapter 75D, most recentlyamended by chapter 826 of the acts of 1977, is hereby further2
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3 amended by striking out the fourth paragraph and inserting
4 in place thereof the following paragraph:
5 A license issued hereunder shall be valid for three years
6 from date of issue.

1 Section 6. Section 1A of chapter 75C of the General Laws,
2 as added by Chapter 826 of the acts of 1977, is hereby amend-
-3 ed by striking out the second paragraph and inserting in
4 place thereof the following paragraph:place thereof the following paragraph:
5 If, after investigation, the state auditor finds that the appli-
6 cant is financially qualified to operate a private trade school,
7 he shall certify to the commissioner of education the financial
8 eligibility of the applicant to apply for a license to operate a
9 private trade school. Such certification shall establish the

10 eligibility of the applicant for a single license period of three
11 years. Renewal of such license for any succeeding three year
12 period shall be issued only after such an investigation has
13 been conducted and certification of the financial eligibility of
14 the applicant for renewal has been made by the state auditor.
15 Every such applicant for renewal shall submit to the said
16 state auditor the financial information required under this
17 section. Financial statements shall be submitted to the state
18 auditor thirty days prior to the expiration of the school license.

Section 7. Section 218 of said chapter 93, as so appearing,
is hereby further amended by striking out the eighth sentence
and inserting in place thereof the following paragraph:

1
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4 A license issued hereunder shall be valid for three years

from the date of issue.5
1 Section 8. Section 2 of said chapter 75D, most recently

amended by chapter 826 of the acts of 1977, is hereby amended
by striking out the first paragraph and inserting in place
thereof the following paragraph;
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5 No private business school shall be operated in the Com-

monwealth unless licensed by the commissioner of education,
hereinafter referred to in this chapter as the commissioner.
The fee for the issuance of a license to operate a private
business school shall be one hundred dollars, and the fee for
each three year renewal thereof shall be one hundred dollars.
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There shall be a three member advisory committee in the
department of education to be appointed by the commissioner
to advise the commissioner on matters relating to private
business schools. The initial appointment shall be one, two
and three year terms respectively, and thereafter each appoint-
ment shall be for a three year term. All of the appointive
members shall have occupied for the five years preceding their
appointment managerial positions in private business schools
in the Commonwealth.
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Section 9. Section 218 of said chapter 93, most recently
amended by chapter 371 of the acts of 1955. On the anni-
versary date of the license, each school shall file a brief annual
report of operation in a format acceptable to the commission.
If a school is accredited by a national accrediting commission
recognized by the Department of Education, Washington, D.C.,
that annual report to the accrediting commission shall be
accepted.
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Section 10. To facilitate orderly transition from annual to
a three year term licensure under the provisions of this act,
any license issued in accordance with the provisions of chapter
seventy-five C; chapter seventy-five D; or sections twenty A
through twenty-one F, inclusive, of chapter ninety-three prior
to January 1, 1983, shall remain valid for a period, not less
than twelve months, nor more than thirty-six months, after
the effective date of such license.
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Section 11. This act shall take effect on January 1, 1982,1


