
SENATE No. 312
By Mr. D’Amico, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 312) of

Gerard D’Amico, Samuel Rotondi, Beulah Gray, Kevin W. Fitzgerald and
Jack H. Backman for legislation to establish full tuition scholarships for
native Americans attending state institutions of higher learning. Ed-
ucation.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-one.

AN Act establishing full tuition scholarships for native

AMERICANS ATTENDING STATE INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER LEARNING.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 69 of the General Laws is hereby amended by add-
-2 ing after Section 7E the following:
3 Section 7F. There are hereby established at least thirty full
4 scholarships for Native Americans residing in the Common-
-5 wealth of Massachusetts who qualify for entrance to any state
6 university, state college, or regional or community college, to
7 be awarded by the Board of Regents. As used in this section,
8 “Native Americans residing in the Commonwealth of Massa-
-9 chusetts” shall be deemed to include persons (a) who are In-

-10 dians of the Wampanoag, Nipmuc, Passamaquoddy, Penobscot,
11 Maliseet, and Mic Mac tribes, or any other tribe determined by
12 the Massachusetts Commission on Indian Affairs to be indigen-
-13 ous to the Commonwealth, and (b) who have resided in the
14 Commonwealth for at least three years.
15 There is hereby established an Indian Scholarship Selection
16 Committee, to be composed of five members, one to be selected
17 by each of the following: Gayhead Wampanoag Tribal Coun-
-18 cil; Mashpee Wampanoag Tribal Council; Nipmuc Tribal Coun-
-19 cil; the state’s designated liaison with resident members of the
20 Passamaquoddy, Penobscot, Maliseet, and Mic Mac tribes, with
21 whom the state has entered into treaties and other agreements;
22 the Massachusetts Commission on Indian Affairs. Members
23 shall serve on the Committee for terms of three years. The
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The Indian Scholarship Selection Committee shall:
i) establish criteria for scholarship eligibility under this

section; and33
ii) recommend candidates for scholarships under this sec-

tion, who shall be approved by the Board of Regents.
34
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Candidates for such scholarships shall apply to the Indian
Scholarship Selection Committee.
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The amount of such scholarships shall be equal to the
amount of tuition, fees, and course-related expenses charged
by the institution attended. Such scholarships shall also in-
clude a stipend equal to the average amount awarded to stu-
dents holding comparable scholarships within a given institu-
tion. Said scholarships shall be awarded annually for such time
as the recipient thereof remains a student in good standing at
such institution. Said scholarships shall be payable by the
Board of Regents from sums appropriated for scholarship pro-
grams.
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Board of Regents may appoint one person as an Associate
Member to the Indian Scholarship Selection Committee. An
Associate Member shall serve on the Committee at the pleas-
ure of the Board of Regents. The Indian Scholarship Selection
Committee shall meet at least four times annually. Members
shall be appointed to the Indian Scholarship Selection Com-
mittee within ninety days of the effective date of this Act.
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