
SENATE 390

By Mr. Brennan, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 390) of
John A. Brennan, Jr., and Gerard D’Amico for legislation to establish
pre-primary state nominating conventions for political parties. Election
Laws.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-one.

Be it enacted by theSenate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of thesame, as follows:

1 Chapter 53 of the General Laws is hereby amended by in-
-2 setting after section 54D the following section:
3 Section SJfE, The state committee of a political party shall
4 issue a call on or before the first day in February to hold a
5 state convention, to be held not earlier than June fifth and not
6 later than June twenty-seventh, in a year in which a bi-ennial
7 state election is held, for the purpose of adopting a platform
8 and endorsing for nomination candidates for offices to be filled
9 by all the voters of the Commonwealth, to be voted for at the

10 ensuing state primary, and for such other purposes consistent
11 with law as the convention may determine. If said chairman
12 fails to issue a call on or before the first day in February for
13 the holding of such convention, ten voters enrolled in the
14 party may petition the superior court to compel the chairman
15 to issue said call. Such convention shall consist of delegates
16 chosen by open caucuses of all enrolled party members in each
17 ward and town and the state committee members from each
18 senatorial district. The number of delegates shall not be fewer
19 than two thousand five hundred; delegates shall be allocated
20 on the basis of one delegate for each city and town and the
21 remainder on the basis of a formula giving equal weight to
22 the party registration and to the average vote for the party’s
23 candidates in the last general elections for the offices of gov-
-24 ernor and President, and said state committee members. Each
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delegate chosen by the caucuses shall be chosen from the en-
rolled members of the party resident in the ward or town from
which he or she is chosen. Except as hereinafter provided, no
vacancy among the delegates chosen by the ward and town
committees shall be filled. Any vacancy caused by death or
removal from the commonwealth may be filled by vote of the
ward or town committee at a meeting duly called for that pur-
pose; provided, however, that notice of the filling of such va-
cancy is given in writing to the chairman of the state com-
mittee of the appropriate political party not less than four-
teen days prior to the date appointed for the opening of such
convention. Said chairman shall thereupon issue a proper
certificate to any person so chosen.
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Endorsement for statewide office at the convention shall be
by majority vote of the delegates present and voting, a quorum
being present.
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Only candidates who received at least fifteen per cent of the
convention vote on any ballot for statewide office may chal-
lenge the endorsee of the convention in a State Primary Elec-
tion.
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