
SENATE 454

By Mr. LoPresti, a petition (accompanied by resolutions, Senate, No.
454) of Michael LoPresti, Jr., Denis L. McKenna, Jack H. Packman, Alan
D. Sisitsky, Sharon M. Pollard, Bill Owens, George Bachrach and John A.
Businger for the adoption of resolutions memorializing the Congress of
the United States to enact a “jobs with peace” budget. Federal Financial
Assistance.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-one.

Resolutions memorializing congress to enact a “jobs with
peace” budget.

Whereas, the following question appeared on the ballot in the
Second Middlesex, Suffolk and Middlesex, and Second Middlesex
and Norfolk Senatorial districts: “Shall the Senator from this dis-
trict be instructed to vote in favor of a resolution calling on the
Federal government to cease unnecessary spending on new mili-
tary programs and, instead, to spend the funds for civilian needs
such as construction of energy-efficient housing, mass transit, pub-
lic education and health care”; and

Whereas, a majority of voters in said Senatorial districts voted
in favor of said “Jobs With Peace” resolution; and

Whereas, 199,000 Massachusetts citizens were jobless as of No-
vember, 1980, with unemployment in excess of twenty-five percent
in certain inner-city areas, and

Whereas, a 1980 U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics study shows
that military spending is the least efficient Federal activity in
terms of employment, creating only 75,710 jobs for every billion
dollars spent in the military sector as compared with 92,071 jobs
for the same amount spent on mass transit, 100,072 jobs in con-
struction, 138,939 jobs in health care and 187,299 jobs in educa-
tion; and

Whereas, the cost of living in Massachusetts has risen at a rate
of more than twelve per cent per year; and

Whereas military spending is one of the most inflationary of all
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Federal activities because it adds to aggregate demand without
increasing the supply of privately consumable goods; and

Whereas, the Massachusetts public is frustrated by the burden
of taxation as evidenced by the passage of Proposition 2 1/2 , and

Whereas, the average Massachusetts family paid 32770 in taxes
for military goods and services last year; and

Whereas, many experts believe that continued increased spend-
ing on new military programs will not enhance national security
but will instead escalate an arms race which increases the likeli-
hood of nuclear war; and

Whereas, the proposed increases in military spending will re-
sult in a decrease in Federal aid to municipalities at the same time
other local revenues are cut back due to Proposition 2l/2 forcing
reductions in funding for mass transit, housing construction,
health care and education;

Therefore, be it resolved that the Great and General Court of
Massachusetts urges President Ronald Reagan and the Congress
of the United States to cease unnecessary spending on new mili-
tary programs and, instead, to spend the funds for civilian needs
such as construction of energy-efficient housing, mass transit, pub-
lic education and health care, and be it further

Resolved, That a copy of this resolution be sent forthwith by the
Secretary of the Commonwealth to the President of the United
States and the presiding officer of each branch of Congress and
to each member thereof from this Commonwealth.


