
SENATE 758

By Mr. Owens, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 758) of Bill
Owens, John G. King, Sharon M. Pollard and Jack H. Backman for legis-
lation to prevent the loss of heat and utilities for those receiving emer-
gency assistance. Human Services and Elderly Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-one.

An Act to prevent loss of heat and utilities.

Be itenacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 2of Chapter 18 of the General Laws, as most re-
-2 cently amended by section 62 of Chapter 393 of the Acts of
3 1979, is hereby further amended by inserting, after the first
4 paragraph of sub-section (D), the following:
5 As part of the emergency assistance program, the depart-
-6 ment shall provide, on a year-round basis, financial assistance
7 to prevent shut-offs or to provide for the resumption of utility
8 services, and emergency home heating assistance for current
9 and anticipated needs. The level of assistance for these bene-

-10 fits shall, at a minimum, include four months’ of utility or
11 fuel needs, or five hundred dollars ($500.00), whichever is
12 greater.
13 To insure simplicity of administration, such benefits shall
14 be calculated solely on the basis of currently available re-
-15 sources, and current utility or fuel arrearage or anticipated
16 need for up to four months of fuel. When immediately avail-
-17 able, federal or state fuel or energy assistance funds must be
18 used to meet or reduce current needs. In no case shall monies
19 received under any such federal or state fuel assistance pro-
-20 gram be used to reduce the benefits payable to meet still out-
-21 standing utility or fuel assistance needs, nor shall a standard
22 deductible amount be used to reduce such benefits.
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