
By Mr. Buell, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 979) of Robert
C. Buell, John E. Murphy, Jr., John G. King, Lawrence B. Morse and
Forrester A. Clark, Jr., for legislation to regulate the construction of new
wells within two thousand five hundred feet of the Ipswich River. Natural
Resources and Agriculture.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-one.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 The General Laws are hereby amended by inserting after
2 Chapter 21, Section 9A, the following Section 9B:
3 No new wells with a pumping capacity above five thousand
4 gallons per day shall be constmeted within twenty-five hun-
-5 dred feet of the banks of the Ipswich River unless permission
6 is given by the water resources commission, after a hearing
7 pursuant to Chapter Thirty-A of the General Laws. Bank
8 shall mean the landward edge of the mean annual water level
9 of the Ipswich River.

10 The commission before granting such permission shall find
11 that existing water rights to the Ipswich River will not be in-
-12 fringed and that low flows will not cause environmental dam-
-13 age as defined in General Laws Chapter Thirty, Section Sixty-
-14 one. The hearing shall take place within ninety days after the
15 commission receives an application for permission to con-
-16 struct a well. Notice of a hearing shall be published at least
17 three weeks prior to the hearing and shall be sent by certi-
-18 tied mail to any person requesting in writing within one year
19 notice of such proceeding.
20 Pursuant to Chapter Thirty, Section Fourteen, of the Gen-
-21 eral Laws, an applicant or intervenor may seek appellate re-
-22 view of the commission’s decision to issue or deny a permit.

[Similar Matter Filed During Past Session
See House No. 2469 of 1980]
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23 The Superior Court shall have jurisdiction over civil actions
24 brought to enforce this prohibition. Any violator of this Act
25 shall be subject to a fine not to exceed five hundred dollars
26 and each day of violation shall constitute a separate offense.
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