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By Mr. D’Amico, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 1786) of
Gerard D’Amico, Daniel J. Foley, Robert A. Hall and Louis P. Bertonazzi
and members of the House of Representatives for legislation to establish
a Worcester County division of the housing court department. The Ju-
diciary.

min' (Cnnmuntmralth of fflaasndmartta

An Act establishing a Worcester county division of the

HOUSING COURT DEPARTMENT.

Be it enacted by theSenate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section lof chapter 185 C of the General Laws
2 is hereby amended by striking out the first sentence and in-
-3 serting in place thereof the following sentence:
4 The housing court department established under section one
5 of chapter two hundred and eleven B shall be composed of a
6 division for Hampden County, a division for Worcester County
7 and a division for the City of Boston.

1 Section 2. Section 3of chapter 185 C of the General Law's
2 as most recently amended by section 3 of chapter 72 of the
3 acts of 1979 is hereby further amended by adding after the
4 words, “and arising in the county of Hampden in the case of
5 that division,” the words: “and arising in the county of
6 Worcester in the case of that division,” and by adding after
7 the words, “and Hampden county, in the case of that divi-
-8 sion,” the words: “and Worcester county, in the case of that
9 division.”

1 Section 3. Section 4of chapter 185 C of the General Laws
2 is amendedby adding the following sentences:
3 The division of the housing court department for Worcester
4 county shall hold its sittings in the facilities of the Worcester
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5 County Courthouse and at regular and frequent intervals in
6 a district courthouse in the northern and southern areas of the
7 county, but in no event less frequently than once per week in
8 each of said northern and southern areas. With the consent
9 of the chief administrative justice, the court shall also sit in

10 such other courthouse facilities within said county as the ad-
-11 ministrative justice of the housing court department may
12 deem to be expedient or convenient.

1 Section 4. Section Bof chapter 185 C of the General Laws
2 is amended by striking out the first sentence and inserting in
3 place thereof the following sentence:
4 There shall be one justice appointed for the Hampden
5 county division, one justice appointed for the Worcester county
6 division and two justices appointed for the city of Boston
7 division of the housing court department.

1 Section 5. Chapter 185 C of the General Laws is amended
2 by adding the following section:
3 Section 24- There shall be established a permanent citizens’
4 advisory committee to the Worcester county division of the
5 housing court department whose members are to be appointed
6 by the presiding justice of that division.
7 The membership of the committee shall be representative
8 of the geographic area served and of the interests of the po-
-9 tential litigants of the division, such interests including, but

10 being limited to, those of tenants, landlords, attorneys, code
11 enforcement officials and municipalities.
12 Members shall serve without compensation.

13 The purpose of the committee shall be to insure the effec-
-14 tiveness of the court by serving as an impartial observer of
15 its procedures and activities, meeting on a regular basis with
16 the judge and staff to discuss methods of improving the court’s
17 services, and promoting awareness and the proper use of the
18 court on the part of the citizenry.
19 The committee shall hold annual public hearing to receive
20 comments about the quality and availability of the court’s
21 services during the preceding year. Following this hearing,
22 the committee shall report to the chief administrative justice
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23 and to the administrative justice of the housing court depart-
-24 ment a summary of the information obtained at said hearing.
25 The initial report of the committee shah be due fifteen months
26 following the first day of business of the Worcester county
27 division of the housing court department. Subsequent annual
28 reports shall be due at twelve month intervals thereafter.
29 The committee shall have the power to elect officers, estab-
-30 fish bylaws, and otherwise conduct its business in accordance
31 with its functions and purposes set forth herein.

1 Section 6. The last sentence of section 127 G of chapter 111
2 of the General Laws as most recently amended by section 2 of
3 chapter 591 of the acts of 1973 is hereby further amended by
4 inserting after the word, “Hampden,” the words: or in the
5 housing court of the county of Worcester.

1 Section 7. Section 86A of chapter 223 of the General Laws
2 as amended by section 109 of chapter 1114 of the acts of
3 1973 is hereby further amended by inserting after the word,
4 “Hampden,” the words: or housing court of the county of
5 Worcester.

1 Section 8. The first sentence of section 6of chapter 224 of
2 the General Laws as most recently amended by section 47 of
3 chapter 377 of the acts of 1975 is hereby further amended by
4 inserting after the word, “Hampden,” the words: or in the
5 housing court of the county of Worcester.
1 Section 9. Section 111 of chapter 231 of the General Laws
2 as most recently amended by section 199 of chapter 1114 of
3 the acts of 1973 is hereby further amended by inserting after
4 the word, “Hampden,” the words: or the housing court of
5 the county of Worcester.

1 Section 10. Section 113 of said chapter 231 as most re-
-2 cently amended by section 202 of chapter 1114 of the acts of
3 1973 is hereby further amended by inserting after the word,4 “Hampden,” the words; or the housing court of the county
5 of Worcester.
1 Section 11. Section Bof chapter 261 of the General Laws2 is hereby amended by inserting after the word, “Hampden,”
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3 the words: or in the housing court of the county of Worces-
-4 ter.

Section 12. Section 4 of chapter 263 of the General Laws
as most recently amended by section 17 of chapter 344 of the
acts of 1979 is hereby further amended by inserting after the
word, “Hampden,” the words: or in the housing court of
the county of Worcester.
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Section 13. Section 8A of said chapter 263 is hereby
amended by inserting after the word, “Hampden,” in both
places where it appears in the section, the words: or the
housing court of the county of Worcester.
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Section 14. This act shall take effect upon its passage,
insofar as the appointing, commissioning and qualifying of
the judge and clerk of the court hereby established are con-
cerned, and it shall be in full force and effect, and the au-
thority and jurisdiction of the court hereby established shall
begin on the first day of January, nineteen hundred and
eighty-two or at such earlier date as is deemed practicable.
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