
By Mr. Parker, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 1894) of
John F. Parker, Robert A. Hall and David H. Locke for legislation to per-
mit criminal complaints against juveniles whether or not they have been
previously committed. The Judiciary.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-one.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The first paragraph of section 61 of chapter 119
2 of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking out, in
3 lines 1 through 4, as appearing in section 1 of chapter 840 of
4 the Acts of 1975, the words “who had previously been com-
-5 mitted to the department of youth services as a delinquent
6 child”
7 and by inserting after the word “prison” in line 6, the
8 word: or a house of correction.

1 Section 2. Section 74 of chapter 119 of the General Laws
2 is hereby amended by adding at the end of said section, as
3 appearing in chapter 787 of the Acts of 1967, the following
4 sentence:
5 a criminal complaint may issue against a child between his
6 or her fourteenth and seventeenth birthday if the judge is
7 persuaded of thereasonableness of issuing a criminal complaint
8 after considering the following factors:
9 (a) the seriousness of the alleged offense; (b) the child’s

10 family, school and social history, including his or her court
11 and juvenile delinquency record, if any; (c) adequate protec-
-12 tion of the public; (d) the nature of any past treatment efforts
13 for the child; and (e) the likelihood of rehabilitation of the
14 child.

[Similar Matter Filed During Past Session -

See Senate No. 976 of 1980]

An Act permitting criminal complaints against juveniles
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