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SENATE No. 1943
By Mr Rotondi, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 1943) of

Samuel Rotondi for legislation to provide for the rights of victims and
witnesses of crime. The Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-one,

An Act providing for the rights of victims and witnesses
OF CRIME.

PREAMBLE:

In recognition of the civic and moral duty of victims and wit-
nesses of crime to fully and voluntarily cooperate with law enforce-
ment and prosecutorial agencies, and in further recognition of the
continuing importance of such citizen cooperation to state and lo-
cal law enforcement efforts and the general effectiveness and well-
being of the criminal justice system of this state, the legislature
declares its intent, in this chapter, to ensure that all victims and
witnesses of crime are treated with dignity, respect, courtesy and
sensitivity; and that the rights extended in this chapter to victims
and witnesses of crime are honored and protected by law enforce-
ment agencies, prosecutors and judges in a manner no less vigorous
than the protections afforded criminal defendants.

Be it enacted by the Senateand House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

2 Definitions. In this chapter:
3 (1) “Crime” means an act committed in this state which, if
4 committed by a competent adult, would constitute a crime.
5 (2) “Department” means the department of justice.
6 (3) “Family member” means spouse, child, sibling, parent
7 or legal guardian.
8 (4) “Victim” means a person against whom a crime has
9 been committed.

10 (5) “Witness” means any person who has been or is ex-
-11 pected to be summoned to testify for the prosecution, or who
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12 by reason of having relevant information is subject to call or
13 likely to be called as a witness for the prosecution, whether or
14 not any action or proceeding has yet been commenced.

2 Eligibility of victims. A victim has the rights and is eligi-
-3 ble for the services under this chapter only if the victim re-
-4 ported the crime to law enforcement authorities within 5 days
5 of its occurrence or discovery, unless he or she had a reason-
-6 able excuse not to do so.

2 Basic bill of rights for Victims and witnesses. Victims and
3 witnesses of crimes have the following rights:
4 (1) To be informed by local law enforcement agencies and
5 the district attorney of the final disposition of the case. If the
6 crime charged is a felony the victim shall be notified when-
-7 ever the defendant or perpetrator is released from custody.
8 (2) To be notified that a court proceeding to which they
9 have been subpoenaed will not go on as scheduled, in order to

10 save the person an unnecessary trip to court.
11 (3) To receive protection from harm and threats of harm
12 arising out of their cooperation With law enforcement and
13 prosecution efforts, and to be provided with information as to
14 the level of protection available.
15 (4) To be informed of financial assistance and other social
16 service's available as a result of being a witness or a victim of
17 a crime, including information on how to apply for the as-
-18 sistance and service.
19 (5) To be informed of the procedure to be followed in order
20 to apply for and receive any witness fee to which they are on-
-21 titled.
22 (6) To be provided, whenever possible, a secure waiting
23 area during court proceedings that does not require them to
24 be in close proximity to defendants and families and friends
25 of defendants.
26 (7) To have any stolen or other personal property expedi-
-27 tiously returned by law enforcement agencies when no longer
28 needed as evidence. If feasible, all such property, except
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29 weapons, currency, contraband, property subject to evidenti-
-30 ary analysis and property the ownership of which is disputed,
31 shall be returned to the person within 10 days of being taken.
32 (8) To be provided with appropriate employer intercession
33 services to ensure that employers of victims and witnesses will
34 cooperate with the criminal justice process in order to mini-
-35 mize an employee’s loss of pay and other benefits resulting
36 from court appearances.
37 (9) To be entitled to a speedy disposition of the case in
38 which they are involved as a victim or witness in order to
39 minimize the length of time they must endure the stress
40 of their responsibilities in connection with the matter.
41 (10) To have the family members of all homicide victims
42 afforded all of the rights unders subs. (1) to (4) and (6) to
43 (9) and analogous services whether or not they are witnesses
44 in any criminal proceedings.

1 Section 4. Services for victims and witnesses. (1) Counties
2 are encouraged to provide victims and witnesses the following
3 services:
4 (a) Court appearance notification services, including can-
5 cellation of appearances.
6 (b) Victim compensation and social services referrals, in
7 eluding witness fee collection, case-by-case referrals and public
8 information.
9 (c) Escort and other transportation services related to the

10 investigation or prosecution of the case, if necessary or ad-
11 visable.
12 (d) Case progress notification services which may be com-
13 bined with services under par. (a).
14 (e) Employer intercession services.
15 (f) Expedited return of property services.
16 (g) Protection services.
17 (h) Family support services, including child and other de-
18 pendent care services.
19 (i) Wailing facilities.
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