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By Mr. Sisitsky, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 1957) of
Alan D. Sisitsky, Samuel Rotondi, Edward L. Burke, Barbara E. Gray
and other members of the General Court for legislation to regulate the
sealing of records after a pardon. The Judiciary.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 152 of chapter 127 of the General Laws, as most
2 recently amended by section 59 of chapter 838 of the Acts of
3 1969, is hereby further amended by inserting, after the fourth
4 paragraph, the following paragraph:
5 Upon approval of a petition for pardon, the governor shall
6 direct all proper officers to seal all records relating to the
7 offense for which the individual received the pardon. Such
8 sealed records shall not operate to disqualify a person in any
9 examination, appointment or application for employment or

10 other benefit, public or private, including, but not limited to,
11 licenses, credit or housing, nor shall such sealed record be
12 admissible in evidence or used in any way in any court pro-
-13 ceedings or hearings before any board, commission or other
14 agency. On any application or in an interview for employ-
-15 ment, or in any other circumstances, where the individual is
16 asked whether he has been convicted of an offense, the indi-
-17 vidual who has received a pardon for such offense may answer
18 in the negative. The attorney general and the individual in-
-19 volved may enforce the provisions of this paragraph by an
20 action commenced in the superior court department of the
21 trial court.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-one.

An Act regulating the sealing of records after a pardon.
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