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By Mr. D’Amico, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 2313) of
Gerard D’Amico, A. Joseph DeNucci and Doris Bunte for legislation to re.
quire legislative approval of federal options which substantially change
benefit programs. Human Services and Elderly Affairs.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-one.

An Act requiring legislative approval of federal options

WHICH SUBSTANTIALLY CHANGE PUBLIC BENEFIT PROGRAMS.

WHEREAS, the deferred operation of this act would tend to
defeat its purpose, which is to immediately grant to the general
court the authority to approve the election of options made avail-
able to the commonwealth under federal law for public benefit
programs, therefore it is hereby declared to be an emergency law,
necessary for the public convenience.

Be it enactedby theSenate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section 16 of Chapter 6A of the General Laws
2 is hereby amended by adding at the end thereof the following
3 new section 16A:
4 Section 16A: Any plan by any department of the Common-
-5 wealth to alter programs administered under chapters IS, 188,
6 115, 118, 118A, 118E, or 119 that could be expected to reduce
7 or terminate the benefits of groups or individuals, or that
8 would add to or significantly alter the then existing conditions
9 of eligibility for any of said programs which arise from a

10 change in federal law must be submitted to the Secretary of
11 the Executive Office of Human Services, hereafter the Secre-
-12 tary. Except for a plan arising from a change in federal law
13 which mandates a corresponding program change, the Secre-
-14 tary must submit all said plans for full consideration and ap-
-15 proval to both the House of Representatives and the Senate.
16 Each said plan submitted to the House of Representatives
17 and Senate by the Secretary shall be accompanied by an im-
-18 pact statement which shall specify the nature and goals of the



SENATE— No. 2313. [Oct. 1981.2

changes proposed by the plan, the number of recipients of as-
sistance who will be affected by the plan’s various parts and
the nature of those effects, any alteration in staffing levels or
structure necessary to implement the plan, an itemization of
expected changes in expenditures detailing the extent to which
said expenditures are currently and would, under the plan, be
federally reimbursable, and a statement regarding conformity
of said plan with existing federal law. No such plan may be
implemented by any department prior to receipt by the Secre-
tary of written approval of the plan from both the House of
Representatives and the Senate.
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Section 2. This act shall take effect immediately upon its
passage.
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