
SENATE No. 2457

Senate, January 4, 1982.

The committee on Ways and Means, to whom was committed
the House Bill further regulating the adoption, amendment or
repeal of regulations by certain agencies (printed as Senate, No.
1308), reports in part, a “Bill requiring legislation to be passed
before the adoption of any federal option which substantially
changes a public benefit program” (Senate, No. 2457).

For the committee,

GERARD D’AMICO

(Enmmmuuralth of fflaffifadmEPltsi



[Dec.SENATE —No. 2457.9

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-one.

An Act requiring legislation to be passed before the adoption

OF ANY FEDERAL OPTION WHICH SUBSTANTIALLY CHANGES A

PUBLIC BENEFIT PROGRAM.

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to defeat
its purpose, which is to immediately require that legislation be
adopted before the election of options made available to the com-
monwealth under federal law for public benefit programs, there-
fore it is hereby declared to be an emergency law, necessary for
the public convenience.
Be it enacted by theSenate and House of Representatives in General

Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:
1 Section 1. Chapter 18 of the General Laws, as most recently
2 amended by chapter 266 of the acts of 1980, is hereby further
3 amended by inserting after section 2 the following section:
4 Section 2A. Notwithstanding any special or general law to
5 the contrary, the department shall not implement, by a change
6 in its regulations or otherwise, any option provided to the
7 commonwealth by any change in federal law, which reduces
8 or terminates the benefits provided under this chapter or
9 chapter one hundred and eighteen, chapter one hundred and

10 eighteen A, or chapter one hundred and eighteen E to groups
11 or classes of individuals or which alters the existing condi-
-12 tions of eligibility of any benefit program administered by
13 the department under the authority of said chapters unless
14 and until such option shall be approved through legislation
15 enacted in accordance with article two of section one of
16 chapter one of part II of the Constitution.

1 Section 2. Chapter 188 of the General Laws, as added by
2 chapter 552 of the acts of 1978, is hereby amended by insert-
-3 ing after section 5 the following section:
4 Section SA. Notwithstanding any special or general law to
5 the contrary, the department shall not implement, by a change
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6 in its regulations or otherwise, any option provided to the
7 commonwealth by any change in federal law, which reduces
8 or terminates the benefits provided under this chapter or
9 chapter one hundred and nineteen to groups or classes of

10 individuals or which alters the existing conditions of eligibility
11 of any benefit program administered by the department under
12 the authority of said chapters unless and until such option
13 shall be approved through legislation enacted in accordance
14 with article two of section one of chapter one of part II of
15 the Constitution.

1 Section 3. Sections one and two of this act shall take effect
2 as of October first, nineteen hundred and eighty-one, pro-
-3 vided, however, that if such effective date shall be found by
4 a court to be invalid, such sections shall take effect upon
5 passage of this act.




