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By Mr. Bachrach, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 459) of
George Bachrach for legislation to further define the practice of optometry.
Health Care.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-two.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Courtassembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section 66 of chapter 112 of the General Laws,
2 as most recently amended by section 2 of chapter 339 of the
3 acts of 1934, is hereby amended by striking out the entire
4 section and inserting in place thereof the following section:—
5 The practice of optometry, as referred to in sections sixty-
-6 seven to seventy-three B, inclusive, is hereby defined to be
7 the employment of any method or means, other than the use
8 of drugs except as provided in section sixty-six A, for
9 (a) the analysis and diagnosis of any optical defect, defici-

-10 ency, or deformity of the human eye or any visual or muscu-
-11 lar anomaly of the human visual system;
12 (b) the detection of ocular disease or ocular manifestations
13 of systemic disease which may require referral to other health
14 care practitioners; and
15 (c) the measurement of the powers and range of human
16 vision or the prescribing, adapting, or fitting of lenses, spec-
-17 fades, prisms, or ocular exercises for the correction, relief,
18 or aid of the human visual functions.
19 Any person who in any manner tests or examines eyes to
20 ascertain their refractive and accommodative states, who
21 measures the powers and range of human vision, who pre-
-22 scribes or directs the use of lenses or ocular exercises for
23 the correction, relief, or aid of the visual functions, who
24 possesses or uses instruments to measure the curvature of
25 the human cornea or make comeal evaluations, who dispenses
26 or offers to dispense, other than on written prescription, any
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27 lens, including a contact lens, with spherical, prismatic or
28 cylindrical power, for the aid of human vision, or who holds
29 himself out as being able to do so, shall be deemed to be
30 engaged in the practice of optometry.
31 For purposes of this section, the words “prescription” and
32 “prescribing” shall mean the specifications and directions, or
33 the process by which such specifications and directions are
34 determined, for lenses, prisms, orthoptic exercises or abnor-
-35 mal conditions of the eyes, including the instructions neces-
-36 sary for the fabrication or use thereof.

1 Section 2. Chapter 13 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section 16, as amended by section
3 5 of chapter 1099 of the acts of 1971, and inserting in place
4 thereof the following section:
5 Section 16. There shall be a board of registration in optom-
-6 etry, in the three following sections called the board, con-
-7 sisting of five members, citizens of the commonwealth, four
8 of whom shall have been actually engaged in the practice of
9 optometry as defined in section sixty-six of chapter one hun-

-10 dred and twelve for the five years next preceding their ap-
-11 pointment, and one of whom shall be a representative of the
12 public, subject to the provisions of section nine B. One mem-
-13 ber shall annually in September, be appointed by the gov-
-14 ernor for five years. No member thereof shall be a stock-
-15 holder of any school of optometry, a member of the faculty
16 or on the board of trustees thereof, or financially interested
17 in a manufacturing or wholesale optical business. No regis-
-18 tered optometrist shall be appointed to the board unless he
19 shall have been certified for use of diagnostic pharmaceutical
20 agents under the provisions of section sixty-six A of chapter
21 one hundred twelve.

1 Section 3. Chapter 112 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section 66, as appearing in section
3 2 of chapter 339 of the acts of 1934, and inserting in place
4 thereof the following two sections:
5 Section 66. The practice of optometry, as referred to in
6 section sixty-seven to seventy-three B, inclusive, is hereby
7 defined to be the employment of any method or means, other
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8 than the use of drugs except as authorized under the provi-
-9 sions of section sixty-six A, for the diagnosis of any optical

10 defect, deficiency or deformity of the human eye, or visual
11 or muscular anomaly of the visual system, or the adaptation
12 or prescribing of lenses, prisms or ocular exercises for the
13 correction, relief or aid of the visual functions.
14 Section 66A. Any registered optometrist qualifying by ex-
-13 amination for practice under the provisions of section sixty-
-16 eight subsequent to January first nineteen hundred and eighty-
-17 three or duly certified in accordance with the provisions of
18 section sixty-eight A may for the purpose of conducting an
19 examination of the eye utilize the topical application to the
20 eye of diagnostic pharmaceutical agents.
21 For the purposes of this section and sections sixty-eight
22 and sixty-eight A the term “diagnostic pharmaceutical agents”
23 shall mean any non-narcotic topical anesthetic, mydriatic, or
24 cycloplegic drug suitable for ocular examination procedures.

1 Section 4. The first paragraph of section 68 of said chap-
-2 ter 112, as amended by section 22 of chapter 925 of the acts
3 of 1973 is hereby further amended by striking out the first
4 sentence and inserting in place thereof the following sen-
-5 fence: —“No person unless registered to practice optometry
6 prior to January first nineteen hundred and eighty-three or
7 as otherwise provided in this section shall practice optometry
8 unless he shall have passed an examination conducted by the
9 board in theoretic, practical and physiological optics in the-

-10 oretic and practical optometry and in the anatomy and physi-
-11 ology of the eye; shall have demonstrated his ability to prop-
-12 erly use the ophthalmoscope, the retinoscope, the perimeter
13 and other scientific instruments and methods used in the
14 practice of optometry; shall have passed the examination pro-
-15 vided for in section sixty-eight A and shall have received a
16 certificate of registration which shall have conspicuously
17 printed on its face the definition of optometry set forth in
18 section sixty-six and sixty-six A.

1 Section 5. Said chapter 112 is hereby further amended by
2 inserting after section 68 the following section:
3 Section 68A. The board of registration in optometry shall
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4 annually administer an examination designed to measure the
5 qualifications necessary in order to utilize safely the topical
6 application to the eye of the diagnostic pharmaceutical agents
7 provided for in section sixty-six A. Said examination shall be
8 held in conjunction with the examination provided for in sec-
9 tion sixty-eight and shall include any portion of the annual

10 examination prepared by the National Board of Examiners in
11 Optometry which covers the subject matter of pharmacology.
12 Such examination shall be open upon application to any
13 optometrist registered under the provisions of this chapter
14 and to any person who meets the qualifications for examina-
-15 tion under section sixty-eight; provided, however, that each
16 applicant shall furnish to the Board satisfactory evidence of
17 the completion of a qualifying course of study relating to the
18 topical application to the eye of diagnostic pharmaceutical
19 agents. A qualifying course of study shall be one given by a
20 duly accredited medical school or college of optometry. The
21 Board shall, from time to time, adopt rules and regulations
22 prescribing the content of said course of study.
23 The board shall transmit to all successful applicants a
24 certificate of his qualifications for the practice of optometry
25 in accordance with the provisions of section sixty-six A.

1 Section 6. Section one of this Act shall take effect on
2 January 1, 1983 and Sections two, three, four and five shall
3 take effect upon passage.

§ 66. Practice of optometry; definition
The practice of optometry, as referred to in sections sixty-

seven to seventy-three, inclusive, is hereby defined to be the em-
ployment of any method or means, other than the use of drugs,
for the diagnosis of any optical defect, deficiency or deformity of
the human eye, or visual or muscular anomaly of the visual sys-
tem, or the adaptation or prescribing of lenses, prisms or ocular
exercises for the correction, relief or aid of the visual functions.
Amended by St. 1934, c. 339, § 2.

Historical Note
St. 1912 c. 700 § 1.

St. 1934, c. 339 amended Chapter 112 of the General Laws by
striking out sections 66 to 73 as they appeared in the General
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Laws (Ter. Ed.) and adding new sections 66 to 73 relating in
broadened form to the same subject matter.

EXPLANATION

A revision of the statutory definition of optometry is long, long
overdue. The present law defining the scope of the practice of
optometry was most recently amended in 1934 —at the time of
the Great Depression! Since then, the education, training, and
practice of optometry has become much more sophisticated and
demanding. Even so, a large segment of the public does not know
the difference between an optician, an optometrist, and an ophthal-
mologist. The proposed bill would:

(a) clarify and broaden the scope of optometric practice to
reflect the optometrist’s intensive modern curriculum;

(b) insure that the professional responsibilities of the optom-
etrist do not become lost in the optician-ophthalmologist
squeeze or merged into opticianry; and

(c) emphasize the distinction between the optometrists’ pre-
scribing function and the opticians’ dispensing function.

The bill accomplishes these purposes by making several changes
and additions to the present law.

Further, language clarifying that the detection of pathology is
within the scope of the optometrist’s practice has been inserted.

Secondly, two new paragraphs have been added which specify
that certain practices, or the possession or use of certain instru-
ments, are exclusively within the scope of optometry (and, of
course, ophthalmology). The new language would, for example,
require opticians to dispense lenses - including contact lenses
only upon presentation of a written prescription, which is also
defined. Most of the other provisions are designed to insure that
opticians do not check vision.

Thirdly, no modernization of the optometry law would be com-
plete, without including the authority to use diagnostic pharma-
ceutical drugs. The proposed bill, therefore, includes the DPA bill
in the same form as it was considered by the legislature earlier
this year.
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