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allowed as a deduction in the determination of the tax-

payer's net income under the federal Internal Revenue
Code of nineteen hundred and fifty-four applicable for said

year.

Section 2. This act shall take effect on January first,

nineteen hundred and fifty-seven and shall apply to re-

turns made on account of income received during the cal-

endar year nineteen hundred and fifty-six and thereafter.

Approved Augiist 24, 1955.

Chap.718 A.N Act providing that certain drugs shall be deemed
HARMFUL, AND MAKING A CRIMINAL OFFENCE THE FORGING
OF A PRESCRIPTION FOR SUCH DRUGS.

Emergency
preamble.

G. L.[(Ter.
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G. L. (Ter.
Ed.), 94,
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Forging pre-
scription for
harmful drugs,
penalized.

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend
to defeat its purpose, which is in part to immediately further

define a harmful drug, therefore it is hereby declared to be
an emergency law, necessary for the immediate preservation

of the pubhc health.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. The first paragraph of section 187A of chap-
ter 94 of the General Laws, as amended by section 3 of

chapter 577 of the acts of 1954, is hereby further amended
by adding at the end the following sentence :

— The term
"harmful drug" shall in particular include any derivative,

active principal, preparation, compound or mixture of bar-

bituric acid, amphetamines, ergot or any hypnotic or somni-
facient drug.

Section 2. Said chapter 94 is hereby further amended
by inserting after section 187C, inserted by chapter 610 of

the acts of 1955, the following section: — Section 187D.
Whoever for the purpose of evading or assisting in the eva-

sion of any provision of sections one hundred and eighty-six

to one hundred and ninety-five, inclusive, falsely represents

that he is a physician, dentist or veterinarian, or that he is

a manufacturer or a jobber in drugs, or a licensed wholesale

druggist, or that he is a pharmacist actively engaged in the

business as such, or that he is a superintendent or official in

immediate charge of an incorporated hospital, college or

scientific institution, or whoever not being an authorized

physician, dentist or veterinarian, makes or alters a prescrip-

tion or written order for a harmful drug as defined in section

one hundred and eighty-seven A without authorization so

to do from the prescriber shall be punished by a fine of not

more than one thousand dollars or by imprisonment in a jail

or house of correction for not more than two years or both.

Approved August 25, 1955.


