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SENATE
By Mr. D’Amico, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 641) of

Gerard D’Amico for legislation to provide for certain services for the pur-
pose of early childhood intervention. Human Services and Elderly Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-two.

An Act providing for certain services for the purpose
OF EARLY CHILDHOOD INTERVETNTION.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section lof chapter 28A of the General Laws
2 is hereby amended by inserting after subsection six the fol-
-3 lowing subsection:
4 (7) to establish the administrative framework for, and pro-
-5 mote the development of early intervention services in order
6 to provide that such services shall be available in every com-
-7 munity for all families who express a need for them.

1 Section 2. Chapter 28A of the General Laws is hereby fur
ther amended by inserting after section 16 the following

4 Section 17. The Office for Children shall establish a perma-
-5 nent advisory committee on early childhood intervention serv-
-6 ices. This advisory committee shall consist of one representa-
-7 five from the following agencies;
8 1. Executive Office of Human Services
9 2. Department of Public Health/Division of Family Health

10 Services
11 3. Department of Mental Health/Division of Mental Re-
-12 tardation Services
13 4. Department of Mental Plealth/Division of Children’s
14 Services
15 5. Department of Education/Division of Special Education
16 6. Department of Public Welfare/Medicaid Division
17 7. Department of Social Services
18 This advisory committee shall also consist of six providers
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19 of early intervention services, one from each of the six regions
20 as proscribed by the Office of Children, as well as six con-
-21 sumers of Early Intervention services provided that they, too,
22 are selected from the appropriate Office for Children sub-
-23 divisions. A final member shall be a representative from a
24 local education agency. All members shall be appointed by
25 the Governor.
26 The Office for Children shall designate a staff person to be
27 responsible for the advisory committee. The Committee shall
28 annually elect a chairperson from its membership. Committee
29 members shall each serve two year terms with no member
30 serving more than two consecutive terms. The advisory com-
31 mittee shall be charged with the following functions:
32 a. To monitor the design and implementation of uniform
33 intake and referral forms and procedures, to design and co-
34 ordinate the implementation of uniform evaluation and licens-
35 ing procedures and to rationalize and standardize applications
36 for funding. (Licensing relates to physical facility and safety
37 issues.)
38 b. Insure integration and documentation of early interven-
39 tion into the Office for Children’s mandated proposal and
40 community review processes for all agencies’ funding and pro-
41 grams providing early intervention services.
42 c. To prepare and submit for inclusion in the Office for
43 Children annual report as per Massachusetts General Laws
44 Chapter 28A, Section 4(m), a report of the condition of very
45 young children and the status of services to them in the Com-
46 monwealth.
47 d. To expand, clarify, and designate specific responsibili-
48 ties for each stale agency involved in early intervention or
49 related services.


