
SENATE No. 97 i
By Mr. Walsh, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 974) of

Joseph B. Walsh for legislation relative to the licensing of private de-
tectives. Public Safety.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-two.

An Act relative to the licensing of private detectives.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapiter 147 of the General Laws is hereby further amend-
-2 ed by striking out section 23, as amended by chapter 361 of
3 the acts of 1962, and inserting in place thereof the following
4 section:
5 Section 23. No person shall engage in, advertise or hold
6 himself out as being engaged in, nor solicit private detective

business or the business of watch, guard or patrol agency, not-
8 withstanding the name or title used in describing such busi-
9 ness, unless licensed for such purpose as provided in section

10 twrenty-flve.

11 The provision of this section shall not apply to the follow-
-12 ing:
13 1. An agent, employee or assistant of a licensee.
14 2. A person employed by or on behalf of the commonwealth,
15 including the general court or either of its branches, any com-
-16 mittee of the general court or either of its branches, any po-
-17 litical subdivision of the commonwealth or any public instru-
-18 mentality, while such person is engaged in the discharge of
19 his official duties.
20 3. A charitable, philanthropic or law enforcement agency,
21 duly incorporated under the laws of the commonwealth, or any
22 agent thereof while he is engaged in the discharge of his du-
-23 ties as such agent; provided, that such agency is promoted and
24 maintained for the public good and not for private profit.
25 4. Investigations as to the personal habits and financial re-
-26 sponsibility of applicants for insurance or indemnity bonds.
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27 provided, such investigations do not include other activities
28 described in section twenty-two.
29 5. An attorney at law in the practice of his profession.
30 6. Investigations with respect to, or the compilation or dis-
-31 semination of, any data or statistics pertaining to any busi-
-32 ness or industry, by any trade or business association, board
33 or organization, incorporated or unincorporated, not operated
34 for profit, representing persons engaged in such business or
35 industry, or by any agent of any such trade or business asso-
-36 ciation while he is engaged in the discharge of his duties as
37 such agent.
38 7. Any trade or business association, board or organization,
39 incorporated or unincorporated, which furnishes as a service
40 to members thereof, information performing to the business
41 and financial standing, credit responsibility or reputation of
42 persons with whom such members consider doing business:
43 provided, that an investigation conducted by such association,
44 board or organization shall be no more extensive than is
45 reasonably required to determine the business and financial
46 standing, credit responsibility or reputation of such person.
47 8. A person engaged in earning his livelihood by genealogi-
-48 cal work and the compilation of family history while so en-
-49 gaged.
50 Whoever violates any provision of this section shall be pun-
-51 ished by a fine of not less than five hundred nor more than
52 two thousand dollars or by imprisonment for not more than
53 two years, or by both such fine and imprisonment.


