
SENATE No. 1272
By Mr. Olver, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 1272) of John

W. Olver for legislation relative to the limitation on property taxes. Taxa-
tion.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-two

An Act relative to the limitation on property taxes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section four Bof chapter four of the General
2 Laws is hereby repealed.

1 Section 2. Said chapter 4is hereby further amended by
2 striking out section 48, inserted by section 5 of chapter 580
3 of the acts of 1980, and inserting in place thereof the follow-
-4 ing section:
5 Section At any time after the expiration of three years
6 from the date on which a law to take effect upon its accept-
-7 ance by a city or town or a municipality as defined in section
8 four, or is to be effective in such cities, towns or municipalities
9 accepting its provisions, has been accepted in any such city,

10 town or municipality such statute may be revoked in the same
11 manner as it was accepted by such city, town or municipality,
12 but such revocation shall be subject to the following restric-
-13 tions:
14 (a) This section shall not apply to any such law provides
15 for another mannner of revocation.
16 (b) This section shall not apply to any such law which au-
-17 thorizes, but does not require, acceptance by a city, town or
18 municipality to act.
19 (c) This section shall not apply to any action taken under
20 chapter thirty-two or thirty-two B.
21 (d) This section shall not apply to any action taken to es-
-22 tablish a regional district, authority or other entity which in-
-23 volves another city, town, municipality, district or other gov-
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24 ernmental entity.
25 (e) This section shall not affect any contractual or civil
26 sei’vice rights which have come into existence between the
27 city, town or municipality and any officer or employee there-
-28 of as a result of the original acceptance of any such law or
29 the provisions thereof, provided, however, that such revoca-
-30 tion shall apply to the successor to the incumbent officer or
31 employee, which application shall prevent such contractual or
32 civil service right from automatically continuing with respect
33 to such successor officer or employee.
34 If a petition signed by five per cent or more of the regis-
-35 tered voters of a city or town is filed in the office of the city
36 or town clerk within sixty days following a vote other than
37 a vote taken by voters on an official ballot to revoke the ac-
-38 ceptance of any optional provisions of the General Laws,
39 requesting that the revoking of such acceptance be submitted
40 as a question to the voters of such city or town, said vote to
41 revoke shall be suspended from taking effect until such ques-
-42 tion is determined by vote of the registered voters voting
43 thereon at the next regular city or town election, or if the
44 council or board of selectmen or other authority charged with
45 calling elections shall so direct, at a special election called for
46 that purpose. Petitions filed requesting the placement of the
47 question or revocation on the ballot for determination by the
48 voters shall be substantially in conformity with the provisions
49 of the law governing the signing of nomination papers for
50 city or town officers, as to the identification and certification
51 of names thereon, and submission to the registrars thereof. A
52 brief summary of the relevant section or sections of the Gen-
-53 eral Laws shall also appear on the official ballot. If such re-
-54 vocation is favored by a majority of the voters voting thereon,
55 the acceptance of said optional law shall be revoked and it
56 shall become null and void beginning with the first day of the
57 month next following said vote of revocation. The question to
58 be placed on the ballot shall be essentially as follows:
59 “Shall the acceptance by (City, Town) of
60 section(s) of chapter of the
61 General Laws be revoked”?
62 If, on the sixty-first dav following the date a vote has been
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63 taken to revoke the acceptance of an optional provision of the
64 General Laws, and no petition as aforesaid has been filed, the
65 vote to revoke shall become effective forthwith.
66 If at the time a city, town, municipality or district is au-
-67 thorized to revoke its acceptance of a law under the provisions
68 of this section and such city, town, municipality or district has
69 adopted a change in charter or otherwise is required to adopt
70 a different procedure for acceptance of such law other than
71 that procedure used for its original acceptance, then the pro-
-72 cedure for acceptance in effect at the time of revocation shall
73 be the manner for revoking such original acceptance.

1 Section 3. Subsection (a) of section 27C of chapter 29 of
2 the General Laws as appearing in section 2 of said chapter
3 580, is hereby amended by inserting after the word “law”, in
4 line 1, the words: —-taking effect on or after January first,
5 nineteen hundred and eighty-one.

1 Section 4. Subsection (b) of said section 27C of said chap-
-2 ter 29, as so appearing, is hereby amended by inserting after
3 the word “law”, in line 1, the words: —taking effect on or
4 after January first, nineteen hundred and eighty-one.

1 Section 5. Subsection ( c ) of said section 27C of said chap-
-2 ter 29, as so appearing, is hereby amended by inserting after
3 the word “regulation”, in line 1, the words: taking effect
4 on or after January first, nineteen hundred and eighty-one.

1 Section 6. Said section 27C of said chapter 29 is hereby
2 further amended by adding the following subsection:
3 (g) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (a), (b)
4 and (c), any city or town shall be allowed to accept the pro-
-5 vision of any law, rule or regulation whether or not such
6 law, rule, or regulation is funded by the commonwealth.

1 Section 7. Chapter 59 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section 20A, as inserted by section
3 12 of chapter 580 of the acts of 1980, and inserting in place
4 thereof the following section:
5 Section 20A. No county, district, public authority other than
6 an authority providing electric power or other governmental
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7 entity authorized by law to assess costs, charges or fees upon
8 cities or towns may increase the total of such costs, charges
9 or fees assessable upon cities and towns in any fiscal year by

10 more than 2\-> per cent over the total of such costs, charges or
11 fees assessed for the preceding fiscal year except those in-
-12 creases in charges or fees which reflect increased usage by the
13 city or town. The foregoing shall not apply to regional school
14 districts.
15 No city, town, county, district, public authority or other
16 governmental entity shall make any charge or impose any fee
17 for goods provided or services rendered in excess of the cost
18 of furnishing such goods or providing such services.

1 Section 8. Said chapter 59 is hereby further amended by
2 striking out section 21C, inserted by section 1 of said chapter
3 580, and inserting in place thereof the following two sections:
4 Section 21C. (a) In any city or town, the total taxes as-
-5 sessed upon real estate and personal property by the common-
-6 wealth or by any city, town, county, district authority or
7 other governmental entity under the provisions of this chap-
-8 ter shall not exceed two and one-half per cent of the aggre-
-9 gate full and fair cash valuation in said city or town in any

10 fiscal year. Any city or town in which total taxes exceed this
11 limit shall be subject to the provisions of paragraph (b).
12 ( b ) Any city or town in which total taxes assessed upon
13 real estate and personal property exceed the limits set forth
14 in paragraph (a) as determined for the fiscal year nineteen
15 hundred and eighty-two shall reduce the total taxes so as-
-16 sessed by not less than fifteen per cent of such total for each
17 successive fiscal year until the total taxes so assessed shall not
18 exceed said limits; provided, however, that the reduction re-
-19 quired pursuant to this paragraph shall not be so great as to
20 require a reduction below said limits; and provided further,
21 however, that said reduction may be adjusted by those
22 amounts approved in accordance with the applicable provisions

of paragraph (c).
24 (c) Any city or town which is subject to the provisions of
25 paragraph (a) or (b) may by a two-thirds vote of the local
26 appropriating authority or by any more stringent requirement

that may be adopted, call for a special election in order to
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28 submit a question to the voters as to whether said city or
29 town should be allowed to assess taxes in excess of the amount
30 allowed pursuant to said paragraph (b) by a specified amount.
31 In any city or town choosing to hold such an election, the
32 question submitted shall be worded as follows:
33 “Shall the (city/town) of be allowed to
34 assess an additional $ in reel estate and personal
35 property taxes for the fiscal year beginning July first, nine-
-36 teen hundred and ”?”?

37 Yes No
38 The question shall be deemed approved if a majority of
39 the persons voting thereon shall vote “yes”.
40 (d) Notwithstanding any general or special law to the con-
-41 trary, any special election held pursuant to this section may
42 be held at any place within such city or town and at any time
43 the city or town shall specify.
44 (e) Whenever used in the text of this section, the follow-
-45 ing words and terms shall have the following meanings:
46 (1) “Real estate and personal property as defined in this
47 chapter”, the aggregate of all property, real and personal,
48 situated within the commonwealth, and all personal property
49 of the inhabitants of the commonwealth wherever situated,
50 subject to taxation under this chapter.
51 (2) “Full and fair cash valuation”, the fair cash value of
52 all real estate and personal property as defined in this chap-
-53 ter, as certified by the commissioner, or, if no certification has
54 been made, as last reported by the commissioner to the gen-
-55 era! court under section ten C of chapter fifty-eight or as up-
-56 dated by the commissioner for any intervening period by an
57 appropriate statewide factor.
58 (3) “Local appropriating authority”, in a town, the town
59 meeting; in a city, the council, with the mayor’s approval
60 when required by law; in a municipality having a town council
61 form of government, the town council.
62 (4) “Total taxes assessed”, the net amount to be raised by
63 any ad valorem tax levied on the real estate and personal
64 property located within a city or town.

1 Section 9. The first paragraph of section lof chapter 60A,
2 as amended by section 9 of chapter 580 of the acts of 1980, is
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3 hereby amended by striking out the words, “in effect in the
4 year nineteen hundred and seventy-nine” and by adding at the
5 end thereof the following sentence: —For vehicles bearing a
6 year of manufacturer designation of nineteen hundred and
7 eighty-three and thereafter the foregoing percentages shall
8 not apply and the commissioner shall adopt such percentages
9 for such classes of vehicles as most accurately reflect full and

10 fair cash valuation.
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