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Chap. 50 Ajnt Act relative to the record date for determining
THE STOCKHOLDERS OF RECORD ENTITLED TO CERTAIN
RIGHTS IN CERTAIN CORPORATIONS.

Emergency
preamble.

G. L. (Ter.
Ed.), 155,
§ 22, etc.,

amended.

Record date
for determina-
tion of certain
rights of
stockholders,
regulated.

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend
to defeat its purpose, which is to grant without delay certain

powers to directors of certain corporations for determining
the stockholders of record, therefore it is hereby declared
to be an emergency law, necessary for the immediate preser-

vation of the pubUc convenience.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 22 of chapter 155 of the General Laws is hereby
amended by striking out the last paragraph, inserted by
chapter 185 of the acts of 1953, and inserting in place thereof
the following paragraph :

—
The board of directors of any corporation having capital

stock may fix in advance a time which, unless a shorter
period is provided in the agreement of association or articles

of organization or the by-laws of the corporation, shall be
not more than sixty days before the date of any meeting of

stockholders or the date for the payment of any dividend or

the making of any distribution to stockholders or the last

day on which the consent or dissent of stockholders may be
effectively expressed for any purpose, as the record date for

determining the stockholders having the right to notice of

and to vote at such meeting, and any adjournment thereof or

the right to receive such dividend or distribution or the
right to give such consent or dissent, and in such case only
stockholders of record on such record date shall have such
right, notwithstanding any transfer of stock on the books of

the corporation after the record date; or without fixing such
record date the board of directors may for any of such
purposes close the transfer books for all or any part of such
period. In the case of any corporation having capital stock

but not having directors the authority conferred by this

section may be exercised by the board of trustees or other

officers having the powers of directors.

Approved February 1, 1954.

Chap. 51 An Act authorizing the submission to the voters of
THE TOWN OF BRAINTREE AT THE ANNUAL ELECTION OF
A CERTAIN QUESTION PERTAINING TO THE FLUORIDE
SUPPLEMENTATION OF ITS WATER SUPPLY.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. At the annual town election in the town of

Braintree to be held on the first Monday of March in the

current year, there shall be submitted to the voters thereof

the following question which shall be printed upon the

official ballot to be used at said election: — "Are you in

favor of the fluoride supplementation of the Braintree water
supply?" If a majority of those voting indicate they are in
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favor of such supplementation, the water commissioners are

hereby authorized and directed to take any and all necessary
measures either by themselves or those designated by them
to carry into effect the fluoride supplementation of the
town's water supply.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.
Approved February 2, 1954.

An Act authorizing the town of Littleton to pay a Chap, 52
SUM OF MONEY TO RUSSELL WARREN AND WALTER KARPLUS.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. The town of Littleton is hereby authorized
to appropriate from the town's water surplus account the
sum of seven hundred and sixty-four dollars and to pay the
same to Russell Warren and Walter Karplus to reimburse
them for money expended by them for a water main extension
along a town way.
Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage

and for the purpose described in section one shall be deemed
to have been in full force and effect at the time of posting of

the warrant for the annual meeting of said town held on
March second, nineteen hundred and fifty-three, and the
action of the town in voting said reimbursement at said

meeting is hereby validated.

Approved February 2, 1954.

An Act authorizing the county commissioners of Chav 53
BRISTOL county TO MAKE CERTAIN REPAIRS, ALTERATIONS
AND CHANGES IN THE REGISTRY OF DEEDS AND PROBATE
BUILDING IN THE CITY OF TAUNTON.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. The county commissioners of Bristol county
are hereby authorized to expend a sum not exceeding ninety
thousand dollars for the repair, alteration, addition to, re-

modehng, changing and reconstruction of the existing roof

on the registry of deeds and probate building in the city of

Taunton, and to make such changes, alterations and repairs

in and upon said building as said county commissioners may
deem expedient and appropriate in connection with the
repair, addition to, alteration, remodeling, changing and
reconstruction of said roof. All such work shall be done on
a contract basis, the provisions of the last sentence of section

seventeen of chapter thirty-four of the General Laws to the
contrary notwithstanding.
Section 2. For the purpose of meeting the expense

authorized by section one, the county treasurer, mth the
approval of the county commissioners, shall issue bonds or

notes of the county, in a total amount not to exceed ninety
thousand dollars, which shall bear on their face the words:—
Bristol County Registry of Deeds and Probate Loan, Act of

1954; and such bonds or notes shall be payable in not more


