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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-two.

An Act determining the powers and duties of the

COMMISSIONER OF PROBATION.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 The General Laws are hereby amended by striking out Sec-
-2 tion 99 of Chapter 276 and inserting the following new sec-

tion :

4 In addition to other duties that may be imposed upon him,
5 the Commissioner of Probation shall have executive control
6 and supervision of the probation service and shall supervise
7 the probation work in all of the courts of the Commonwealth,
8 and for such purposes, he and his staff shall have access to all
9 probation records of said courts. He shall establish the reports

10 and forms to be maintained in the various tiers of probation
11 offices, the procedures required to be carried out in the various
12 tiers of probation offices, the standards and rules of probation
13 work, including methods and procedures of investigation,
14 mediation, supervision, case work, record keeping, accounting,
15 caseload and case management, to be followed in the various
16 tiers of probation offices, subject to the approval of the Chief
17 Administrative Justice; and shall enforce his requirements
18 regarding reports, procedures, standards and rules to be fol-
-19 lowed in the various tiers of probation offices by citation for
20 disciplinary action of a probation officer or officers. He shall
21 provide consultation services to all probation offices. He shall
22 qualify or disqualify persons eligible for appointment as pro-
-23 bation officers and persons eligible for promotion to the vari-
-24 ous supervisory probation officer positions, prior to their ap-
-25 pointment or designation under section eighty-three, accord-
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26 ing to standards fixed by the committee on personnel stan-
-27 dards, provided, that any applicant disqualified by the com-
-28 missioner for such appointment or designaton shall have the
29 right of appeal to said committee on personnel standards. He
30 shall establish standards and procedures for the performance
31 evaluation of line and supervising probation officers in the
32 various tiers of probation offices. He may recommend to a
33 court or courts me increase or decrease of probation or cleri-
-34 cal personnel or both, and, shall nontify the Chief Admin-
-35 istrative Justice within thirty (30) days concerning such
36 recommendations.
37 The Commissioner of Probation may, for cause, discipline
38 a probation officer or supervising probation officer including
39 reprimand, suspension, demotion or discharge, shall give him
40 notice of the charge and a hearing on same and shall make
41 an order of disposition.
42 To promote the co-ordination and development of the pro-
-43 bation service, the Commissioner of Probation may hold con-
-44 ferences on probation throughout the Commonwealth, and
45 may authorize the attendance of any or all justices of the
46 several courts and of any or all probation officers at such con-
-47 ferences or at any other conference within or without the
48 Commonwealth which in his judgment will further the inter-
-49 ests of the probation service. The traveling expenses of said
50 justices or officei’s when authorized to attend any such con-
-51 ference shall be paid as the other expenses of the respective
52 courts or offices are paid. Said Commissioner of Probation
53 shall not promulgate rules and regulations concerning proba-
-54 tion offices unless said roles and regulations have been ap-
-55 proved in writing by the Chief Administrative Justice. Said
56 justice shall also review for approval or disapproval any such
57 rule or regulation in effect on July One, Nineteen Hundred
58 and Seventy-Eight.


