
SENATE No. 1775
MEMORANDUM OF THE MASSACHUSETTS STATE SECRETARY
PURSUANT TO THE GENERAL LAWS, CHAPTER 3, SECTION 7, WITH
RESPECT TO THE PETITIONS OF GERARD D’AMICO AND DANIEL
J. FOLEY FOR LEGISLATION TO REVISE THE ACT INCORPORAT-
ING THE WORCESTER COUNTY MECHANICS ASSOCIATION.
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March 5, 1982

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

The above-named petitions were transmitted to me by the Clerk
of the Senate on January 12, 1982, with a request for a memo-
randum. Said petitions are subject to the provisions of Chapter 3,
section 7, of the Massachusetts General Laws. In compliance with
that section, requests for additional information showing why the
objects sought cannot be accomplished under the General Laws
were sent January 13, 1982, via certified mail to petitioner Gerard
D’Amico. Copies of the requests were sent to petitioner Daniel J.
Foley. Petitioner’s reply is attached for your information.

The Worcester County Mechanics Association was created by
Chapter 66 of the Acts of 1850 as a charitable corporation with
powers and obligations as set forth by Chapter 44 of the Revised
Statutes. Maximum cash values of real and personal estate to be
held by the corporation were also specified. The original act has
been twice amended: first by Chapter 190 of the Acts of 1856, in-
creasing the allowable value of real estate to a total of $125,000;
and again by Chapter 346 of the Acts of 1871, increasing the allow-
able amount of real estate to a value of $200,000 and of personal
estate to $50,000. The latter act also provided for a procedure for
payment of the association’s debts.

One of the bills before you seeks to expand the association’s cor-
porate purposes to include that of maintaining Mechanics Hall in
Worcester as a National Historic Landmark. To that end the
corporation would also be allowed to make the premises available
for public and private use in consideration of rental fees. Section 2
of that bill eliminates dollar amount limits on real and personal
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property. The second bill provides for annual payments in lieU

taxes by the corporation to the City of Worcester.
Passage of this proposed amending act would be consistent with

past practice. Whether or not the matter should be allowed is

within your exclusive jurisdiction. No fee is required to be paid
the Commonwealth by a corporation of this type under Chapter 3,
section 7, of the General Laws.

Respectfully submitted,
MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY

Secretary of State
MJC/EBS/ebs
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The Worcester County Mechanics Association was initially in-
corporated by chapter 66 of the acts of 1850, amended by chapter
190 of the acts of 1856 and most recently amended by chapter 346
of the acts of 1871. The revisions now sought to be made to the
Act incorporating the Worcester County Mechanics Association
should be made by an Act of General Court to provide consistency
with past action.

ADDENDUM TO THE PETITION RELATIVE TO
TAXATION OF MECHANICS HALL IN WORCESTER
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-two

An Act relative to the mechanics hall in Worcester,
MASSACHUSETTS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter sixty-six of the acts of eighteen hun-
-2 dred fifty, as amended by chapter one hundred ninety of the
3 acts of eighteen hundred fifty-six, and as amended by chapter
4 three hundred forty-six of the acts of eighteen hundred sev-
-5 enty-one, and as most recently amended if amended since
6 eighteen hundred seventy-one, is hereby further amended by
7 adding after section two the following section;

8 Section 3. The land and building known as Mechanics Hall
9 in Worcester, Massachusetts owned by the Corporation shall

10 not be subject to taxation by the City of Worcester but in lieu
11 of taxes and in recognition of the services provided by the
12 City of Worcester, the Corporation shall annually pay to the
13 City of Worcester four percent (4%) of its gross income as
14 set forth in the Form 3-ABC filed with the City of Worcester
15 immediately preceding the commencement of each tax year
16 less amounts expended for building restoration as shown on
17 the Corporation’s audited statements for the year covered by
18 said Form 3-ABC. Such payment shall be made in equal pro-
-19 portions during said tax year at the time payments on tax
20 bills rendered by the City of Worcester are due and payable.

1 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.


