
SENATE No. 1892

Senate, May 10, 1982.

The committee on Public Safety, to whom was referred the peti-
tion (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 927) of Stephen L. Thorn-
ton for legislation relative to the issuance of firearms licenses in
the Commonwealth; the petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No.
959) of William Q. MacLean, Jr., Robert D. Wetmore, Paul V.
Doane and other members of the General Court for legislation
relative to the issuance of firearms licenses; the petition (accom-
panied by bill, Senate, No. 960) of William Q. MacLean, Jr.,
Robert D. Wetmore, Paul V. Doane and other members of the Gen-
eral Court for legislation relative to the issuance of firearms li-
censes; so much of the recommendations of the Department of
Public Safety (House, No. 144) as relates to the issuance of fire-
arms licenses (accompanied by bill, House, No. 153); and so much
of the recommendations of the Department of Public Safety
(House, No. 144) as relates to the issuance of firearms licenses
(accompanied by bill, House, No. 154), reports the accompanying
bill (Senate, No. 1892).

For the Committee.

JOHN P. BURKE
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-two.

An Act relative to the issuance of firearms licenses in the
COMMONWEALTH.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

Section 131 of Chapter 140 of the General Laws as most
recently amended by Chapter 113 of the Acts of 1975 is here-
by further amended by striking out section 131 and inserting
in place thereof the following section:

1
9.

4
o Section 131. The chief of police or the board or officer hav-

ing control of the police in a city or town, or the commissioner
of public safety, or persons authorized by them, respectively,
after an investigation, may, upon the application of any per-
son residing or having a place of business within their respec-
tive jurisdiction, except an alien, a person who has been con-
victed of a felony or the unlawful use, possession or sale of
narcotic or harmful drugs or a minor under the age of eight-
een, issue a license to such applicant to carry firearms in the
commonwealth or to possess and carry therein a machine gun,
if it appears that he is a suitable person to be so licensed, and
that he has good reason to fear injury to his person or prop-
erty, or for any other proper purpose, including the carrying
of firearms for use in target practice only. Upon the request
of any person, the licensing authority as defined in this sec-
tion shall provide an application for a license to carry fire-
arms which application shall be in the form prescribed herein,
and where said standard form is not available a facsimile shall
be provided. A license to carry firearms or to possess and
carry a machine gun shall be for a period of five years, ex-
piring on the anniversary of the applicant’s date of birth oc-
curring not less than four years but not more than five years
from the date of issue. Any renewal thereof shall expire on
the anniversary of the applicant’s date of birth occurring not
less than four (4) years but not more than (5) years after
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30 the effective date of such license.
31 Any license issued to an applicant bo>rn on February twenty-
-32 ninth, for the purposes of this section, shall expire on March
33 first. All such licenses shall be revocable for cause at the will
34 of the authority issuing the same, who shall forthwith send a
35 written notice of such revocation to the commissioner of pub-
-36 lie safety. Licenses shall be issued on forms furnished by said
37 commissioner and shall contain blank spaces for such infor-
-38 mation as the commissioner deems necessary for proper iden-
-39 tification of the licensee. The authority to whom such appii-
-40 cation is made shall cause one copy of said applicant’s finger-
-41 prints to be forwarded to said commissioner, who shall within
42 a reasonable time advise in writing of the criminal record, if
43 any, of the applicant. The taking of fingerprints shall not be
44 required in issuing the renewal of a license, if the fingerprints
45 of the applicant are on file with the commissioner. The fee
46 for such license shall be ten dollars and shall accompany the
47 application therefor when filed, for which fee the licensing
48 authority shall issue a receipt in a form prescribed and sup-
-49 plied by the commissioner of public safety. Said fee shall not
50 be prorated or refunded in case of suspension or revocation of
51 a license.
52 The licensing authority under this section may make in-
-53 quiry concerning an applicant to any appropriate agency or
54 department of state government for the purposes of determin-
-55 ing eligibility for license to carry firearms and shall receive
56 prompt and full cooperation from such agency or department
57 for that purpose in any investigation of the applicant. Who-
-58 ever, knowingly issues a license in violation of this section
59 shall be punished by a fine of not less than five hundred nor
60 more than one thousand dollars, and by imprisonment for not
61 less than six months nor more than two years in a jail or
62 house of correction; however, where a license is lawfully issued
63 under the provisions of this section the licensing authority or
64 his designee shall be exempt from civil or criminal liability
65 for licensee acts or consequential occurrences. Notwithstand-
-66 ing the provisions of this section, no license shall be required
67 for the possession or carrying of a firearm known as a deton-
-68 ator and commonly used on motor vehicles as a signalling and
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69 marking device, when carried or possessed for such signalling
70 and marking purposes.
71 The licensing authority shall, within sixty days from the
72 date of application, either approve the application and issue
73 the license, or deny the application. Any denial, suspension or
74 revocation of a license under this section shall be in writing.
75 If after sixty (60) days from the date of application, the issu-
76 ing authority has failed to issue or deny a license in writing,
77 or if an issuing authority fails to provide or process an appli-
78 cation form, the applicant may, if he so chooses, deem the au-
79 thority’s failure to act a denial and seek judicial relief. If,
80 however, a holder of a license has, in accordance with law,
81 made timely application for a renewal of his license, his li-
82 cense shall not expire until his application has been approved
83 or denied in writing by the authority, except that this provi-
84 sion shall not apply to any license to carry which has been
85 revoked or suspended. Should the authority fail to act upon
86 the renewal of a license within sixty (60) days from the date
87 of the application for renewal, then the receipt for the applica-
88 tion fee paid for said renewal, together with the license pre-
89 vicusly issued, shall serve as a valid license until suspended,
90 revoked, or replaced with a new license.
91 Any license issued under this section shall be revocable for
92 reasonable cause at the will of the authority issuing the
93 same.

94 Any suspension or revocation of a license shall be in writ-
95 ing. Upon revocation or suspension, the licensing authority
96 shall forthwith give written notice of such revocation or sus-
97 pension to the holder as well as to the commissioner of public
98 safety and the said licensing authority shall take possession
99 of said license.

100 No authority shall revoke, suspend for more than thirty
101 (30) days, or refuse to renew any license unless it has first
102 given the holder notice of the reasons for such action and
103 an opportunity for hearing except in such instances where the
104 issuing authority is required by law to revoke said license with-
-105 out exercising any discretion in the matter on the basis of a
106 court conviction or judgment.
107 Any person aggrieved by a denial, suspension or revocation
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108 of a license under this section may obtain judicial review of
109 such denial, suspension or revocation by filing within ninety
110 days of such refusal, a petition for review thereof in the dis-
-111 trict court having jurisdiction in the city or town wherein the
112 applicant filed for said license, and a justice of said court, after
113 having heard all the facts, may direct that a license be issued
114 to an applicant or reinstated to a holder, if he is satisfied that
115 the applicant or holder was not prohibited by law from hold-
-116 ing said license and there was no reasonable ground for re-
-117 fusing, suspending or revoking said license.
118 For the purposes of the provisions of section ten of chapter
119 two hundred and sixty-nine, an expired license to carry fire-
-120 arms shall be deemed valid for a period not to exceed ninety
121 days beyond the date of expiration, except as otherwise pro-
-122 vided for in this section. The commissioner of public safety
123 shall send by first class mail to the holder of each license to
124 carry firearms a notice of the expiration of his license not less
125 than ninety days before such expiration, and shall enclose
126 therewith a form for renewal of said license.
127 The license holder shall notify, in writing, the authority
128 who issued said license, the chief of police into whose juris-
-129 diction the license holder moves, and the commissioner of pub-
-130 lie safety of any change in his address. Such notification shall
131 be made within thirty days of its occurrence.
132 The commissioner of public safety shall furnish to the li-
-133 censing authority under this section, license application blanks
134 in the following form:
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APPLICATION FOR A LICENSE TO CARRY FIREARMS
This application form is provided in accordance with the provisions of
Massachusetts General Law, Chapter 140, Section 131, as amended.

Date of Birth:Name:
(Print)

Residence or Place of Business Address:

City or Town: Zip:

Place of Birth: Social Security No.:

Mother’s Maiden Name:Father’s Name:

Weight: Color Hair;Complexion: Height:

Color Eyes: Occupation

Employed By:

Business Address;

Are you a Citizen of the United States?
yes no

Have you ever been convicted of a felony or of the unlawful use, posses-
sion, or sale of narcotic or harmful drugs in any state or territory?

Have you previously held a License to Carry Firearms in any state or
territory? If yes, where when
Has your License to Carry Firearms ever been suspended or revoked?

lf yes, explain:

State reason for requesting License to Carry Firearms:

Signature of Employer (Employment Use Only)

Business Name and Address:
I declare that the above facts are true and complete to the best of my
knowledge and I understand that any false answer(s) will be just cause
for revocation of my license to carry firearms. Further, I have read and
understand the provisions of Massachusetts General Law, Chapter 140,
Section 131.
Signed under the penalties of perjury, this Day of 19

Signature of Applicant
FOR USE OF ISSUING AUTHORITY ONLY
Name of Department:

Issuing Authority’s Title;

Issuing Authority’s Signature:

Date: Approved: Disapproved:

Reason for Issuing:






