
SENATE No. 2018

Senate

The committee on Ways and Means, to whom was committed
the Senate Order relative to authorizing the legislative research
council to make an investigation and study of certain current sen-
ate and house documents relative to the termination of employees
and assistance thereto (Senate, No. 1877), reports recommending
that the same ought to be adopted With an amendment, substituting
a new draft entitled “An Order relative to authorizing the Legisla-
tive Research Council to investigate and study the impact and ef-
fect that “plant closings” have on the economy of the Common-
wealth and on Massachusetts workers and their communities” (Sen-
ate, No. 2018).

For the Committee,
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Senate, June 29, 1982.

Ordered, That the Legislative Research Council shall in-
vestigate and study the impact and effect that “plant dos-
ings” have on the economy of the Commonwealth and on Mas-
sachusetts workers and their communities.

1
2
3
4

Said Council shall:5
(a) investigate the number of plant closings which have

taken place in Massachusetts in the last seven years, and the
number of workers who have become unemployed because of
such actions;
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10 (b) investigate the laws in the states of Maine and Wiscon-
sin, which have adopted plant closing legislation;11

(c) investigate the effectiveness of the plant closing law in
the state of Maine to determine the number of employees who
have benefited by it, and the effect that the law has had on
the employers and the affected communities;
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16 (d) investigate the asserted unconstitutionality of the Wis-

consin plant closing law, which has prevented its implementa-
tionsince its passage in 1975;
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19 (e) investigate the number of states which have had plant

closing bills introduced over the last seven years, the pro-
visions contained in said legislation, and the final disposition
of the bills;
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23 (f) investigate the number of bills introduced on the federal

level over the last seven years, the provisions contained in
said legislation, and the final disposition of the bills;
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(g) investigate and compare the European experience with
plant closings, and determine the feasibility of applying Euro-
pean policy in the United States on a state-by-state basis;
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(h) investigate the economic effects of plant closing legis-
lation if adopted in an industrial state, vis-a-vis other com-
peting industrial states;
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(i) investigate alternative mechanisms employed or pro-
posed in other states to deal with the effects of plant closings;
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(j) investigate mechanisms which maybe available in Mas-34
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sachusetts, or could be adopted, to address mass layoffs and
plant closings.

Said Council shall report the results of its investigation and
study by filing a report thereof with the clerk of the Senate
on or before the third Wednesday of April in the year nine-
teen hundred and eighty-three.




