
HOUSE No. 35

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS

ONE ASHBURTON PEACE

BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02108. NOVEMBER 2. 1982

The Honorable Michael Joseph Connolly, Secretary of the Commonwealth
State House, Boston, Massachusetts 02133

Dear Mr. Secretary: Pursuant to the provision of Section 33 of
Chapter 30 of the General Laws, attached hereto are the legislative
recommendations to be filed on behalf of the Executive Office of
Consumer Affairs and its agencies, the Department of Public Utilities
and Division of Registration.

Sincerely,

PAULA GOLD,

ttlje Commontoealtf) of iHaggacfjusette

Secrelar\
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This bill will authorize the Division of Standards to promulgate
regulations on unit pricing.

i

Would allow theDepartment, in its discretion, to place the expense
of publishing, serving and/or posting public notices of rate
causes and other similar investigations upon the party who
filed the petition. This provision would allow a procedure
similar to probate court cases where the judge issues a particu-
lar form and manner for giving public notice which the peti-
tioner must then carry out, and file an affidavit with the court
stating that he has complied with the orders of the court.

Would require water companies (currently regulated by the
Department of Public Utilities) to get Department of Public
Utilities’ approval before being allowed to sell any part of the
Company’s watershed, i.e. the buffer of land which surrounds
and protects the Company’s reservoir or wells. This will help
prevent the contamination of such wells.

3

Would assess the Massachusetts Municipal Wholesale Electric
Company $lOO,OOO to pay for their share of the Department of
Public Utilities'operating budget.

4

Would provide for an assessment of $250,000 from intra stale
telephone companies to pay for the Department’s added costs
caused by the ongoing divestiture and restructing of AT&T.

s

Would authorize the Department to deregulate carriers of waste,
agricultural products, blood, groceries, meals and packages
under 100 lbs. after a finding that the public interest would be
better served by their deregulation than their continued
regulation.

6

Would allow the Department, acting as an agent of the U.S. Office
of Pipeline Safety, Dept, of Transportation, to determine the
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existence of a violation and the amount of penalty, if any, to be
assessed for violation of gas safety regulations particularly
at issue are those construction companies not observing or
using the“dig safe” procedures and thereby causing damage to
gas mains. Such violation usually results in the creation of
safety problems.

8, Would increase the assessment of the electric utilities for the opera-
tion of the fuel bureau (fuel adjustment clause bureau) to
$500,000 from the current level of $400,000.

9. Would establish a bureau in DPU to oversee gas utility’s gas cost
adjustment clauses similar to bureau set up 2 years ago to
oversee electric utility’s fuel adjustment. Would fund this
bureau by a $500,000 assessment of gas utility companies no
expenditure of state funds would be necessary.

13. This bill willmake a technical correction in the statute governing
the registration of dentists.

14. This bill would provide procedures for the immediate suspension
of licensees who are convicted of serious crimes defined in the
bill, while affording the licensee an opportunity to be heard. It
also provides for disciplining those licensees who knowingly
omit information of a serious crime on recommendations for
other licensees.

This bill would allow the Boards of Registration to take reciprocal
action against a licensee or applicant who has been disciplined in
another jurisdiction. It would provide procedures for notification of

10. The bill will make the Board of Hairdressers a part-time board.

ii. This bill will provide for the licensure of radio and television repair
shops.

12. This bill will allow the board to administer exams in a more
efficient and cost-effective manner.
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such individuals to show cause why the imposition of such identical
discipline would be unwarranted.

is. This bill clarifies the existing statute with regard to the definition
and licensure of a public accountant.

16. This bill expands the definition of electrolysis and addresses the
licensure of instructors.


