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tion for an official ballot executed by the voter whose name
appears thereon and certified by the registrars of voters.

All such envelopes shall be preserved unopened. Upon
election day within one hour after the hour for the closing

of the polls the said clerk shall, except in cities and towns
where voting machines are used exclusively, deliver all

envelopes received by him to the election officers in the

several voting precincts where the voters named therein

assert the right to vote, and in cities and towns where
voting machines are used exclusively the clerk shall deliver

all such envelopes to the office of the registrars of voters.

Within one hour after the closing of the polls in cities and
towns where voting machines are so used the warden or his

deputy in each polling place shall, notwithstanding the

provisions of section ninety-five, if any person or persons

whose name as appearing on the voting list of those having
the right to vote thereat bears after it the letters A.V., as

provided in section ninety-one, has voted in person at said

polhng place, forward to the registrar a certificate bearing

the name of such person or persons and the statement that

such person has voted in person, or if no such person has
voted in person, a statement that no person authorized to

vote by absentee ballot has voted in person. Upon receipt

of such certificate from all polhng places in the city or town,

the registrars shall publicly at a designated place proceed to

open all envelopes received from the clerk and to count the

same in the manner provided by sections ninety-five and one
hundred and five, crediting each such ballot to the appropri-

ate precinct or polling place, and totalling the same. For
the purposes of counting such ballots the board of registrars

shall have the powers and duties of election officers and the

chairman of the board shall be the presiding officer, the

provisions of section twenty-five of chapter fifty-one to the

contrary notwithstanding. Approved February 10, 1954.

ChaV.lOS ^^ ^^'^ ELIMINATING THE RESTRICTIONS ON THE AMOUNT
OF THE TOTAL DEATH BENEFITS PAYABLE BY FRATERNAL
BENEFIT SOCIETIES ON THE LIVES OF CERTAIN CHILDREN.

G. L. (Ter.
Ed.), 176,

§ 23, etc.,

amended.

Certain death
benefits
payable by
fraternal ben-
efit societies,

regulated.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Chapter 176 of the General Laws is hereby amended by
striking out section 23, as most recently amended by chapter
132 of the acts of 1951, and inserting in place thereof the

following section :
— Section 2S. Any society operating on

the lodge system may provide in its constitution and by-
laws, in addition to other benefits provided for therein, for

the payment of death, endowment or annuity benefits upon
the fives of children less than eighteen years of age, and
may loan upon the security of the value of certificates of such
benefits a sura not exceeding the legal reserve which it is

required to maintain thereon. Any such society may at its

option organize and operate branches for such children, and
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membership in local lodges and initiation therein shall not
be required of such children, nor shall they have any voice

in the management of the society.

Approved February 10, 1954.

An Act relative to the appointment of forest wardens. Qfidr) 104
Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Chapter 48 of the General Laws is hereby amended by g. l. (Ter.

striking out section 8, as amended by section 10 of chapter ?g-^^4^'

490 of the acts of 1941, and inserting in place thereof the amended.

following section: — Section 8. The mayor in cities, subject Appointment

to charter provisions, and, except as provided in section warden,

forty-three, the selectmen in towns, shall annually, in June, '"^^suiated.

appoint a forest warden, and forthwith give notice thereof

to the director of forests and parks in the department of

natural resources, in this chapter called the forester. The
same person may hold the offices of tree warden, selectman,

chief of the fire department and forest warden. The forest

warden so appointed shall hold office for one year and until

his successor is appointed and qualified. Upon the failure of

the mayor of a city or the selectmen of a town to make such
appointment in the month of June or within thirty days after

the office becomes vacant through any cause, the forester

shall notify the mayor or selectmen so to do, and if the
mayor or selectmen fail to comply within fourteen days
after receipt of such notice, the forester may appoint as

forest warden in such city or town a suitable person, who
shall be a resident thereof. Approved February 10, 1964.

An Act relative to the transfer of custody of certain /^/.^^ i nc
LAND BY CITIES AND TOWNS. ^ flap.WO

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Chapter 40 of the General Laws is hereby amended by g. l. (Ter.

striking out section 15A, inserted by section 4 of chapter 798 f'JsVetc
of the acts of 1951, and inserting in place thereof the following amended.

'

section:— Section 15A. \7henever a board or officer hav- Transfer of

ing charge of land, including land acquired for playground
certahi^knd

purposes pursuant to the provisions of section fourteen of by cities

chapter forty-five, but excluding land acquired for park Kg^&ZT.'
purposes, constituting the whole or any part of an estate held

by a city or town within its limits for a specific purpose shall

determine that such land is no longer needed for such purpose,
whether such land was acquired before or after the effective

date of this section and whether acquired by eminent domain,
purchase, gift, devise or otherwise, such board or officer shall

forthwith give notice of such determination to the city council

of the city or the board of selectmen of the town. At any
time after the receipt of such notice, the city council of the
city by a two thirds vote of all its members, in the case of

a city having a city manager, with the approval of said city


