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The Honorable Michael J. Connolly, Secretary of State 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts 

State House — Room 337, Boston, Massachusetts 02133

Dear Secretary Connolly: Pursuant to the provision of Section 33 of 
Chapter 30 of the General Laws, 1 submit herewith eight bills recom
mended by the Board of Education for legislative action during the 
1984 session of the General Court. Accompanying the legislative 
recommendations is the required explanation for each bill.

Sincerely,

JOHN H. LAWSON 
Commissioner o f Education
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Four.

i A n A c t  a s s is t in g  c it ie s  a n d  t o w n s  in  m e e t in g  the  costs of

SPECIAL EDUCATION PLACEMENT FOR CERTAIN CHILDREN.

This legislation would authorize the Department of Education to 
assume the cost of special education in day or residential schools for ̂  
special needs students who have no parent(s) or guardian living in the 
Commonwealth. In most instances such children are severely disabled, 
with about 60% residing in private residential schools for special needs 
students.

Past practice under the Chatper 766 Regulations has been for the 
Department to assign a community of responsibility to these children. 
However, that practice, while necessary, may be unfair in situations 
where neither the child nor the parent/guardian has current ties with 
the community. Moreover, the viability of that practice has been called 
into question by the recent decision of the Massachusetts Appeals 
Court in Board o f Education vs. School Committee o f Amesbun. 
Therefore, this statute is needed to assure that these children receive 
the special education they need and to which they are entitled, at the 
direct expense of the Commonwealth, without imposing undue finan
cial burdens on local school districts.

2. A n A c i inc r e a s in g  a id  for s c h o o l  c o n s t r u c t i o n .

This legislation is designed to provide ninety percent of construction 
costs and at least sixty-live percent of all interest costs for approved 
school projects. This proposal is initiated as the result of the special 
provisions made by the legislature for the City of Somerville in  Chap
ter 370 oif the Acts of 1982, which authorizes state aid up to ninety 
percent of construction costs and sixty-five percent of interest costs, 
and to a lesser degree, tends to reflect the provisions of Chapter 613 cWt. 
the Acts of 1982 which provides state aid up to ninety percent ofboi 
construction and interest costs for new school construction designed 
to reduce or eliminate racial imblance or segregation. Additionally, 
this petition would amend ti.l ,c.l5,s.U to provide for ninety perceni 
ol construction and interest costs for construction undertaken!1' 
eliminate racial imbalance or reduce minority isolation.

*8
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3. A n  A c t  p r o v i d i n g  fo r  e m e r g e n c y  c la s s r o o m  s p a c e .

This legislation is designed to authorize the Board of Education to 
provide up to one hundred percent of the cost of leasing, or otherwise 
providing suitable temporary classroom space and needed equipment 
for those students who cannot be adequately accommodated in the 
existing school facilities of a city, town, county, or region, because of 
an unforeseen emergency caused by fire, flood, environmental conta
mination, or other natural or man-made disaster.

Such legislation would be useful in situations such as those which 
have arisen in the past in Plymouth, Ayer, Martha’s Vineyard, and 
Attleborough, where schools were closed due in one case to a high 
incidence of illness among pupils and staff from an unknown cause, 
and in other situations due to the presence of friable asbestos. Enact
ment of this bill would allow school districts, in cases of emergency, to 
continue to provide quality education in appropriate alternative 
spaces.

4. A n A c t  r e l a t iv e  t o  t h e  is s u a n c e  of  lic e n s e s  t o  o p e r a t e  c e r t a in

PRIVATE BUSINESS SCHOOLS IN THE COMMONWEALTH.

This petition is intended to address the proliferation of short-term 
professional seminars operating in Massachusetts, and to exempt 
them from certain licensing requirements. These seminars, which are 
aimed primarily at executives and users of personal and business 
computers, do not lend themselves to the kind of regulation required 
by G.L. c.75D and G.L. c.93, which is directed at long-term vocational 
career programs.

The operators of these short-term professional seminars would be 
required to comply only with those provisions of G.L. c.75D, s.14, 
relating to the furnishing of a surety bond, and the regulations relating 
to fire safety and State Building Code compliance adopted by the 
Department.
| This petition also would exempt from the licensing requirements of 
G.L. c.75D and G.L. c.93, those classes or programs offered by com
panies in the business of manufacturing or retailing equipment or 
software to train customers or their employees in the use of such 
equipment or software.
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5. A n A c t  r e d e f i n i n g  t h e  r e s p o n s ib il i t ie s  of  t h e  executive

COMMITTEE FOR EDUCATIONAL TELEVISION TO INCLUDE DEVELOP
ING EDUCATIONAL TECHNOLOGIES.

This legislation is designed to change the function and composition 
of the Massachusetts Executive Committee for Educational Television 
so that it may effectively advise the Board of Education on the use of 
newer instructional technologies (including computers) in schools. 
This amendment would increase the size of the Committee from its 
present twelve members to a total of twenty, providing for the addition 
of individuals having particular interest and expertise in instructional 
technology areas outside of broadcast television. The amendment 
would also expand the advisory function of the Committee from its 
current focus on television to a much broader concern encompassing 
all technologies used for instruction in schools. To reflect these 
changes, the amendment would change the name of the Committee to 
the Massachusetts Executive Committee for Educational Technology.

6. A n A c t  r e l a t iv e  to  t h e  sale  or  lease of  a s c h o o l  (refile. H.78).

This legislation will provide the Commonwealth with a method of 
reducing or terminating grant payments for a school construction 
project if the building for which the grant payments are being made is 
sold or leased. Under existing law, as interpreted by the Attorney 
General on August 4, 1981, there is no vehicle which would allow the 
Commonwealth to reduce or terminate grant payments under Chapter 
645 of the Acts of 1948. By amending Chapter 645, this legislation 
permits the Board (referred to in the proposed bill as the “commis
sion”) to reduce or terminate grant payments when such action is in the 
best interests of the Commonwealth. This authority is needed in a era 
of declining enrollments when schools are being closed and communi
ties are seeking new uses lor empty schools. The bill requires that the 
net proceeds of the sale, or half the net proceeds of the lease of a  ̂
building, be applied to the unpaid indebtedness of the building.

7. A n A c t  r e l a t iv e  t o  c e r t a in  p erso n s  e n r o i  i ed  in v ocatio nal

e d u c a t io n  p r o g r a m s  (refi le ,  H .79).

Currently, several vocational schools across the Commonwealth 
oiler certificate or degree-granting programs at the post-secondary
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level to students who have graduated from high school. There is no 
provision to charge students for this type of education in contrast to 
similar programs offered at community colleges. To address this ineq
uity, this legislation provides for a tuition fee to be charged to the 
attending nonresident student, comparable to the tuition rate at public 
community colleges. The city, county, or regional school district that 
operates the program will receive partial reimbursement from the 
Commonwealth for expenses through the aid formula contained in 
Chapter 70 of the General Laws.

For most school districts enrolling nonresident post-secondary 
vocational pupils, the sum of student tuition plus additional state aid 
under Chapter 70 is considerably less than the tuition rates paid by 
communities of residence and the cost of the program. The petition, 
therefore, creates an additional state budget line item under which 
districts serving nonresident pupils have reimbursement entitlements 
equal to the difference between approved tuition rates and the sum of 
student and Chapter 70 receipts. If the funds appropriated are insuffi
cient to cover the full cost of this petition, cities or towns of residence 
would be required to pay the difference. Such payments would be 
made by communities in the year following that in which their students 
were enrolled.

8. An A c t  p r o v i d i n g  fo r  t h e  i m p r o v e m e n t  of  t h e  s c h o o l

BUILDINGS IN THE COMMONWEALTH (refi le ,  H.74).

This bill is designed to help cities, towns, counties, and regional 
school districts improve school buildings through limited projects not 
now approvable by themselves under the School Building Assistance 
Act, provided that the school to be improved is otherwise able to 
support a modern educational program. Such projects as specified in 
the bill, include projects required to make a school accessible to the 
physically handicapped, projects required to rebuild, reconstruct or 

A  replace the roof of a schoolhouse where such project is not due to a 
pattern of deferred maintenance, projects designed to make a school 
building more energy efficient, projects required to eliminate a struc
tural safety hazard, or to provide improvements related to site.
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