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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF HUMAN SERVICES

DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL HEALTH
160 NORTH WASHINGTON STREET

BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02114, OCTOBER 14, 1983

The Honorable Michael Joseph Connolly, Secretary of the Commonwealth

Dear Mr. Secretary: In compliance with Section 33 of Chapter 30 of
the General Laws, 1 am pleased to submit to you the legislative
proposals of the Department of Mental Health for the 1984 session of
the General Court.

Attached are five proposals the Department wishes to have consi-
dered by the General Court in 1984.

Sincerely

JAMES J, CALLAHAN. JR., PH D
COMMISSIONER.
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i. An Act relative to changing the name of the departmentof
MENTAL HEALTH.

This bill would change the name of the Department of Mental
Health to the Department of Mental Health and Mental Retardation.
Approximately one-half of the resources of the Department are
devoted to mentally-retarded citizens. This name change, therefore,
would more accurately reflect the agency’s mission.

2. An Act transferring certain responsibilities concern the

REGULATION OF CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES FROM THE COMMIS-

SIONER OF MENTAL HEALTH TO THE COMMISSIONER OF PUBLIC

HEALTH.

The regulation of controlled substances was transferred to DPH a
few years ago, however, the record keeping and reporting require-
ments remained with DMH. This bill would complete the transfer.

3. An Act relative to establishing trust funds FROM THESALEOF
DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL HEALTH REAL PROPERTY.

This act would allow the creation of trust funds with the proceeds
resulting from the sale of real property acquired by the Department ot
Mental Health. These funds would be used to benefit mentally ill and
mentally retarded individuals served by the Department.

LEG/SLA TIVE RECOM MENDA TIONS OF THE
DEPA RTMENT OF MENTAL HEALTH

4. An Act to establish a trust fund for certain mental retar-
dation PROGRAMS.

This act would allow the creation of trust funds with the proceeds
received from payments by residents of state facilities for the mentally
retarded or by the estates of these residents.

The funds would be used for placement of residents in less restrictive
community settings.
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This act would require that, unless a court decides otherwise, all
testimony and reports of examinations made to a court in a guardian-
ship or conservatorship proceeding be private except to those persons
with a direct interest in the proceeding. This language would also
conform to theDepartment of Mental Health’s statutory requirement
that patient records be confidential.

At present, there is no statutory language to prevent any person
from examining and copying guardianship and conservatorship court
records which contain extremely sensitive material about the proposed
ward’s physical and mental health.

This act would require than, unless a court decides otherwise, all
testimony and reports of examinations made to a court in a guardian-
ship or conservatorship proceeding be private except to those persons
with a direct interest in the proceeding. This language would also
conform to the Department of Mental Health’s statutory requirement
that patient records be confidential.

At present, there is no statutory language to prevent any person
from examining and copying guardianship or conservatorhship court
records which contain extremely sensitive material about the proposed
ward’s physical and mental health.

5, An Act to provide for the privacy of certain court records.

5. An Act to provide for the privacy of certain court records.




