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By Mrs. Murray of Cohasset, petition of Mary Jeanette Murray for
legislation to establish procedures for the adoption of home rule
charters by counties. Counties.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Four.

An Act to establish county home rule.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION I. The General Laws are hereby amended by insert-
-2 ing after Chapter 38 the following new chapter:

3
4

5 Section I. Review of County Boundaries. The General Court
6 shall establish a boundary commission to review and redefine the
7 county boundaries to conform to regional needs. The boundary
8 commission shall complete the review and redefinition of county
9 boundaries within one year after the effective date of this Act.

10 Section 2. Charter Formulation and Adoption. After the
H boundary commission has completed the review and redefinition
12 of county boundaries, each of the counties shall formulate and
13 adopt a charter. The charter shall describe the basic structure and
14 organization of the county government; it shall specify and allocate
15 the powers of the county government; and it shall prescribe the
16 procedures for the exercise of county government powers. Any
17 county that fails to formulate and adopt a charter within two years
18 after the effective date of this Act shall adopt a charter formulated
19 for that county by the General Court.
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20 Section 3. Express Powers Enumerated. When every county
21 has adopted a charter formulated either by the county or the
22 General Court, the counties shall have the following express pow-
-23 ers;
24 (a) Local legislation. To enact laws for the county, including
25 the power to repeal or amend laws enacted by the General Court
26 regarding matters covered by the express powers granted in this
27 Section; to pass all ordinances, resolutions, bylaws, and regula-
-28 tions necessary for the execution of the express powers granted in
29 this Section, as well as all ordinances necessary to maintain the
30 peace, good government, health, and welfare of the county; and to
31 provide for the enforcement by fines, penalties, and imprisonment,
32 of all ordinances, resolutions, bylaws, and regulations adopted
33 pursuant to this Section.
34 (b) County property. To protect the county property to acquire
35 by purchase, lease, condemnation, or otherwise, property required
36 for county purposes; and to lease or dispose of any property
37 belonging to the county;
38 (c) Public works. To provide for the construction and mainte-
-39 nance of non-state highways, bridges, and streets within the
40 county; to construct and maintain public airports and restricted
41 landing areas.
42 (d) County institutions. To establish and regulate county hos-
-43 pitals, schools, jails and houses of correction.
44 (e) Public health. To establish and regulate county health de-
-45 partments and county nursing departments.
46 (0 Recreation. To provide for the development and adminis-
-47 tration of recreational programs, including the acquisition, con-
-48 struction, equipment, and use of park and recreational facilities.
49 (g) Regional housing authorities. To establish and regulate re-
-50 gional housing authorities.
51 (h) County planning commissions. To establish county plan-
-52 ning commissions to study regional resources and needs.
53 (i) Solid waste disposal. To provide for the collection and dis-
54 posal of solid waste generated within the count
55 (j) Purchasing and data processing. To establish a county pur-
-56 chasing system which shall procure materials, equipment, and
57 services for the county and its constituent municipalities; to estab-
-58 lish a data processing system for the county and its constituent
59 municipalities
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60 (k) Printing and publishing. To print and publish all ordi-
-61 nances, resolutions, bylaws, and regulations adopted by the coun-
-62 ty; and to print and publish annual statements of county expenses.
63 (1) County officials. To appoint or provide for the election ofall
64 county officials except those whose appointment or election is
65 governed by the Massachusetts Constitution or General Laws, and
66 to establish a merit system for the appointment of county officials
67 and employees not appointed or elected under the Massachusetts
68 Constitution and General Laws; to establish the qualifications,
69 term of office, and compensation of the county executive authori-
-70 ty; and to enact laws governing the conduct ofall county officials in
71 theperformance of their public duties, and to provide for penalties,
72 including removal from office, for violation of those laws.
73 (m) Amendment ofcharter. To amend thecounty charter, pro-
-74 vided the amendment receives the approval of a majority of the
75 votes of the county voting thereon.
76 (n) Taxes. To levy and collect taxes for the support and mainte-
-77 nance of the county.
78 (o) Indebtedness. To borrow money on the faith and credit of
79 the county and to issue bonds or other evidences of indebtedness.
80 Section 4. The express powers enumerated in Section 3of this
81 chapter shall replace the powers of the counties as they now appear
82 in the General Laws.

1 SECTION 2. This Act shall take effect July 1, 1984.
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