
HOUSE 859
By Mr. Wetherbee of Pepperell, petition of Bruce E. Wetherbee for

legislation to provide restroom facilities in certain establishments.
Health Care.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Four

An Act to provide restroom facilities in certain establishments.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Chapter 111 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by inserting in Section 33 after the words “for the use of
3 each sex” the additional words “without charge.”

1 SECTION 2. Chapter 111 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by inserting after Section 33 the following sections:
3 Section 33A. Every establishment into which members of the
4 public are invited as business invitees, shall provide upon said
5 premises for the use by patrons of both sexes adequate and conven-
-6 ient rest rooms with water closets, at least one-half of which shall
7 be without charge to such patrons. Any establishment within the
8 meaning of this section that is newly constructed or renovated
9 following enactment of this provision shall comply with the provi-

-10 sions of this section at the time of such construction or renovation.
11 For the purposes of this section, the local board of health shall
12 determine what constitutes suitable, adequate and convenient rest
13 rooms.
14 Section 338. The following types of establishments shall be
15 exempt from the operation of Section 33A: (1) eating establish-

-16 ments which do not provide waiter or waitress service for cus-
-17 tomers seated at tables or counters; and (2) establishments, other
18 than eating establishments licensed to sell alcoholic beverages to be
19 consumed upon the premises, whose floor space accessible to the
20 public does not exceed 1,500 square feet.
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21 Section 33C. The local board of health may, upon application
22 of any person owning, managing or controlling an establishment
23 covered by section 33A and not exempted under Section 338,
24 authorized a variance where, owing to conditions especially affect-
-25 ing such establishment, but not affecting generally the class of
26 establishments to which it belongs, a literal enforcement of the
27 provisions of Section 33A would involve substantial hardship
28 financial or otherwise to the applicant, and where desirable relief
29 may be granted without substantial detriment to the public good
30 and without nullifying or substantially derogating from the intent
31 or purpose of Section 33A.
32 In exercising its power to grant a variance the board of health
33 may impose limitations both of time and of use. and a continuation
34 of the variance may be conditioned upon compliance with regula-
-35 tions to be made and amended from time to time thereafter.
36 Section 33D. Boards of health shall, from time to time, make
37 rules and regulations to further define and implement Sections 33A
38 through 33C. Whoever violates the provisions of Section 33A, or
39 ofany rule or regulation made thereunder, shall be subject to a fine
40 of not more than $lOO for each day such violation continues.


