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SENATE No. 54

By Mr. Walsh, apetition (accompaniedby bill, Senate, No. 54) of JosephB. Walsh
for legislation relative to self-service gasoline stations. Commerce and Labor.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-five

An Act relating to self-service gasoline stations.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in GeneralCourt
assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. This act authorizes the establishment of self-
-2 service gasoline stations, defined as
3 Self-service gasoline stations. Self-service gasoline sta-
-4 tion shall be that portion of property where flammable and
5 combustible liquids used as motor fuels are stored and subse-
-6 quently dispersed from fixed, approved dispensing equipment
7 into the fuel tanks of motor vehicles by persons other than the
8 service station attendant. All self-service gasoline stations
9 shall have at least one attendant on duty while the station is

10 open to the public.

1 Section 2. The attendant’s primary function shall be the
2 proper administration, supervision, observation, and control
3 of the dispensing of flammable and combustible liquids used
4 as motor fuels while such liquids are actually being dispens-
-5 ed. It shall be the responsibility of the attendant to prevent
6 the dispensing of flammable and combustible liquids used as
7 motor fuels into portable containers unless such container
8 bears a seal of approval of a nationally recognized testing
9 agency, to control sources of ignition, and to immediately han-

-10 die accidental spills and fire extinguishers if needed. The at-
-11 tendant on duty shall be mentally and physically capable of
12 performing the functions and assuming the responsibility
13 prescribed in the section.
14 The attended control area is thatarea reserved for the hun-
-15 dred (100) feet from the dispensing area and shai; contain the
16 fire-extinguishment and emergency controls.
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1 Section 3. Dispensing area The dispensing area is that
2 area where the pumps used to dispense flammable and com-
-3 bustible liquids used as motor fuels are located. The dispens-
-4 ing area shall at all times be in clear view of the attendant
5 and the placing or allowing ofany obstruction to vision to come
6 between the dispensing area and the attending control area
7 shall be prohibited. The attendant shall at all times be able
8 to communicate with persons in the dispensing area
9 Emergency controls shall be installed at location acceptabh

10 to the authority having jurisdiction, but controls shall not be
11 more than one hundred (100) feet from dispensers. Operating
12 instructions and warning signs shall be conspicuously posted
13 in the dispensing area.

1 Section 4. Equipment All self-service equipment used to
2 dispense gasoline shall be approved by a nationally recogniz-
-3 ed testing agency. The dispensing nozzle shall be an automatic-
-4 closing type without a hold-open latch.

1 Section 5. The insurance commissioner under his powers,
2 duties and functions as state fire marshal shall promulgate
3 rules and regulations for the administration and enforcement
4 of this act. An inspection of the self-service gasoline station
5 and operators shall be made and approved under this authority
6 and rules and regulations thereby promulgated.

1 Section6. The posting at retail service stations of a different
2 price for the same grade of gasoline dispensed from one pump
3 than fromanother pump supplied from a common storage at
4 the same service station when represented to be and is sold
5 at the same quality of gasoline is unlawful.
6 2. This section shall not be construed to prohibit a price dif-
-7 ferential between self-service pumps and attendant controll-

ed pumps supplied from a common storage at the same ser-
ice station.

1 Section 7. This act shall take effect upon its passage


