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SENATE No. 81

By Mr, D’Amico, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 81) of Gerard
D'Amico and John W. Olver for legislation relative to membership of the Board of
Regents of Higher Education. Education.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-five

An Act relative to the membership of the board of regents.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court
assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 15A of the General Laws, as added by section 112
2 of Chapter 329 of the acts of 1980, is hereby amended by strik-
3 ing out section 2, and inserting in place thereof the following
4 new section:
5 Section 2. The board of regents of higher education,
6 hereinafter referred to as the board of regents, shall consist
7 of sixteen members appointed by the Governor, at least one
8 of whom shall be a representative of organized labor, and an
9 additional member which the Governor will choose from

10 among the undergraduate student members of the board of
11 trustees for each institution named in section three of this
12 chapter. There shall be an office of the board of regents,, con-
-13 sisting of a chancellor and employees appointed by said board.
14 Members of the board of regents shall be appointed to serve
15 five year terms, except that the undergraduate student
16 members shall be appointed annually to serve a term of one
17 year’s duration as long as she/he remains a full time

“%18 undergraduate; provided that within any three consecutive
19 years, said student appointee shall in one year be a student
20 attending a state college, and in another year be a student at-
-21 tending a state college, and in another year be a student at-
-22 tending a community college. No member may be appointed
23 for more than two consecutive terms, except that any student
24 member may serve for one term only. In the case of members
25 initially appointed hereunder, three shall be appointed for five
26 years, three shall be appointed for four years, three shall be

(Tl|e (Enmmonuiealtl) nf iHtassadjuaettH



SENATE - No. 81. [Jan. 1985.]2

appointed for three years, three shall be appointed for two
years and three shall be appointed for one year. Of the initial
members, three shall be chosen from among the appointive
members of the board of trustees of the University of
Massachuetss, the board of trustees of the University of Lowell,
the board of trustees of Southeastern Massachusetts Universi-
ty, the board of trustees of state colleges and board of regional
community colleges. Upon the expiration of the term of office
of a member, his successor shall be appointed in like manner
for a term of five years. A vacancy shall be filled by the gover-
nor for the remainder of the term. The chairperson of the board
of regents shall forthwith notify the governor of any such
vacancy.
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The board of regents shall, unless otherwise enumerated,
be the successor of the secretary of the executive office of
educational affairs, the board of higher education, the board
of trustees of state colleges and the board of trustees of
regional community colleges, the board of trustees of the
University of Lowell, the board of trustees of the University
of Massachusetts, the board of trustees of Southeastern
Massachusetts University, and shall, have all the duties and
exercise the powers previously vested in said secretary and
board, unless otherwise enumerated.
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The members of the board of regents shall serve without
compensation but shall be reimbursed for all expenses
reasonably incurred in the performance of their duties.
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No member of said board of regents shall be principally
employed by any public educational institution or by the com-
monwealth. A member of the board of regents shall cease to
be a member if such member ceases to be qualified for ap-
pointment or if he is absent from five regularly scheduled
meetings during any calendar year.
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The board of regents shall meet each month except that the
chairperson, with the board of regents approval, may omit
meetings in the months of July and August, and the chairper-
son may call additional meetings at other times.
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Eight members of the board of regents shall constitute a
quorum, and the affirmative vote of eight members shall be
necessary for any action to be taken by the board.
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The chairperson shall be appointed by the governor from
among the members.
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