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By Mr, Webber, apetition (accompaniedby bill, Senate, No. 130) of Peter C. Web-
ber and Dennis J.Duffin for legislation to correct the law relative to limited public
financing for statewide campaigns. Election Laws.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-five.

An Act correcting the law relative to limited public

FINANCING FOR STATEWIDE CAMPAIGNS.

Be it enacted by theSenate and House ofRepresentatives in GeneralCourt
assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section 1 of Chapter 55A, as inserted by Chapter
2 774 of the Acts of 1975, is hereby amended by adding the follow-

3 ing at the end of the sixth paragraph: (c) no loan shall be con-
-4 sidered a qualifying contribution.

1 Section 2. Chapter 55A of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking Section 2, as appearing in Chapter 744
3 of the Acts of 1975, and inserting the following in place thereof:
4 Section 2: On or before the ninth Tuesday before the primary
5 election in any year in which elections are held for statewide
6 elective office the state secretary shall determine and certify
7 to the director, to the state treasurer and to the comptroller
8 the names and addresses of all candidates for statewide elec-
-9 tive office who qualify for the primary ballot and are opposed

10 by one or more candidates who have qualified for the same
11 ballot in the primary election. For purposes of this chapter any
12 candidate for statewide elective office for whom certificates
13 of nomination and nominationpapers have been filed in ap-
-14 parent conformity with law shall be considered qualified for
15 the ballot not withstanding any objections thereto that may
16 be filed and notwithstanding any vacancy that may occur
17 following the filing of such certificates of nomination and
18 nominationpapers other than a vacancy caused by withdrawal
19 of a candidate within the time allowed by law. On or before
20 the fifth Tuesday before the state election in any such year
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21 the state secretary shall determine and certify to the director,
22 to the state treasurer and to the comptroller the names and
23 addresses of all candidates for statewide elective office who
24 qualify for the state election ballot and are opposed by one or
25 more candidates who have qualified for the state election
26 ballot. For purposes of this chapter any candidate for
27 statewide elective office for whom certificates of nomination
28 and nominationpapers have been filed in apparent conformi-
-29 ty with the law shall be considered qualified for the ballot, as
30 provided with respect to candidates for the primary election
31 and any such candidates nominated at the primary election
32 shall be considered qualified for the ballot notwithstanding any
33 objections thereto that may be filed and notwithstanding any
34 vacancy that may occur other than a vacancy caused by
35 withdrawal of a candidate within the timeallowed by law. Not-
-36 withstanding any other provision of this section, a candidate
37 shall not be considered qualified for the state primary or state
38 election ballot whenever it is finally determinedthat his name
39 will not be printed on the ballot, or on the occurrence of his
40 death, or upon ineligiblity for office and the state secretary
41 shall promptly certify this determination to the director, the
42 state treasurer, and the comptroller, and shall also so certify
43 the name of any candidate who is no longer opposed as the
44 result of such determination.

1 Section3: Section 4of Chapter 55A, as appearing in Chapter
2 774 of the Acts of 1975, is hereby amended by striking out the
3 last sentence and inserting in place thereof the following
4 sentence: Determination and certification of the eligibility of
5 candidates shall be made by the director on or before the
6 eighth, sixth, fourth and second Tuesday before the primary
7 electionand shall be based solely upon information contained
8 in such statements as have been filed no later than the last
9 Friday prior to such dates.

1 Section4: Section sof Chapter 55A, as appearing in Chapter
2 774 of the Acts of 1975, is hereby amended by striking out the
3 last sentence and inserting in place thereof the following
4 sentence: Determination and certification’s of the amounts to
5 which eligible candidates are entitled shall be made by the
6 director on or before the eighth, sixth, fourth and second Tues-
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7 day before the primary election and shall be based solely upon
8 information contained in such statements as have been filed
9 no later than the last Friday prior to such dates.

1 Section 5. Chapter 55A is hereby amended by striking out
2 Section 6, as appearing in Chapter 774 of the Acts of 1975, and
3 inserting in place thereof the following:
4 Section 6. Any candidate for statewide elective office, other
5 than the lieutenant governor candidate of the governor lieute-
-6 nant governor team, certified by the state secretary under sec-
-7 tion two as qualifying for the ballot and having opposition in
8 the state election shall be eligible to receive limited public
9 financing of his state election campaign, to the extent provid-

-10 ed by section seven, on determinationand certificationby the
11 director that the candidate (a) has filed a request for public
12 financing with the director together with the bond required by
13 section eight and (b) has received qualifying contributions as
14 defined by section one in at least the following minimum
15 amounts for the following statewide elective offices:
16 Governor $125,000
17 Attorney General 62,500
18 Secretary 25,000
19 Treasurer and Receiver
20 General 25,000
21 Auditor 25,000
22 Only amounts appearing in statements of qualifying con-
-23 tributions filed with the director, in such forms as he shall
24 prescribe, shll be considered in determining whether any such
25 minimum amount has been met. Determinationsand certifica-
-26 tions of the eligibility of candidates shall be made by the direc-
-27 tor on or before the fourth and second Tuesday before the state
28 electionand shall be based solely upon information contained
29 in such statements as have been filed no later than the last
30 Friday prior to such dates.
31 The fact thata qualifying contribution has previously been
32 considered in determining eligibility for or the extent of, public
33 financing of a candidate’s primary election campaign shall not
34 prevent consideration of the same contribution in determin-
-35 ing eligibility for public financing of such candidate’s state
36 election campaign.
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Section 6. Chapter 55A is hereby further amended by strik-
ing out Section 7, as appearing in Chapter 774 of the Acts of
1975, and inserting in place thereof the following:

1
2
3

Section 7. Any candidate eligible to receive limited public
financing of his state election campaign shall, on determina-
tion and certificationby the director, be entitled to an amount
equal to one dollar for each one dollar of qualifying contribu-
tions as defined by section one subject to section nine and sub-
ject to the following limitations: (a) no candidate shallbe en-
titled to receive any amount in excess of the balance then re-
maining in the state election candidateaccount established for
that candidate under section forty-three of chapter ten; (b)
nor shall any candidate be entitled to receive any amount in
excess of the following maximum amounts for the following
statewide elective offices;

4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15

Governor $250,000
Attorney General 125,000
Secretary 50,000
Treasurer and Receiver General 50,000
auditor 50,000

16
17
18
19
20

Only amounts appearing in statements of qualifying con-
tributions filed with the director, in such form as he shall
prescribe, shall be considered in determining amounts to
which candidates are entitled. Determinations and certifica-
tions of the amounts to which eligible candidates are entitled
shall be made by the director on or before the fourth and se-
cond Tuesday before the state election and shall be based sole-
ly upon information contained in such statements as have been
filed no later than the last Friday prior to such dates.

21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29

The fact that a qualifying contribution has previously been
considered in determining eligibility for, or the extent of,
public financing of a candidate’s primary election campaign
shall not prevent consideration of the same contribution in
determining the extent of public financing of such candidate’s
state election campaign.

30
31
32
33
34
35

1 Section 7: Section Bof Chapter 55A of the GeneralLaws as
2 appearing in Chapter 774 of the Acts of 1975, is amended by
3 striking the first paragraph and inserting in place thereof the
4 following new paragraph:
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5 Section 8. No candidate shall be eligible to receive public
6 financing under this chapter unless and until the candidate
7 deposits with the director a bond for the faithful compliance
8 by such candidate and any political committee organized on
9 his behalf with the provisions of thischapter. Such bond shall

10 be in a form approved by the director, shall be signed by such
11 candidate and the chairman and treasurer of any such com-
-12 mittee, shall run to the commonwealth and shall be in force
13 during the calendar year in which elections for statewide elec-
-14 tive office are held and for the following calendar year. The
15 bond deposited for the purpose of receiving public financing
16 for the primary election campaign must be for the amount
17 which the comptroller has credited to the account established
18 on behalf of that candidate for the primary election campaign.
19 The bond deposited for the purpose of receiving public finan-
-20 cing for the state election campaign must be for the amount
21 which the comptroller has credited to the account established
22 on behalf of that candidate for the state election campaign,
23 or in the case of the candidate for governor, the bond on behalf
24 of said candidate shallbe in the amount which the comptroller
25 has credited to the account established on behalf of that gover-
-26 nor and lieutenant governor team.

1 Section 8: Section 9 of Chapter 55A of the General Laws,
2 as appearing in Chapter 774 of the Acts of 1975, is hereby
3 amended by striking out the first paragraph and inserting in
4 place thereof the following:
5 Section 9. Within four weeks following any primary or state
6 election for statewide elective office any candidate who has
7 received public financing under this chapter shall file a state-
-8 ment with the director which shall show the following:
9 (a) the funds on balance of the committee, which shall in-

-10 elude but not be limited to the balance remaining in the can-
-11 didate’s depository account as of the primary or state elec-
-12 tion, any and all deposits or other funds which have been
13 refunded to the committee or which it is anticipated will be
14 refunded to the committee, and all monies held in a savings
15 account or money market, and all contributions received by
16 the committee as of the primary or state election and which
17 have not been placed in the depository account; less (b) any
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reserve necessary to cover debts Incurred to defray campaign
expenditures incurred during such primary or state election.
Except as herein provided, any candidate having a surplus
balance in accordance with theabove statement following any
such primary or state election shall thereupon pay to the state
treasurer for deposit to the state election campaign fund an
amount determined by multiplying such surplus balance by
a fraction thenumerator of which is the total amount ofpublic
financing received on account of such primary or state elec- i*
tion campaign and the denominator of which is the sum of such*
public financing received and all contributions received by

18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

26
97

21
such candidate. No candidatehaving a surplus balance follow-
ing the primary election shall be required to make any
payment on account of such surplus is such candidate is cer-
tified by the state secretary under section two as qualifying
for the ballot and having opposition in the state election and
is certifiedby the director of campaign and political finance
as eligible for public financing for the state election within
three weeks following such primary election; provided,
however, that in determining and certifying the amount to
which any such candidate is entitled under section seven the
director shall reduce the amount that would otherwise be
determinedthereunderby an amount equal to the amount that
such candidate would be required to pay to the state treasurer
under this section but for thissentence. In no event shall a can-
didate be required to make any payment on account of such
surplus which is larger than the amount the candidate has
received as public financing.

30
31

32
Y6

34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45

Section 9. Section 42 of Chapter 10, as appearing in Chapter
774 of the Acts of 1975, is hereby amendedby adding the follow-
ing new paragraph at the end thereof: The Director of the
Office of Campaign and Political Finance shall be responsi-
ble for monitoring the overall financial and program opera-
tions of the State Election Campaign Fund.

1
2
3
4
5
6

Section 10: Section 44 of Chapter 10, as appearing in
Chapter 774 of theActs of 1975, is hereby amendedby striking
the second sentence of the second paragraph and inserting in
place thereof the following: All distributions shallbe made by

1
2
3
4
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5 direct deposit to the depository accounts designated by such
6 candidates under section nineteen of Chapter fifty-five, except
7 thatall distributions designated for a governor and lieutenant
8 governor team shall be made by direct deposit to the
9 depository account designated by the candidate for governor

10 of that team.
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