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By Mr. Reilly, a petition (accompaniedby bill, Senate, No. 169) of Martin T. Reilly
for legislationto further effectuate representation of consumers in utility rate mat-
ters. Government Regulations.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-five

An Act to further effectuate representation of consumers
IN UTILITY RATE MATTERS.

ol|E (Cunmunuucalth of MasaadfUficttß

Be it enacted by theSenate and House ofRepresentatives in GeneralCourt
assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 6A of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section 9A as most recently amend-
-3 ed by section 1, Chapter 375 of the Acts of 1981, and inserting
4 in place thereof the following section:
5 The secretary of consumer affairs is hereby authorized to
6 make an annual asessment against each electric, gas,
7 telephone, and telegraph company doing business in the com-
-8 monwealth and subject to the supervision of the department
9 of public utilities, based upon intrastate operating revenues

10 of each of such companies derived from the sales of electric,
11 gas, telephone and telegraph services, respectively, as shown
12 on the annual report or annual statement of each of said com-
-13 panics filed with the proper supervising agency. Said
14 assessments shall be in such amounts as shall be determined
15 and certified annually by the secretary of consumer affairs
16 as sufficient to produce five hundred thousand dollars in
17 revenue to the commonwealth and shall be assessed propor-
-18 tionately against each such company on the basis of said in-
-19 trastate operating revenues of each such company; provided,
20 however, that if the attorney general fails to expend in any
21 fiscal year the total amount of five hundred thousand dollars
22 for the purposes set forth underthe provisions of section eleven
23 E of chapter twelve, any amount unexpended in such fiscal
24 year shall be credited against the assessment to be made in
25 the following year and the assessment in such following year
26 shall be reduced by such unexpended amount.
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27 Said secretary is hereby authorized to make a further an-
-28 nual assessment against each electric, gas, telephone and
29 telegraph company doing business in the commonwealthand
30 subject to the supervision of the departmentofpublic utilities,
31 based upon intrastate operating revenues of each of such com-
-32 panies derived from the sales of electric, gas, telephone and
33 telegraph services, respectively, as shown on the annual report
34 or annual statement of each of said companies filed with the
35 proper supervising agency. Said assessments shallbe in such
36 amounts as shall be determined and certified annually by the
37 secretary of consumer affairs as sufficient to produce one hun-
-38 dred thousand dollars in revenue to the commonwealth and
39 shallbe assessed proportionately against each such company
40 on the basis of said intrastate operating revenues of each such
41 company. Said assessments shall be for the purpose of pro-
-42 viding funds to the Attorney General for the purposes set forth
43 under the provisions of section eleven Eof chapter twelve, or
44 through the Attorney General to other parties who have been
45 granted intervenor status by the department for the represen-
-46 tation of consumer interests in utility proceedings. Provided,
47 however, that said funds may be expended exclusively for the
48 purpose of hiring witnesses outside of the office of the Attorney
49 General who are expert in the areas of utility rate analysis,
50 cost of service analysis, utility accounting, or economics. Pro-
-51 vided, further, that portions of these funds which are expend-
-52 ed on behalf of consumer intervenors other than the Attorney
53 General, shall be done so pursuant to Rules and Regulations
54 propounded by the Attorney General.

Section 2. Section HE of Chapter 12 of the GeneralLaws,
2 as most recently amended by section 3of chapter 266 of the
3 Acts of 1976 is hereby further amended by adding at the end
4 of the first paragraph the following sentence:

The Attorney General shall form a Massachusetts Consumer
6 Advisory Board composed of five Representatives of consumer
7 groups, to be chosen by the Attorney General, who have acted
8 as intervenors in rate cases affecting consumers, to advise the
9 Attorney General on coordinating efforts among his office and10 other intervenors in consumer rate cases.


