
SENATE No. 278

By Mr. Kirby, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 278) of Richard Shire
and Edward P. Kirby for legislation relative to parole hearings and the release of
prisoners on parole. Human Services and Elderly Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-five

Be it enacted by the Senate andHouse ofRepresentatives in GeneralCourt
assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section 133 A of Chapter 127, as most recently
2 amended by Chapter 108 of the acts of 1982, is hereby further
3 amended by striking the first paragraph and substituting
4 therefor the following;
5 “Every prisoner who is serving a sentence for life, and every
6 prisoner who is serving a sentence less than life as a result
7 of causing one or more deaths, or as a result of causing serious
8 physical harm to one or more individuals, and who is confin-
-9 ed in a correctional institution of the Commonwealth, except

10 prisoners confined to the state hospital at the Massachusetts
11 Correctional Institution, Bridgewater, and except prisoners
12 serving a life sentence for murder in the first degree, shall be
13 eligible for parole, and the parole board shall, within sixty days
14 before the expiration of fifteen years of said life sentence and
15 within sixty daysbefore a prisoner becomes eligible for parole,
16 in the case of a prisoner serving a sentence less than life as
17 a result of causing one or more deaths, or as a result of caus-
-18 ing serious physical harm to one or more individuals, conduct
19 a public hearing before the full membership.

1 Section 2. Section 131 A of Chapter 127 is hereby amended
2 by striking the entire section and substituting therefor the
3 following:
4 “Not less than five days prior to the effective date of any
5 parole permit, the parole board shall notify in writing the divi-
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sion of state police in the department of public safety, the
district attorney in whose district the sentence was imposed,
the chief of police or head of the organized police department
of the municipality in which the crime was committed, the
police department in the city or town to which the parolee will
return and the victims of the crime for which the sentence was
imposed, of the parole specifying the terms and conditions
thereof.
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