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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-five.

An Act r eg u la ting  notice  and p u b l ic  r e v ie w  o f  h e r b ic id e

SPRAYING PLANS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court 
assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Sectio n  1. Chapter 132B of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking section 6B and inserting in place thereof
3 the following section:—
4 Section 6B. No gas, electric, telephone or other utility com-
5 pany licensed to do business in the commonwealth shall spray,
6 release, deposit or apply or cause to have sprayed, released,
7 deposited or applied any herbicide to any land which it owns
8 or to which it holds an easement or similar right and over
9 which it maintains power, high tension or other lines without

10 first notifying, by registered mail, the mayor, city manager,
11 or chairman of the board of selectmen, the board of health or
12 chief appointed health officer if there is no board of health,
13 and the conservation commission in the city or town where
14 such land lies twenty-one days prior to such spraying.
15 The notice shall contain the following information: a descrip-
16 tion of the geographical area in which such spraying will take
17 place; the approximate dates on which such spraying shall
18 commence and conclude, provided, however, that such spray-
19 ing shall not commence more than ten days prior nor conclude
20 more than ten days after said approximate dates; the type of
21 herbicide to be used and a copy of all information supplied
22 by the manufacturers thereof to the utility relative thereto;
23 the name and address of the contractor who will make the ap-
24 plication for the utility or the name, title and business address
25 of the employee who will be responsible for carrying out the
26 application if it is to be made by employees of the utility
27 company.
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1 Se c t io n  2. C h ap ter 132B of the G eneral Laws is hereby

2 am ended by inserting a fte r  section 6B, the following section: —

3 Section 6C. Upon receiv in g  notice from  a  utility  company as

4 req u ired  by section 6B, a  b o ard  of h ealth  or chief health of-

5 ficer, or a  conservation  com m ission of a  city or town, or both

6 b o ard  o r officers ac tin g  .jointly, m ay  require  said utility to

7 a p p e a r  before th em  to review  the contents of said notice.

8 Said b o ard s or officials m u st notify the utility  company of

9 th eir planned review  w ithin fourteen days of the receipt of the

10 notice from  the u tility  com pany a s  req u ired  in section 6B.

11 Such review  m ay  include the effect of the proposed spray-

12 ing operations on p riv a te  an d  public w a te r supplies, residen-
13 tial a re a s  and a re a s  in which livestock are  kept or grazed. Such

14 review  m ay also include an  exam ination of the proposed spray-

15 ing operations a s  they  re la te  to applicable  sta te  laws or local

16 o rd inances o r bylaw s, an d  an y  regulations created  under the

17 a u th o rity  of sa id  law s, bylaw s or ordinances. Following said

18 review , the b o ard s or officers m ay appoint an  individual or in-
19 dividuals to accom pany  any  persons m aking the herbicide ap-

20 plication to observe th a t all re lev an t law s, bylaw s, ordinances

21 and regulations a re  com plied with.

22 Nothing in this section shall em pow er any city or town board

23 or official, o r an y  perso n  appointed  to observe a herbicide ap-

24 plication, to prohib it such application, unless said board, of-

25 ficial o r o b serv er h as  the au th o rity  to do so as the result of

26 applicable sta te  law, o r a  local bylaw  or ordinance, or a regula-

27 tion c re a te d  a s  the re su lt of a law, bylaw  or ordinance.


