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By Mr. John P. Burke, a petition (accompaniedby bill, Senate, No. 596) of Join
P. Burke, the Gun Owners’ Action League, by MichaelD. Yancino, William P. Nagle
Jr., and other members of the General Court for legislation toprohibit the unlawfu
harassment of those participating in the taking of wild animals. Criminal Justice

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-five

An Act to promote safe hunting, trapping and fishing and to
PROHIBIT THE UNLAWFUL HARASSMENT OF THOSE PARTICIPATING IN
SUCH ACTIVITIES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in GeneralCourt
assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section 1 of Chapter 131 of the Massachusetts
2 GeneralLaws as most recently amended by Chapter 808, Sec-
-3 tion 29, of the Acts of 1981 is hereby further amended by ad-
-4 ding the following definitions:
5 (1) “Wild animal” means any wild creature, the taking of
6 which is authorized by the fish and game laws of the
7 Commonwealth.
8 (2) “Taking” means the capture or killing of a wild animal
9 and includes travel, camping and other acts preparatory to

10 taking which occur on lands or waters upon which the affected
11 person has the right or privilege to take such wild animal.

1 Section 2. Section 3of Chapter 131 of the Massachusetts
2 GeneralLaws as most recently amendedby Chapter 802, Sec-
-3 tion 1, of the Acts of 1967 is hereby further amended by ad-
-4 ding the following new section 3A:
5 Section 3A. Any person who:
6 (1) interferes with the lawful taking of a wild animal by

7 another with intent to prevent the taking; or

8 (2) disturbs or engages in an activity that will tend to
9 disturb wild animals, with intent to prevent their lawful tak-

-10 ing; or
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(3) disturbsanother person who is engaged in the lawful tak-
ing of a wild animal or who is engaged in the process of tak-
ing, with intent to dissuade or otherwise prevent the taking; or
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(4) enters or remains upon public lands, or upon private
lands without permission of the owner or his agent, with in-
tent to violate this section shall be punished by imprisonment
for not more than 30 days in a jail or house of correction or
by a fine of not less than one hundred dollars nor more than
five hundred dollars or both.
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20 Any person who fails to obey the order of a peace officer to

desist from conduct in violation of this section if the officer
observes such conduct, or has reasonable grounds to believe
that the person has engaged in such conduct that day or that
the person plans or intends to engage in such conduct that day
on a specific premises shall be punished by imprisonment for
not more than ninety days in a jail or house of correction or
by a fine of not less than five hundred dolars nor more than
one thousand dollars or both.
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29 Any fines imposed by this section shall be disposed of in ac-

cordance with Section 3 of this chapter.30
31 Any court may enjoin conduct which would be in violation

ofparagraph 1 of this section upon petition by a person affected
or who reasonably may be affected by such conduct, upon a
showing that such conduct is threatened or that it has oc-
curred on a particular premises in the past and that it is not
unreasonable to expect that under similar circumstances it
will be repeated.
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38 A court may award damages to any person adversely af-

fected by a violationof paragraph 1 of this section, which may
include an award for punitive damages. In addition to other
items of special damage, the measure of damages may include
expenditures of the affected person for license and permit fees,
travel, guides, special equipment and supplies, to the extent
that such expenditures were rendered futile by prevention of
the taking of a wild animal.
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