
[Similar Matter Filed During Past Session
See Senate No. 1130 of 1984.]

By Mr. Reilly, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 691) of Martin T. Reilly
for legislationrelative to parental restitution in juvenileproceedings. The Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-five.

An Act

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General Court
assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 85G of Chapter 231 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by substituting the following paragraph;
3 Parents of an unemancipated child under the age of eigh-
-4 teen and over the age of seven years shall be liable in a civil
5 action for any willful act committed by said child which results
6 in injury or death to another person or damage to the proper-
-7 ty of another, damage to cemetery property, or damage to any
8 state, county or municipal property. This section shall not app-
-9 ly to a parent who, as a result of a decree ofany court of com-

-10 petent jurisdiction, does not have custody of such a child at
11 the time of the commission of the tort. Recovery under this
12 section shall be limited to the amount ofproved loss or damage
13 but in no event shall it exceed ten thousand dollars
14 unless the plaintiff(s) can show by a preponderance of the
15 evidence, that said child had a propensity to commit such acts
16 and that theparents of said child were aware of the propensi-
-17 ty and failed to take effective steps to control said child. In
18 addition to any recovery of damages as described above, a
19 prevailing plaintiff shall also recover his/her reasonable at-
-20 torney’s fees and expenses.
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