
SENATE 805

By Mr. Kirby, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No, 805) of Thomas Hig-
ginbotham for legislation to provide a penalty for removing, defacing, altering, chang-
ing or destroying the identifying numbers of a ship or vessel. Criminal Justice,

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-five

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General Court
assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 266 of the GeneralLaws is hereby amended by add-
-2 ing after section 108, the following new section:
3 Section 108A. Whoever intentionally and maliciously
4 removes, defaces, alters, changes, destroys, obliterates or
5 mutilates or causes to be removed or destroyed or in any way
6 defaced, altered, changed, obliterated or mutilated, the iden-
-7 tifying numberor numbers of ship or vessel shallbe punished
8 by a fine ofnot more than one thousand dollars or by imprison-
-9 ment in the state prison for not more than three years, or both.

10 The possession of any ship or vessel by a person who knows,
11 shouldknow, or has reason toknow that the identifying number
12 or numbers of such ship or vessel has been removed, defac-
-13 ed, altered, changed, destroyed, obliteratedor mutilated shall
14 be a prima facie evidence of a violation of this paragraph.
15 Whoever sells, transfers, distributes, dispenses or otherwise
16 disposes of or attempts to sell, transfer, distribute, dispense
17 or otherwise dispose of any ship or vessel part knowing or hav-
-18 ing reason to believe that the indentifying number or numbers
19 to said ship or vessel, or ship or vessel part have been so
20 removed, defaced, altered, changed, destroyed, obliterated,
21 or mutilated, unless authorized by law to do so, shall be punish-
-22 ed by a fine of not more than one thousand dollars or by im-
-23 prisonment in the state prison for not more than three years,
24 or both.

An Act providing a penalty forremoving, defacing, altering,

CHANGING OR DESTROYING THE IDENTIFYING NUMBERS OF A SHIP OR
VESSEL.
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Whoever buys, receives, possesses, or obtains control of a
ship or vessel, or ship or vessel part knowing or having reason
to believe that an identifying number to said ship or vessel or
ship or vessel part has been removed, obliterated, tampered
with, or altered, unless authorized by law to do so, shall be
punished by a fine of not more than five hundred dollars or
by imprisonment in a house of correction for not more than
two years, or both.
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The phrase “identifying number or numbers”, as used in this
section, shall mean the manufacturer’s number or numbers
identifying the ship or vessel, or ship or vessel part.
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