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[Similar Matter Filed During Past Session
See Senate No. 313 of 1984.]

SENATE No. 827

By Mr. Bachrach, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 827) of George
Bachrach, Pearl M. Rosborough and Raymond A. Rosborough for legislation to
recenter public school attention on the child rather than on the departmental rules
and regulations that create iatrogenic life situations. Education.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-five

An Act recenter public school attention on the childrather
THAN ON THE DEPARTMENTAL RULES AND REGULATIONS THAT
CREATE LATROGENIC LIFE SITUATIONS.

Be it enacted by the Senate andHouse ofRepresentatives in GeneralCourt
assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 The Department of Education and Health of the Com-
-2 monwealth of Massachusetts, when considering the problems
3 of children withreading or other learning difficulties such, for
4 example, as dyslexia, shall focus their attention on the child
5 concerned in each case rather than rules and regulations of
6 the Department of Education and/or the Department ofPublic
7 Health. Such difficulties are highly individual. They are not
8 subject to classification into fixed patterns, and cannot pro-
-9 perly be considered as group difficulties to be relieved by

10 regulations and overall instructions to the teachers or nurses
11 in the public schools.
12 Each such case shall be considered separately, with atten-
-13 tion centered on the child in trouble. Causes may be physical,
14 mental, or emotional, and in each case the causes shall be
15 determined and, if possible, removed or ameliorated.
16 The search for causes and cures may require the knowledge
17 and attention ofphysicians (M.D.’s and/or D.O.’s), allergists,
18 dieticians, and otherprofessionals, and it shall be the respon-
-19 sibility of the public schools and the Departments of Educa-
-20 tion and Health to provide such expert attention and intercom-
-21 munications as neededfor the diagnosis and treatment of each
22 such learning disabled child on an individual basis.
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23 Many such difficulties are iatrogenic in origin, meaning that
24 they are caused by the faulty diagnosis and treatment of a
25 well-intentioned physician who is inexpert in this field. This
26 possibility must be considered and steps taken to assure the
27 correctness of diagnosis and the application of treatment
28 methods suitable for the individual under consideration.
29 It cannot be overstressed that such learning disabled
30 children must, and shall, be studied and treated as individuals,
31 each with different problems and difficulties. Such cases are
32 not helped by assignment to a ‘special class,’ their problems
33 are not suitable subjects for categorization. They are all dif-
-34 ferent people, each with his/her own problems, and shall be
35 so considered. Only thus can they be helped, and they must
36 and shall be helped.


