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By Mr. Edward L. Burke, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 919) of Ed-
ward L. Burke, Jack H. Backman, Frederick E. Berry, Francis D. Doris, Carol C.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-five

An Act to encourage the establishment of resident
ADVISORY COUNCILS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in GeneralCourt
assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 111 of the General Laws is hereby amended by in-
-2 serting after Section 72V the following section:
3 Section 72 W. The administrator of every long term care facili-
-4 ty licensed pursuant to section seventy-one of chapter one hun-
-5 dred and eleven of the General Laws shall inform each resi-
-6 dent of the facility, in writing, at least once a year, of the right
7 to organize, establish and participate in a resident advisory
8 council. If no such council exists at the facility, at least once
9 a year residents of the facility shall be given the choice to

10 establish one. The administrator shall provide space for
11 meetings and shall assist residents in establishing a council,
12 if the residents choose to establish one.
13 Council meetings shall be afforded privacy, with facility
14 staff or visitors attending only upon the council’s invitation.
15 Voting membership in the resident advisory council shall be
16 limited to residents of the facility. Minutes of meetings shall
17 be prepared and made available to residents of the facility.
18 The facility shall be required to respond to written requests
19 andrecommendations which are submitted to the administra-
-20 tion as a result of council meetings.
21 The department shall promulgate rules and regulations to
22 implement the provisions of this section.
23 The council shall notify the departmentof elder affairs and
24 the department of public health of its formation.
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