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By Mr. Lewis, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, Nc
Lewis, Jr., and the Massachusetts Police Association, by EAssociation, by Edward M. Me
and John P. Flynn for legislationrelative to the investigation of certain deaths. T
Judiciary

the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eightv-fi

An Act relative to the investigation of certain deaths.

Be it enacted by the Senate andHouse ofRepresentatives in General Cour
assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section 6 of Chapter 38 of the Massachusetts
2 General Laws, as most recently amended by Chapter 391 of
3 the Acts of 1979 is hereby further amendedby striking out the
4 sixth sentence and substituting the following: “if the police
5 department in whose jurisdiction the body is found declines
6 jurisdiction, the body shall not be moved and the scene where
7 the body is located shall not be distributed until the district
8 attorney and his law enforcement representative are notified.
9 The district attorney or his law enforcement representative,

10 if applicable, shall either respond to the scene or give direc-
-11 tions for what shouldbe done at the scene and for the removal
12 of the body.”
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1 Section 2. Section 6 of Chapter 38 of the General Laws is
2 hereby further amended by striking out the seventh sentence
3 and substituting the following: “The district attorney, and
4 the police department in whose jurisdiction the death occur-
-5 red upon notification of the death shall thereafter be the
6 authority to direct and control the criminal investigation, ex-
-7 cept where a police department declines jurisdiction, in which
8 case, the district attorney may assign his law enforcement
9 representative to conduct the investigation in coordination

10 with the police department.”

1 Section 3. Section 6 of Chapter 38 of the General Laws is
2 hereby further amended by striking out the eighth sentence
3 and substituting the following: “The police shall notify
4 forthwith the medical examiner and the district attorney of
5 any such death.”
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