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By Ms. Melconian, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 1456) of Linda
J. Melconian, Gerard D’Amico, Robert D. Wetmore, Nicholas J. Costello and John
P. Burke for legislation to improve access to job training for unemployment com-
pensation claimants. Commerce and Labor.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-five.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in GeneralCourt
assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 30 of Chapter 151 A is hereby amended by striking
2 out the second paragraph and inserting in place thereof the
3 following paragraph:
4 In order to enable an unemployed individual to obtain in-
-5 dustrial, vocational or pre-vocational training or retraining,
6 the total benefits which such individual may receive shall be
7 increased by up to an additionalfifty two times his benefitrate,
8 plus dependency benefits payable under section twenty-nine,
9 if; (a) such individual is attending an industrial or vocational

10 training course which is completely or partially publicly fund-
-11 ed or which makes financial means a criterion for eligibility;
12 or (b) such individual is attending an industrial or vocational
13 training course which is approved by the director and such in-
-14 dividual: (i) has been unemployed for at least eight weeks at
15 the commencement of the course; (ii) was employed full time
16 for less than thirteen consecutive weeks during his base
17 period; (hi) had a total family income, not counting public
18 assistance payments, during the base period that was less than
19 the amount set forth in the poverty level income guidelines
20 established by the United States department of health and
21 human services and in effect on the last day of his base period
22 for a family size equal to that of the individual; (iv) has a
23 physical or mental impairment which substantially limits one
24 or more of such person’s major life activities, has a record
25 of such impairment, or is regarded as having such impair-
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26 ment; or (v) is in need of such training to realize stable
employmentproviding an adequate income. Benefits paid pur-
suant to thisparagraph shall terminate four weeks after com-
pletion of the individual’s training course or after fifty-two
weeks ofpayment, whichever is sooner. Any individual receiv-
ing unemployment compensation benefits, while participating
in a course of industrial, vocational or pre-vocational train-
ing or retraining under this paragraph, shall be under no
obligation to search for work until after the completion of the
training course, except as a part of any job placement ac-
tivities provided through said training course. Benefits paid
to an individual pursuant to this paragraph shall be charged
to the solvency account. The director shall promulgate regula-
tions implementing this paragraph within three months of its
effective date and such regulations shall include clear and
definite standards to implement subsection (b), above. Such
regulations shall also include a maximum time limit, not to
exceed ten working days, by which all applications for benefits
under this paragraph shallbe acted upon by the director. The
director shall cause each person receiving unemployment
compensation under the preceding paragraph to receive a
written explanation of the benefits available under this
paragraph at the time such person receives his first payment
of unemployment compensation and again when he has receiv-
ed unemployment compensation for eight weeks.
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