
[Similar Matter Filed During Past Session
See Senate No. 803 of 1984.]

SENATE ....... No. 1618

By Mr. Brennan, a petition (accompanied by resolve, Senate, No. 1618) of John
A. Brennan, Jr., that provision be made for a feasibility study by the Department
of Elder Affairs to improve services to homebound elders and handicapped persons
after they leave the hospital. Human Services and Elderly Affairs.

®tfe (Eommonuicaltlj of iHaosactyußcttHI
In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-five

Resolve directing the department of elder affairs to con-
duct A FEASIBILITY STUDY FOR THE IMPROVEMENT OF SERVICES
TO HOMEBOUND ELDERS AND HANDICAPPED PERSONS AFTER THEY
LEAVE THE HOSPITAL.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in GeneralCourt
assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Resolved, that the department of Elder Affairs is hereby
2 authorized and directedto make a feasibility study for the im-
-3 provement of services to homebound elders and handicapped
4 persons after they leave the hospital. Said study shall consider
5 the following matters;
6 A. The feasibility of having a nurse practitioner, trained in
7 geriatrics, assigned to work with the community nurses as a
8 liaison between the doctor and the patient or the patient’s fami-
9 ly when the physician cannot or will not make home visits;

10 B. The feasibility of establishing in each hospital of 100 beds
11 or more an out-patient clinic;
12 C. The feasibility of the establishing in each elder care agen-

-13 cy an outreach program which would inform homebound
patients and handicapped persons leaving the hospital of all

15 community resources which can be of assistance to them;
16 D. The feasibility of the establishment in the department of
17 elder affairs a division charged with the following
18 responsibilities:
19 1. to assist older or handicapped persons to remain in their
20 own home;
21 2. to offer a continuity of care;
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3. to give advice about procedures or medication;
4. to evaluate and refer problems to the proper persons and

follow through to see if it is successfully resolved;
23

E. the feasibility of the promulgation of regulations by the
Department ofElder Affairs with respect to the improvement
of services to homebound elders and handicapped persons
after they leave the hospital.

The Department ofElder Affairs shall report to the general
court the results of its investigations and study, and its recom-
mendations, ifany, together with drafts of such legislation as
may be necessary to carry suchrecommendations into effect,
by filing the same with the clerk of the house of representatives
on or before the first Wednesday in December, 1983.
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