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An Act relative to the observation, examination and ChavAO^
RECOMMITMENT TO A DEFECTIVE DELINQUENT DEPART-
MENT OF CERTAIN PERSONS PREVIOUSLY SO COMMITTED.

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend preambi""^

to defeat its purpose, which is to provide for the immediate
observation, examination and recommitment of certain

persons who may be mentally defective and a menace to

the pubUc, therefore it is hereby declared to be an emergency
law, necessary for the immediate preservation of the public

safety and convenience.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Section 1 of chapter 645 of the acts of 1953

is hereby amended by inserting after the word "farm", in

line 8, the words: — and, if a female person, to the reforma-

tory for women, — so that the first sentence will read as

follows: — Any person held in a defective delinquent depart-

ment whose original commitment thereto shall be judicially

determined to have been procedurally improper, shall,

where the interests of the public so require, forthwith upon
such determination, be newly committed by the court

making such determination for not more than thirty-five

days' observation in the defective delinquent department of

the state farm and, if a female person, to the reformatory
for women, and may thereafter, in the discretion of ihe court,

be further committed, for such observation, for an addi-

tional period, not to exceed thirty-five days, during which
period or periods he shall be examined as though an appli-

cation for his commitment had been duly filed under the

provisions of section one hundred and thirteen of chapter

one hundred and twenty-three of the General Laws.
Section 2. The second paragraph of section 113 of

pj^lJg®'-
chapter 123 of the General Laws, as appearing in section 1 §113, etc.,

of chapter 608 of the acts of 1952, is hereby further amended ^•™«'»'i^«^-

by inserting after the word "farm", in line 5, the words: —
and, if a female person, to the reformatory for women, — so

as to read as follows :
—

Upon the filing of an application for commitment to a commitment

department for defective delinquents, the court shall cause
aii'inq'irents,

such person to be committed for not more than thirty-five regulated.

days' observation in the defective delinquent department of

the state farm and, if a female person, to the reformatory for

women, at which time such person shall be examined by two
experts appointed by the commissioner of mental health

with a view to determining whether or not he is mentally de-

fective. Within thirty-five days, and after such observation

and examination, the experts so appointed shall file a written

report with the clerk of court in which the case is pending,

and the report shall be accessible to the probation officer, to

the district attorney and to the defendant and his attorney.

Section 3. The last paragraph of said section 113 of S, ^-
{Jl'-

said chapter 123, as so appearing, is hereby amended by §113, etc.,

inserting after the word "farm", in line 6, the words: — l^emTed.
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, and, if a female person, in the reformatory for women, —
so as to read as follows: —

Same eubject. ^ persoH may appeal from the order of commitment as a

defective delinquent to the superior court sitting for criminal

business in the county from which he has been committed,

in the manner provided by section twenty-two of chapter

two hundred and twelve, but shall be held in the defective

delinquent department of the state farm, and, if a female

person, in the reformatory for women, to abide the final order

of the court. If the appellant so requests, an issue or issues

shall be framed and submitted to a jury in the superior court.

Approved May 11, 1954.

ChapA05 An Act providing that certain town meeting votes
SHALL BE SUBJECT TO A REFERENDUM IN THE TOWN OF
MARBLEHEAD.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. A vote passed at any town meeting held in

the town of Marblehead authorizing the expenditure of

fifty thousand dollars or more as a special appropriation,

or establishing a new board or oflftce or abolishing an old

board or office or merging two or more boards or offices, or

fixing the term of office of town officers, where such term is

optional, or increasing or reducing the number ofmemV)ers

of a board, or adopting a new by-law, or amending an exist-

ing by-law, shall not be operative until after the expiration

of five days, exclusive of Sundays and holidays, from the

dissolution of the meeting, nor, if a petition for referendum

thereon has been filed, until the question of the ratification

of such vote has been determined in the manner herein

provided. If, within said five days, a petition, signed by
not less than three hundred registered voters of the town,

containing their names and addresses as they appear on

the list of registered voters, is filed with the selectmen asking

that the question or questions involved in such a vote be

submitted to the registered voters of the town at large,

then the selectmen, after the expiration of five days, shall

forthwith call a special meeting for the sole purpose of

presenting to the registered voters at, large the question or

questions so involved. The polls shall be opened at two
o'clock in the afternoon and shall be closed not earlier than

eight o'clock in the evening, and all votes upon any questions

so submitted shall be taken by ballot, and the check list

shall be used in the several precinct meetings in the same
manner as in the election of town officers. The questions

so submitted shall be determined by a majority vote of the

registered voters of the town voting thereon, but no action

of a town meeting shall be reversed unless at least twenty

per cent of the registered voters shall so vote. Each ques-

tion so submitted shall be in the form of the following ques-

tion, which shall be placed upon the official ballot: — "Shall


