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SENATE
By Ms. Amick, a petition (accompanied by resolve. Senate, No. 1798) of Carol C.

Amick, Roger R. Goyette, William Q MacLean. Jr., and Howard C. Gaboon, Jr., that
provision be made for an investigation and study by a special commission (including
members of the General Court) relative to the tidelands of the Commonwealth. Natural
Resources and Agriculture.

Resolve to establish a special commission relative to the tidelands.

1 Resolved, that a special commission to consist of three members of the
2 Senate to be appointed by the President and four members of the house
3 of representatives to be appointed by the speaker of the house of repre-

-4 sentatives, the secretary of environmental affairs or his designee, the com-
-5 missioner of the department of environmental quality engineering or his

6 designee, the department of environmental management or his designee,
7 the director of coastal zone management or his designee, the commissioner
8 of fisheries and wildlife or his designee, the attorney general or his desig-
9 nee and nineteen members to be appointed by the governor, one of whom

10 shall represent the Massachusetts Conveyancers Association, one of whom
11 shall represent the Savings Bank Association of Massachusetts, one of
12 whom shall represent the Massachusetts Chamber of Commerce, one of
13 whom shall represent the Massachusetts Institute of Architects, one of
14 whom shall represent the Massachusetts Society of Professional Engineers,
15 one of whom shall represent the Boston Harbor Commission, one of whom
16 shall represent the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers or EPA,one of whom
17 shall represent the Massachusetts Bar Association, one of whom shall
18 represent the Massachusetts Association of Conservation Commissions, one
19 of whom shall represent the Abstract Club, one of whom shall represent
20 the Environmental Lobby of Massachusetts, one of whom shall represent
21 the Massachusetts Association of Planning Boards, one of whom shall be
22 a mayor or his designee of a coastal city or town; one of whom shall be
23 a mayor or his designee of an inland city or town, one of whom shall
24 be a harbor master, one of whom shall be a member of a Massachusetts
25 Shellfish Association, one of whom shall be a member of a regional
26 planning agency, and two members at large, one of whom shall be
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27 Boston resident, to establish for the purpose of making a study and in-
-28 vestigation relative to a statewide policy regarding tidelands and land-
-29 locked lands in the Commonwealth. Said commission is directed to in-
-30 vestigate, evaluate, and make recommendations regarding the nature and
31 scope of the public’s residual rights in landlocked tidelands and develop
32 legislation to extinguish the public’s residual rights in those tidelands
33 which, according to the Commission, no longer merit public trust pro-
-34 tection. Said Commission shall also evaluate the need for future irre-
-35 vocable licenses, the adequacy of the fee provision in Chapter 91 as re-
-36 cently amended by Chapter 589 of the Acts of 1983, the use of the
37 currently tideflowed lands for non-water dependent uses, the policies re-
-38 garding the future filling of tidelands, public access, public purpose, the
39 public trust doctrine, and other issues relative to coastal development.
40 Said commission may be provided with quarters in the Statehouse or
41 elsewhere, may hold hearings, may travel within or without the Common-
-42 wealth and may expend for expert, legal, clerical, and other services for
43 expenses such sums as may be appropriated thereof.
44 Said commission shall report to the general court from time to time
45 the results of its investigation, study and recommendations, together with
46 drafts of legislation necessary to carry its recommendations into effect, by
47 filing the same with the clerk of the Senate on or before the first Wednes-
-48 day of November, 1986.


