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By Mr. Olver, a petition (accompaniedby bill, Senate, No. 2014) of John W. Olver,
Charles F. Flaherty, JohnE. McDonough, John A. Businger and JohnColeman Walsh
for legislation to regulate the minimum residential factor for localproperty tax pur-
poses. Taxation.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-five

An Act regulating the minimum residential factor for
LOCAL PROPERTY TAX PURPOSES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in GeneralCourt
assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 56 of Chapter 40 is hereby amended by striking out
2 the first paragraph as inserted by chapter 369 of the acts of
3 1982 and inserting in place thereof the following paragraph:
4 The commissioner shallbiennially certify as to whether the
5 board of assessors is assessing property at full and fair cash
6 valuation. The selectmen or town council of each town and the
7 city council together with the mayor’s approval in each city,
8 which city or town has been certified by the commissioner of
9 revenue to be assessing property at full and fair cash valua-

-10 tion, shall annually first determine the percentages of the local
11 tax levy to be borne by each class ofreal property, as defined
12 in section two Aof chapter fifty-nine, and personal property
13 for the next fiscal year; provided, however, that if the mayor
14 vetoes the city council’s percentages, in a city, the city coun-
-15 cil may override such veto with a vote equal to two-thirds of
16 the members elected. In determining such percentages, the
l7 selectmen, town council or the city council, together with the

"18 mayor’s approval, as the case may be, shall first adopt a
19 residential factor; provided, however, that if the mayor vetoes
20 the city council’s factor, in a city, the city council may over-
-21 ride such veto with a vote equal to two-thirds of the members
22 elected. Said factor shall be the minimum residential factor
23 determined by the commissioner of revenue in accordance
24 with the provisions of section one Aof chapter fifty-eight and
25 shall be used by the board of assessors to determine the



[Feb. 1985.]SENATE - No. 2014.2

26 percentage of the local tax levy to be borne by each class of
27 real and personal property. A higher residential factor than
28 the minimumresidential factor may be adopted by majority
29 vote of a town meeting in a town, by a majority vote of the
30 city council with the approval of the mayor in a city, or by a
31 majority vote of the town council in a municipality having a
32 town council form of government. The percentages shall then

be set in accordance with that higher factor. Prior to the adop-
tion of such percentages, the selectmen, town council or city®
council, as the case may be, shall conduct a public hearing

36 on the question of their adoption. At such hearing, the board
37 of assessors shall provide all information and data relevant

to making such determination and the fiscal effect of the
available alternatives. The commissioner of revenue shallnot
approve the tax rate of a city or town under section twenty-

41 three of chapter fifty-nine until the selectmen town council or
42 the city council, as the case may be, have held such a public
43 hearing and until the city or town has adopted the percentages
44 of the local tax levy to be borne by each class of real and per-
-45 sonal property.
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