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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-five

An Act relative to visitation rights for parents of minor
CHILDREN.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in GeneralCourt
assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Notwithstanding any general or special laws to the contrary,
2 Chapter 208 of the GeneralLaws is hereby amended by ad-
-3 ding the following sections:
4 Section I. In the event of divorce or separation, all children
5 shall have the right to have access to both parents. These
6 rights shall not be abridged, suspended or terminatedunless,
7 by clear and unconvincing evidence before a court of record,
8 such suspension or termination would be of benefit to said
9 minor children. The court in suspending or terminating such

10 rights will see that all parties receive due process according
11 to law and further set out exact conditions for the actions as
12 well as automatic review in a specific period of time. Such ac-
-13 tions will clearly be because of some specific harm that would
14 threaten the child.
15 Section 2. In child custody decrees pursuant to the dissolu-
-16 tion of marriage wherein the parents have not selected nor
17 been decreed joint custody “parenting time” allocated to the
18 non-custodial parent will be specified.
19 Section 3. Before a custodial parent is allowed to leave the
20 Commonwealth for more than thirty days, the following ar-
-21 rangements will be determined;

22 1. Both parents must agree on visitationrights that will con-
-23 tinue on a frequent and continuing basis for the non-custodial
24 parent:
25 2. An adjustment of child support payments to compensate
26 for additional costs of transportation;
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3. The party seeking the move must agree to a jurisdiction
of the State for further hearings in this matter.

If the court finds denial of access would result in direct harm
to the child, the matter will be referred to the District Attorney
for appropriate action or subject to the courts own actions.

Section 4. Denial of access will be sufficient to be a change
in circumstances for a change in custodial placement. In the
event of time disallowed, with sufficient evidence, the parent
denied access shall be allowed to make up all time missed.

Section 5. Access of parents and children to each other will
cover all forms of communication.

Section 6. The court, at its discretion, may award attorneys
fees to the parent denied access and/or other sanctions it
deems appropriate.

Section 7. Upon filing of a motion for contempt for access
denial, no other contempts will be heard. The matter will be
heard in a timely manner.


