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[Senate, September 18, 1985 - Substituted by amendment by the Senate (Ways and
Means) as a new text of House Bill, No. 6491]

1 Section 1. Section 1 of chapter 90 of the General Laws, as
2 appearing in the 1984 Official Edition, is hereby amended by
3 inserting after the definition of "Operator” the following
4 definition:
5 “Occupant crash protection device”, a passive restraint device
6 which operates automatically upon impact in accordance with
7 the specifications of federal regulations in effect on July first,
8 nineteen hundred and eighty-five.

1 Section 2. Said Chapter 90 is hereby further amended by
2 insertingafter section 7AA, insertedby chapter 680 of the acts
3 of 1981, the following section;
4 Section 788. No person shall operate an automobile nor ride
5 as a passenger in an automobile on a way unless such person
6 >s wearing a safety belt which is properly adjusted and fasten-
-7 ed. No person operating an automobile shall permit any per-
-8 son under the age of sixteen to ride as a passenger in such
9 automobileunless suchperson is wearing a safety belt which

10 is properly adjusted and fastened.
11 The provisions of this section shall not apply to: (1) any child
12 less than five years of age who is subject to the provisions of
13 section seven AA of this chapter; (2) any person riding as a
14 passenger in an automobile in which all seating positions
15 equipped with safety belts are occupied by other passengers
16 who are using said restraints; (3) any person riding as a
17 passenger in a bus or motor bus as defined in Section one of
18 this chapter: (4) any person riding in a motor vehicle
19 manufacturedbefore July one, nineteen hundredand sixty-six;
20 (5) any person who is physically unable to use safety belts;
21 provided, however, that such condition is duly certified by a
22 physician who shall state the nature of the condition, as well
23 as the reason such use is inappropriate, and provided further
24 thanno such physician shall be subject to liability in any civil
25 action for the issuance or for the failure to issue such certifica-
te tion; (6) any rural mail carrier of the United States Postal
27 Sevice operating an automobile vhile in performance of his
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duties: (7) any driver or passenger who frequently stops and
leaves an automobile or delivers property from such vehicle,
if the speed of such vehicle between stops does not exceed fif-
teen miles per hour; (8) any police officer operating an
automobile while performing his duties as a police officer.
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Any person who operates an automobile without wearing a
safety belt, and any person sixteen years of age or over who
rides as a passenger in an automobile withoutwearing a safe-
ty belt, who is not subject to the exceptions provided in the
preceding paragraph, shall be subject to a fine of fifteen
dollars, provided that an operator of an automobile shall also
be subject to an additional fine of fifteen dollars for each per-
son under the age of sixteen who is a passenger in such
automobile and is not subject to section seven AA of this
chapter and is found to be in violation of this section. The pro-
visions of this section shall be enforced by law enforcement
agencies only when an operaor of an automobile hasbeen stop-
ped for a violation of the motor vehicle laws. For the purpose
of enforcing this section, any passenger in an automobile shall,
upon the request of a law enforcement officer, give his true
name, address and age.
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Any person who receives a citation for violating this section
may contest such citation pursuant to section three of chapter
ninety C, of the General Laws. Except for proceedings con-
ducted pursuant to said section three of chapter ninety C, a
violation of this section shall not be used as evidence in any
civil action. Violation of this section shall not be considered
as a conviction of a moving violation of the motor vehicle laws
for thepurposes of determining surcharges on automobile in-
surance premiums pursuant to section one hundred and thir-
teen B of chapter one hundred and seventy-five.
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Every owner of a private passenger automobile, except a
motor vehicle manufactured before July one, 1966, operated
on a way shall maintain safety belts in good working order for
the use of the occupants of the vehicle. The safety belts shall
conform to motor vehicle safety standards established by the
U.S. Department of Transportation.
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2 chapter ninety of the General Laws, offered for sale or
1 Section 3. Any automobile, as defined in section one of
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3 registered in the commonwealth which is manufactured on or
4 after September first, nineteenhundred and eighty-nine, shall
5 be equipped with an occupant crash protection device, as
6 defined in said section one of said chapter ninety.
7 Any automobile manufacturer who sells or delivers an
8 automobile subject to the requirements of tills section who fails
9 to comply with this section shall be punished by a fine of not

10 more than five hundred dollars for each sale or delivery of a
11 noncomplying automobile. Compliance with this sectionby the
12 manufacturer shall be made by self-certification in the same
13 manner as self-certification is accomplished under federal
14 law. 'f

15 The registrar of motor vehicles shall be responsible to in-
-16 sure that the annual inspection of motor vehicles conducted
17 by the motor vehicle inspection division shall add to those
18 items testedfor operating safety and efficiency the safety belts
IS in such vehicles.”

1 Section 4. Section 1138 of chapter 175 of the GeneralLaws,
2 as appearing in the 1984 Official Edition, is hereby amended
3 by inserting after the twelfth paragraph the following
4 paragraph; ‘Tn fixing and establishing a premium charge
5 for bodily injury coverage for a motor vehicle, the commis-
-6 sioner shall reflect the savings attributable to the increased
7 use of safety belts as required by the provisions of section
8 seven BB of chapter 90.”

1 Section 5. The governor’s highway safety bureau shall con-
-2 duct a public information and education program in motor
3 vehicle occupant protection under the supervision of the
4 secretary ofpublic safety. The public informationand educa-
-5 tion program shall consist ofpublic service announcements,
6 demonstrations, reigonal conferences, pre-school and gram-
-7 mar school education programs and police training.
8 The secretary of public safety shall file a report containing
9 his findings on the effectiveness of such educational program

10 with the clerk of the house of representatives and the clerk
11 shall forward the report to the joint legislative committee on
12 public safety no later than March thirtieth, nineteenhundred
13 and eighty-six; provided, however, that the report shall in-
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14 eludea survey showing the percentage of drivers in the com-
-15 monwealth wearing seat belts in February of nineteen turn-
-16 dred and eighty-six.
17 The Registrar when printing any new Commonwealth of
18 Massachusetts Drivers License Manuals shall include infor-
-19 mation about the mandatory use of safety belts and the im-
-20 portance of safety belts for reducing highway fatalities and
21 injuries.
22 The Registrar shall also include in examinations to ap-
-23 plicants for a license to operate pursuant to Section 8 of
24 Chapter 90 of the GeneralLaws questions on the use of safety
25 belts.

1 Section 6. The passage of this act shall not be interpreted
2 to rescind the requirement of automatic crash protection
3 device as contained in 49 Code of Federal Regulations 571.208.
4 Section 6A. All new motor vehicles offered for sale in the Com-
-5 monwealthon or after the effective date of this Act shall have
6 posted in a conspicuous place on the vehicle, information
7 relating to that automobile’s compliance with Federal
8 Automobile Safety standards. The Secretary of Consumer Af-
-9 fairs and Business Regulation shall promulgate regulations

10 specifying that form, content and manner of such posting. A
11 violation of this section shall be deemed a violation of G.L.C.
12 93A, §2.
13 Section 68. Striking out the second paragraph of Section 7A
14 of Chapter 90 and inserting in place thereof the following:
15 The purpose of the safety and combined safety and emis-
-16 sions inspection regulations shall require that motor vehicles
17 are provided with the following equipment maintained in good
18 order; a vehicle identification number, brakes, stop lamps,
19 lights, directional signals, horn, exhaust system, steering and
20 suspension systems, glazing, windshield cleaner, number
21 plates, tires, fenders, bumpers, external sheet metal, reflec-
-22 tors, splash guards, chock blocks, air pollution emission con-
-23 trol systems or devices, and safety belts for automobiles sub-
-24 ject to section 788 of this chapter.

1 Section 7. This act shall take effect on January first, nine-
-2 teen hundred and eighty-six.


