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Accompanying the first recommendation of the Massachusetts
Aeronautics Commission (House, No. 9). Transportation.

®fje Commontoealtf) of iHa*«atfju«etts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Six

An Act amending the provisions for joint airport operation.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, asfollows:

1 SECTION I. Chapter 90 of the General Laws is hereby amend-
-2 ed by striking out section 51 N, as appearing in chapter 501 of the
3 acts of 1947 and inserting in place thereof the following section:
4 Section 51N. Two or more municipalities, as provided in this
5 section, may agree to establish and operate an airport as a joint
6 airport.
7 A city council with the approval of the mayor or a board of
8 selectmen, when so authorized by any regular or special town
9 meeting, may appoint a committee to draft a tentative agreement

10 for the establishment and operation of a joint airport.
I I Said committees of cities and towns which have so voted shall
12 meet and draft said tentative agreement, as provided in this sec-
-13 tion. Said tentative agreement when completed shall be submitted
14 and may be resubmitted to the director of accounts in the depart-
-15 ment of revenue for approval of its financial provisions to the
16 commission for approval of its other provisions.
17 The agreement, as approved by the commission and said direc-
-18 tor, shall become effective when two or more of the municipalities

1 9 shall take thefollowing actions. In towns, a regular or special town
20 meeting votes to accept the agreement, authorize town participa-
-21 tion in the establishment and operation of the joint airport com-
-22 mission and said selectmen do subsequently appoint said members.
23 In cities, the city council with the approval of the mayor vote to
24 accept the agreement and participate in the establishment and
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25 operation of the joint airport and to appoint members of a joint
26 airport commission.
27 The aforesaid agreement shall include, but shall not be limited
28 to, provisions for the following:
29 1. Establishing a joint airport commission which shall have the

30 'custody, care and management of the airport and which shall
31 function as an airport commission under sections 51E through
32 51M, inclusive, of this chapter except that the number of members
33 of said commission to be appointed by each municipality shall be
34 specified in said agreement.
35 2. Establishing a joint airport fund to which shall be deposited
36 all monies raised by or appropriated or given to the joint airport
37 commission, all revenues obtained from or on account of the joint
38 airport and all federal, state or other grants, subsidies, contribu-
-39 tions or loans and from which disbursements shall be made by
40 order of the joint airport commission and pursuant to the terms of
41 said agreement.
42 3. Choice by the joint airport commission of the officers of the
43 joint enterprise including a treasurer who may be treasurer of one
44 of the participating municipalities and who shall be custodian of
45 the joint airport fund and shall deposit with the director of
46 accounts a bond running to such municipalities with a surety
47 company authorized to transact business in the commonwealth as
48 surety, for the faithful performance of his duties as treasurer of the
49 joint enterprise, in such form and upon such conditions as said
50 director may require.
51 4. Specify the proportionate interest of each participating
52 municipality in the joint airport and its proportionate share of the
53 cost and expenses and indebtedness incident to the establishing,
54 maintaining and operating thereof, which proportionate interest
55 and share shall be determined on the basis of the taxable valua-
-56 tions of said municipalities as last established by the general court
57 as a basis for state and county taxes or on any other basis agreed
58 upon.
59 5. Procedures to be followed in the event that one or more of the
60 participating municipalities should fail to pay into the joint airport
61 fund monies necessary for the operation or maintenance of the
62 joint airport or in the event that one or more but not all of the
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63 participating municipalities should fail to pay into said account a64 proportionate share of the monies necessary to acquire, construct,
65 enlarge or improve the joint airport.
66 6. Amending the agreement.
67 7. Terminating the joint enterprise and liquidating its affairs.
68 Any reference in this section to the mayor of a city shall, in the case
69 of a city having a plan E form of government, be deemed torefer to
70 the city manager.
71 The director of accounts shall cause an audit to be made of the
72 accounts of the joint enterprise and may cause subsequent audits
73 to be made of such accounts annually and for this purpose he and
74 his duly accredited agents shall have access to all necessary books,
75 papers and records. Upon completion of such audit, copies of the
76 report thereof shall be sent to the treasurer of the joint enterprise
77 and to the mayor or city manager, selectmen or city council and
78 city or town clerk of each participating municipality.
79 Insofar as sections 35 through 52, inclusive, of this chapter are
80 not inconsistent with this section, the provisions of said sections
81 shall apply to airports, aeronautical facilities and airport commis-
-82 sions established or operated as provided in this section.
83 For the purposes of this section, the establishment and opera-
-84 tion of a joint airport shall be deemed to include acquisition,
85 construction, enlargement, repair, regulation, protection, polic-
-86 ing, maintenance, alteration, leasing as lessor or lessee, and the
87 improvement thereof, all of which actions shall be comprehended
88 within the meaning of the words “establish and operate” and
89 “establishment and operation”.
90 Two or more counties, or a county and one or more municipali-
-91 ties may agree and act as provided in this section, except that the
92 county commissioners shall take such action as would be taken by
93 the city council and mayor of a city.

1 SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.
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